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YOU can say what ye like about
Fail, but it has to be conceded
as a party they are endowed with
mighty hard bloody neck. Presently,
Fianna Fail is in trouble on all sides.
Under similar circumstances, the other
wishy-washy vultures would hug the ro-
pes and hope to weather the storm. But
this is not for Fianna Fail. No sir!
The soldiers of TACA can be relied upon
to come out swinging when the going
gets rough -- and invariably, they will
do so tbo the accompaniment of the good
old jingo drum.

OF all the parties in Leinster house,
Fianna Fail should be the last to drag
out the question of Partition. No par-—
ty has been more energetic over the
past 30 years in locking up and shoot-
ing up Irishmen who attempted to smash
what Blaney so recently styled'the sham
democracy that is the Six Counties.'

INDEED, no Free State party has lab--

oured so assiduously to sell the count-
ry ‘to thek highest capitalist bidder.But
this doesn't stop them from unleasing
a torrent of bourgeois jingoism when
the neced arises, and if the chance rem-—
ains that it may serve once more to
hoodwink a misguided electorate, aad
help Fianna Fail to remian in power.

FIANNA FAIL is the most dynamic
capitalist party now in the Free State;
and in 1its singleminded pursuance of
capitalist interests over the past dec-
ade, it has succeeded in fragmenting
its traditional grass roots support am-
ongst the great body of small farmers;
antagonized the working class with its
proposed measures to ‘'regulate'” the
affairs of Trade Unionism; and stirred
up everyone in general with its Crim-
inal Justice Bill. Now, with an elec-
tion in the offing, the only thing left
with which it can hope to stir up some

support, is a worn out jingoism; and
they have the neck to go right ahead

and do just that.

OLD Finn MacCumhal Blaney kicked off
this latest game of 'find the sucker",
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with his call on February 23, to the -

people of the Six Counties. to boycott
all parties in thc election who ''stand
for the Union with Britain'-a call that -
covered a wide field indeed. He then
went on to take O'Neill to task: yer
man had the cheek to “'sneer at what he
terms the legal fiction of the claim in
our Constitution to jurisdiction over
the 32 Counties.” And what a sacrilege
that was, secing as how rone other than..
the LONG FELLA himself had inserted
that clause'to establish, international-~
ly the Irish Peoplesiclaim to a.United
Ireland.”

IF the truth were told, there are
more than O'leill who look upon that
famous clause as the biggest piece of
fiction ever composed by an Irish pol- --
itician -- and that's saying a lot. One
can't help but wonder if Fianna Fail
feels so strongly about it all, then
why in the devil have they never raised
the matter on the international forum
of the United Nations? By doing so,
they would at least be in the position
to put a better face on their jingeism
when they resort to it in times- of
need.

AS if Blaney wasn’t enough, we then
had Kevin Boland take over the ball the
following week. The big guns were rea-—
1ly booming now --Agricultural Minister
Blaney followed by the Minister for Lo-
cal Government, with Blackpool Jack ha-
ving his spake in the meantime. . Boland
really laid it on the line for the gra-
tification of the faithful. Says he:
Fianna Fail 'was set up for the spec-
ific purpose of ending Partition;” and
says he, dotting the i%s: "the restor-—
ation of our National integrity is the
reason for the existence of our Party."



And to think some of us had jrown cyn-
ical enough to suppose that Fianna Fail
had been turned into a private graft
agency for TACA? :

IT would be inveresting to know where
Lemass stands with all this sabre rat-
tling. It was only on January 28 last
that he told us in ‘the Irish Press:
“"ther& was no doubt whatever that any
of the statements made here in the past
about Partition were tended to consolr
idate the hostility up there to removal
of Partitipon rather than to weaken it."
He also said that "Unity..is not a mat-
ter of territorial acquisition.” But
then, Lemass no longer has great inter-
est in the needs of party politics. He

has his hands full, and his pockets,
with all the directorships he has to
attend to.

IT ig all very well to dismiss the
jingoism of Fianna Fail with a shrug,
and say they are only flogging a dead,
or nearly dead horse. This is far from
the truth. It has become far too com-
mon a thing of late for "progressives'
to look with a jaundiced eye on that
which is called the nationalism of the
People. Half-baked Socialists, who use
the writings of Communist philosophers
more as a bible than as a creative pol-
itical tool, dismiss nationalism as a
purely and completely bourgeois disease
and disdain to have any truck with it
for fear'of contaminating their ideo-
logical purity. We suggest., and sug~
gest very strongly that a little more
creative homework is needed on this wh-
ole question if all of us hope to con-
tribute to the building of Socislism in
Ireland. By ignoring the potential and
real essence of nationalism, progres-—
sives are in fact giving a clear field
to those like Fianna Fail,who, by their
jingoistic brand of patrictism, can
easily exploit the feelings and sentim-
ents of the people for purely class
interests.

LET there be no mistaking the fact
that the Irish People, 1like all long
established historic communities, pos-
sess a strong attachment to and ident-
ity with their own particular heritage
and traditions. This is a reazl, a tan-
gible and a forceful factor in their
lives, which has to be related in a
meaningful way to any proposals for fu-
ndamental - change in the life of the co-
mmunity. To present Socialist Internat—
ionalism out of context with this,
not alone wrong theoretically, but cri-
minal from the standpoint of rational
political behavior. The Irish People
identify themselves as a distinct nat-
ional community, which they are, and
their psychological response to propos—

is

als for social, political and sconomic
change will invariably be in harmony
with this identity. You cannbt expect
the people to react to an abstract int-
ernational ideology -- and an internat-
ionalism which does not take into acc-
ount the characteristics of individual
nations, and all this entails, is abs-
olutely abstract. '

SOCIALISTS who dec not take this into
account; who do not differentiate bet-
ween Nationalism, which is the conerete
expression of deeply ingrained sentim-
ents inculcated by the existence of se-
parate historic communities for thousa-
nds of years, and bourgeois jingoistic
patriotism, which is nothing more or
less than the base exploitation of such
sentiments for the benefit of that par-
tizular class; can never expect to get
anywhere --and rightly so. Worse still,
by such negligence, thcy are contrib-
uting to the continued
the People by the bourgeoisie,by allow-
ing thbm to propagate unimpaired their
perverse and anti-nationalist brand of
patriotism.

IT is this brand of perverse
class-patriotism which Fianna Fail are
again peddling in their hour of need .

They know damn well what they are
about; they appreciate the psychology
of the People, and hope to capitalize

on it once again. The great tragedy is
they will be facilitated in doing so
for so long as Socialists fail to grap-
ple with the problem; for so long as
Socialists close their eyes to the fact
that a clear difference exists between
nationalism and a class-orientated pat-—
riotism,

NATIONALISM is a psychological
identity with a particular nation, or
historically formed social entity. Pat-
riotism is the ideological polarization
of that identity, which will obviously
reflect at any given period the needs
of the politically dominant class in
that nation. To say that both are the
same thing 1is ludicrous- and to say
that because bourgeois patriotism is
bad, nationalism itself must of neces-
sity be equally so, hardly does justice
to the Marxist method of analysis. As
we have already said, it is about time
that Socialists here 1in Ireland got
down to the task of clarifying. this
matter. When it is fully understood,
then, not alone will we be in a better
position to forward the cause of Soc-
ialism in our own country, but we will
also be on the road to contributing to-
wards the realization of a real and
functioning Internationalism, as this
is understood by Marxists,

exploitation of.
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NOCHT ﬁgorstét na 26/90. olcas a 9hrof
le linn cas Dhonncha Ui Dhuinneachai,.i.
Denis Dennehy san Ardchdirt.
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IS beag né/ta/aon nochta nios 1éire ar "ge ord shli  a naduir g0 bhf1ll ceart
£3il ar lofacht is ar fhrith-dhaonnacht aige dos na nithe a bhfuil se spleach
an cdrais polaitidla do lean ar “Bhun- orra:spledch ar bhia d' Fhulnncamh coirp
reacht na hEireann'’ (26 Co.) (1937). is aigne: spleach ar €adach s ar dhi-

dean d'fhonn garfacht na h-aimsire do

O tharla gur sheﬂs an, tArdchulrt le choimead uaidh agus 'fhop1 shaibhreas :
eart an mhaoine phriobhdidi  (Alt 43, an phearsain, is cagsu]acht chlainne do
Bunr. na hEireann, 1937) agus go bhfuil fhorbairt.

sé( seo_ i gcoimhlint le le an Nadiir, ni :

mdr duinn iniucha do dheananh ar cad do Islitear ;ignin an chlainne ata/"an dfi

bhi i gceist in ddirire i gcds Dennehy. dean d'veir mar ata saol runda an ghra

= = = o > 1dlr thuisti ,agUS idir thuisti is pals;

, AR dtuis ni folair duinn do mheabhru ti,nocht faoi shdile an shomhain. -0s 1

na fuil aon bhaillOChC ag roinnt le bun- an chlann bunanonad an nﬂlsluln treagrm

reacHt nd 1e difd mas i gcoimhlint iad do ¢idh se do sta 1u na gclanna 2nn.ls leir

dhll an dadulr no a’ ord an rec.s‘ﬁr, g0 bhtdll ;y_n ; i o!leaspa n_r‘e‘-,_na ag me-

. ilt beo-ruta an naisivin.T4 an gaimbfn-

IS aoirde beatha na an mhacin. Is mar bdcnas g, su substainnt na h-ilrochta
sheirbhis don bheatha atd an mhaoin ann. S'n adieinn ag: a bhunus chruthaioch
N{il ceart dérlaighead ag an mhaoin féin. eadhon an chlann. Ta na milte clanna

; i : %go%’chosc o'n ruhdacht Plainnc i5 bun-

IS le duine eigin an ceart mhaoine. Usai toisc scannol na tlthlﬁ”htﬁ: easpa

Cuid do-dheighilte de cheart an bheatha dhfﬁeana, plody dhideanz 5101 ghothram
sea an prionnsabal 2o mbesdh teacht ag is sior-oscailt na dtronontdn.

gach beo ar thri ni bunusacA, ~adhon, bia,

eddach, is didean. Ni chothuitear an AR eagla go Bmosclotai sdile na

bheatha 'na n-damais. Tig le garfacht is mbocht A‘fhf}inn a peas agus d'aithne

fuacht aeir an bds d'imirt ar an duine. a namhaid ta clgas a immirt orra ag

- oy ; lucht an vhalmhln. Ar eagla go dtuit-

IS tuisce ceart don bheatha na "ceart™ . feadh mallacht is dioltas na  mbocht
do fhldirse bheatha. Nil ceart ag a01nnb orra ' fein cuirtear i 1lecith na bun-
beatha an bhoicht do chur i gcontu;rt i reachtc,i leith na dlithe, agus i leith
n-ainm ‘cirt” mhaoine. Ni lulonn se le na sCdirteanna, obair shalach an ghalm—
réasun go mbéadh an bheatha sios do bineachais. Is cuige seo L5 cora
dhuine ar bith nuair t4 an fldirse in cainnte mer s ‘prinnsabair na bunrecachta'
a/irdc do dhuine eile, agus nach mbocht- Ln 10[1315 pronnsdbal' an Aicme gaim--
ofai aoinne 'g a roinnt ar bhochta. Is blnlgh ‘orduithe cdirte'", in iomnaid
aoirde an bheatha agus an ceart don bhea- orduithe aicme an ghaimbin: “disbeaga
tha, na an ceart a n-imrionn cruatan, cdirte” in ionaid disbeaga do 1lucht
nalle, is1id is micha dhochalS, agus an an ghaimbin. Do be]re“dh Dennehy 1
bas fdin, ar shaoine nach 1d a ndignit na bpriosun ddirire do bhri gur qhbas se
a nadir nd dignit an t& gur le an le dif an Ndddir agus i gcoinne "pron-
"ceart" mhaoine sin. nsabail’ an luchz ghalmo1n de bhri gur i

. = , thu@ se dushlan g ‘orduithe na ngaimb- ?
NI he beo gan teora e an duine. Ta 1nequh, de Bult‘ear ( An Breitheamh sa
teora lena bheatha lena eolas agus lena h:s), agus Underwood ({undir, do Lbulr
chomhachtai. N{ thlg lel< aon rud, aon an dli ar Denneay) agus de bhri gur
mhaoxn, do chruthd. Nil s¢ in a mﬂalstj thug se disbeaga do leithéidi De Buit-
ir air f01n. Is rud do-dbeanta dho e lear is Underwood. :
neaspleachas pearsanta d' almolu leﬂdlte
chomhluadar daonna. Os spluach e o nadur, DO nocht an "Breitheamh' "trua" do



bru coingias an Biwuitléi irigh
phost uﬂOb agus “promnsebail’ sincheart
an ghaimbin.

chas Dennci
/7 7
& Dob "ei
t de chur
s y
holg bhi dusgi
dul as

NACH aisteach an nhaise do "Shaorstdt"
g0 Palou Demnehy gan dlﬂban ig e'lsaog,
agus nar aimsigh se dldCaF zo dlithiul
go dti gur chai 1 oe sacirse a phea-
roaln i geill phrlok un Mpainseci Nach
Hrv;a mar "dul uUﬂchyﬁdfC Saocire . gan
dldean, daoirse le didean.
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5 received for publication as we weie: i
not allow for comment on the situation it deo
issue.

UUBLIN POSTHEN'S UNION.

At followins

ressure o

AT
isation by the
ation of the sc
Dublin Postmen

parcels office on the 7th February, a typical case of victim-
2051 Telegraphs was carried out with the collabor-—
Office Workers' Uniom: the Secretary of the

reason given by the supervi for the dismissal was "unsatisfactory working'';
despite the fact that this ' mpeccable record on the job for 14 months,
and had never once - unti al -- been spoken to concerning his working
ability.

force to be reckoned with by the Department and
» of the P.O.W.U., there has been zn incessant

3 ion, harassment, and sackings of members of the
DR the 1 ghL uf 211 :f- is simply ludicrous of the Department to attempt
to inflate into  something incident that occurred when the Secretary
of our Union, having recei pulled a supervisor's hat down over his

EVEwn since
their loy:
and concerted

eyes

campoign against miiftant postmen won't stop at this. The D.P.U. won't be
intimid this or further action by the Department. The D.P.U. will con-
tinuve to for Jecent wages conditions for tenporary postmen. It will con-

SEE thell risht, "o
join a Trade Urnion of their choi

tinue to ied in Article 40 of the Irish Constitution, to

[AS T T A ]
3l
w

; 1

he browbes adherence to the principles of Trad: Unienism

Connolly 3

ISSUED bY THE DUBLIN POSTMEN'S UNION.
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PEOPLE'S VOiCE: ?uh"shed by SAOR EIRE, a
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THE FEDERATIUN OF SUILDING
Contractors and Allied Employers,
when confronted by their workecs in
PUDSULELOE S pgye lﬂcreaaes, will

shout "blue murder"™, and give ‘them
Lho usual moan of small profit mar-
gins How then do they reconcile
thblr claim of low profits with the
hloh Profits.  sought < by Ppainting

ontractors in Cork recently?

WHEN THE CGNMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT
of Cork Hospitals scught tenders
for the internal -and externsl paint-
ing of one of their hospitals, they
received the following pElCPS from

Fuur Painting contractors;- #974;
1,483; #1,596 and £2,934. 1n fact
thp contractor who submitted the

lowest price was
ing the contract
submit a bond;

solved

in danger of los-
because he didn't
BrPe thils was  re-
when he agreed to undertake
the job witfout payment until the
work was completed and passed by
the architect. when the enormity
Of “the grice ‘diftfarence. in the
tenders was questioned by the com-
mittee, and a sus ggestion ‘made that
the contractor who submitted the
lowec* bid was employing non-uniaon
labour, the Chairman,Canon Powell,
assured the cDmmlttee that-all the
workers were union- members, and
that the same contractor had prev-
lously done work to the satisfact-
ion of the hospital authorities.

WE ARE WELL AWARE THAT UNDER THE
tender system those who submit the
higher bids would normally fail to

land the contract, But surely this
whole affair tells Us - morettHan
thirs? it certainly gives us an

lﬂSlth into the marglins of prefit
tontractors sef their sights on.
if, for instance, the .874 contr-
actor
and let's

hadn't submltted a tender--
faea it

when he did he

calculated :

for a prafie EesoL ban ' t
the contract havse 20ne tu the next
lowest bidder, whicgh would leay

(B 1)

the hespitals' committae someéfiu:
the poorer. Cven in our society,
where the labour oocwer of workers
is expleited for tnhe undisguised
motive of profi
it takes 5
recione o
200% more t

and then te

Ty R pmplO/er,
(B 7 a

F-ts are too
you don't hav
genius to ses =)
who Priced his work at #
have " included the i

ticket to the moon

Li=ie el = rh REMEVIER ALSL THAT
all work done by contractors isn't
by the tender system alone. n

fact thore Nare tines when it L

5
busy in the trade. ang lnuwwlou ls
Or committees Haue'Humaun B0 od
as to who they can ge and Judqlﬂ

Sy the above prices,unless they do
business with the %‘/4 et EsEtor,
they may well get fleeced.

PRUVIDED BvY

also kni

MAINTENANCE wG2K
local authorities is

o e}
be very profitable work;so much so
that enly recently the FLHSLD@ﬂt
of the Natignal Association of

Master Painters and Decorators af
Ireland, attacked loc al authorities
for the employment of maintenance

staffs.. In Bther words, it's not
what's good for the local authorp-
itiss that Ecounts, but the less
of profits to the "MASTERS."
HOWEVER, IT WASN'T LONG JEFORE
they got their unswer from the work-
ers through theirunion theA.S.P.D.

s - .
whose executive council in astate-

ment said:




We

EMENT

NaAMPDI

of our

WITH
& Coptrac-
of Irgl-

and, t bdildere wili mot
Painters direct, aing e o
concluded by means not atail clesry,
is now scmething that the decorat-
ors would like to see extended to
local suthorities. Local guthor=
ities will be asked to repel any
attempt by decoratdrs to extengd
thisg perniciDUS_ggreement.”

WE SUSGEST THE N.AMLE.D.I. woulg

be better employed trying todevise
8 system that would replace the
arcnaic method of tendering for
EORTract s, Are the fowr tenders
recently submitted for the  peint-
ing of a Cork hospital the decora-
tors' idea of competition?

IN recent months, the capitalist

lackeys of Leinster House have attemp-
ted with their usual Red—baiting facs
tics to smothcr Socialists' in a welter
of muck throwing. No doubt, but when
the ruling class, fearful of the in-
ability of its gutter press to discred-
it Saeiglist trends, decided to scrape
the lackey barrel for stooges,they cer-
tainly brought up the scum: The tactics
adopted by these political pygmies
have long age been committed to the
dustbin of history, alonc with American
McCartyism. True, where they have
dropped thes tactics, they have rep-
laced them with more subtle ones: but
this only goes to show how politically
antiguated the Morans, Dowlings, Crow-
leys, Childers and Barretts arc,

(]

IN fact it can be said they have
truly lost touch with the People, par-
ticularly the working  class of our
cities and towns, who have in recent
years shown great interest in the writ-
ings of Marx, Engels and our own James
Connolly. This is not to say that the
ruling are unaware of the fail-

of is appreach. Fvents in Dub-
tin, the wuckrakers failed with
their slanders and innuendoes during
the housing agitation, certainly must
have brought home the failure of their

class

Bre

where

approach. Ir remains to be seen how
the ruling class will drop their lac-
keys, as they 2lways do, and what new

approach they will
the situation in
whera they dropped

take. Certainly,
the Six Counties,
the old Orange Card

for the 0'Neill "moderation', has many
lessons. The Barretts, Morans and the
rest could end up on a limb, like their
counterparts Craig and Co. tranger
things have happened.

AS an instance of how unimaginative
and stick-in-the-mud their approach is,
and for the benefit of young socialists
today, we reprint Stephen Barrett's
rantings against the unemployed move-
ment way back in June 1957. Speaking
cn the Finance Bill in Leinster House,
he said:

OB il Find, within the next fow
months, in many constituencies, that a
party described as the Unemployed Par-

ty, will importune itself on the pub-
lic, pointing out the failure of the
Government and in some way try to en-

courage strife. I have reason to bel-
ieve that agitation is not coning from
this country, that it is not being fo-
rmented by Irishmen, but by so~called
Irishmen who have been sent back here
from England.

"I KNOW personally of at least two men
who came back here from Britain and
have resided herc without employment or
without signing on at the Labour Exch-
ange, and who are here purely to for-
ment strife among the " working classes
of this country.

"THERE is in process of evolution at
the moment a new Communist assault on
this country, there is a conspiracy to



fingey of
oi native government

inspired by elcmants
from us than England."”

point the scorn at all forms
and that is being

farther removed

WHAT crap: Comparcd to his recent
speech in Leinster House, it's hard to
deteet change. Looking at 1957 in ret-
rospect, the government of the day had
the good sense——from a capitalist view-—
point --to ignore Barrett; and predict-
ably we hadn't any strifc. He nust have

A.

scandal of
the

WHEN SAOR EIRE
an eviction by the
A.S.W. in the last
we calied upon the

_ the

exposed
Cork branch of
issue of this paper,
Trade Union Movement
and the Labour Party in Cork and through

out the country to
itiopn on %t: It

clarify their pos-—
was our feeling that
this was necessary for the welfare of
labour forces generally. To date, only
cne union, the Plumbers’ Union of Cork,
has given an official statement on it.
The Labour Party has stayed very quiet
indeed; mnotwithstanding the fact that
the A:S.W. is affiliated to it§ and so
have the great majority of unions.

thought thon, and  no doubr thinks
still, the workers to be great tools to
provide him and his ilk with infantile
opposition, so that they can he crushed
easily. When the workers of this coun—
try assert themsclves as a united force
to seize frecdom, then the muckrakers
will get the opportunity to line up
against the majority; if they have the
guts. History has shown capitalist
their posts when the

lackeys desecrtc
crunch ccnues.

case. The fact that the McGarry family
quickly secured a house as a result of
Saor Eire's handling of the matter, does
not end it by a long shot. We have cnly
just begun, and before we have finished
we intend to literally force these peo-
ple to take an copen stand on it ora way
or the other., A principle was iavolved,
and on their public attitude towards the
scurrilous viclation of this principle,
both the Labour Party and Trade Unicns
will be judged openly. They should alsc
not forget as well that an election in
which they will have a great interest is
in the offing.

BELOW, we give the cowmunication
received from the Chairman of tuwe Plun~
‘bers’ Union:—

NO doubt, these peoplc hope the issue
will be conveniently forgotten if it is
ignored for long cnough. Well, we can
assurc them that fhis will not be the

A Chara;~ )

The first knowledge I had of an eviction having taken piace in the Carpenters’
was when I read about it in your paper. I was, however, aware that relations bet-
ween the caretaker and the A.5.W. Executive were rather strained, and that they were
anxious to get rid of him as a tenant.

WITHOUT getting involved in the tedious argument of this man's right as a
tenant, and his obligations as a carstaker to the people with whom he entered into
contract, the important issue, as I see it, is the arbitrary means employed to ter-
minate that contract. There is no law more obnoxious, more revolting, more complet-
ely devoid of justice and charity on the civil statute of this country, than the law
which permits evictions. It is this and worse than this, because of the punishment
it extracts for a breach of contract--a contract so trivial as only to permit a roof
over the head of a family. The penalty extracted for this violation is more severe
than for the most hideous crime,because it demands retribution from every member of
the household down to the youngest infant. "All are put out on the street together."

THIS penal enactment is of 18th century origin and structure, designed to
protect the despotic landlord from an outraged tenantry,a tenantry who in many cases
teday, by an eveolution of power, is operating the very same penal code to
his neighbour -- in this particular case,.his fellow union member.

THE EXECUTIVE members of the A.S.W. in Cork City.are honourable men and goc:d
trade unionists. Some of them carry the scars of many a battle with the employers
for the rights and dignity of their fellow members. They are also accessories to
this act of criminal folly; an act that must never be repeatcd. The price paid for
unity and free association is great, so great in fact that it leaves no room for
autocracy. But this can only be maintained by the full participation and constant
vigilance of every union member.

crucify

8. Signed Edward Williams .




iN DEALING WITH FHE CARPEMNTERS'

Hall (A.S.W.) evietion in cur last

issiiao, we mentisped toe scant re-

gpard there really is in Tapitalist
iTeland: for ot sa
}_

1
metdtyiof the

family'. Weirpburh i el o 2

gfF  “family- samebity = —agein, o

glive our readers yet another casse

where tne family —Has been torn

asunder by the scapitalist system

we ltive under.here im lreland. The
n

following case is by no means an
isolated one.and it 1s our intent-
ien in future issues to highlight
many similar cases. .

EARLY LAST YEAR THR EANILTES,
the 0'Callaghans, Moor and Mini-
nanes were served with notice to
guit  their homes at!'The laples'',
Frankfield, Douglas, Cork. To set-
bl estate s it had veen decided
By tihe Owners te gell’"The dapiss !
and naturally, wvacant possession
would inevitably bringwith it grea-
Lol mrofits. 5o Irish landlords s dis:
regarding the sanctity of three
Irish families, sought the aid of
thaseanitalist court, - and i
e e Moores and 0'Callaghans
were.svicted; but fortunately for
them,the Corporation rencused them.
B ulher fanily, the finibanas,
whin=ael alcn bepn -served with an
gulEtiof order, moved into g smgltl
caravan as a temporary measure.
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TeDAY S UVER S1xX MONTHS AFTER TdiS
Upheavaly the Minihanes still live
in their little caravan at 3ally-
cdpeen w0l b ipsanle Road; and "The
lgples" remains vacant andunsold .
Here 1s a3 case of people who lived
in‘a heluse =il hoir lives, —and
who now find themselves cooped-up
in an area :less tham the size of
an average sitting room or kitchen
in g Cobmpegil feuse. In this small
area, three Bbdoys aged 13, 17 and
18 years live  Wwith thelr wmother;
here they must eat,wash, sleep and
try to relax. Water must be draun
from a well over amile away. Their
sanitary arrangements are anyone's
guess.

AND WHAT AZ0UT THE FATHER OF THIS
family? tnafile to get public hous-
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Hg ot and the ceravan being too
small to provide sleeping accomod-
ation For all, he whos Dbliged £O
e o himsellf Over two

miles away . Here tnen is the re-
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turn fMr. ang frs. -Ainihane have got
from our socisty -- enforced sepa-
ration of man and wife after long
years Of marriage. Already, they

By ceen theiv eldest  cobhildren
emigrate, and shortly may well see
thHeir L} and lB-vear-olds do - the
same.
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AS LON:S AS WE HAVE A CARLTALIST
Sysiem here in  Ireisng;  we will
have rack-renting, bad housing,
evictions and consequently, broken
hEE s Loapitaltiem, un ke Sogial=
tem.s iies . oot dnterestitself o in
people, but rather their exploit-
atien, which in many cases means
throwing them out on the streets.
e say a plague on all those who
gevict our peocple from their homes,
be they Irisrm orforeign landlords.
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AS UE SFEE LT, WE MAY ALLEVIATE THE
situation Dy sgitsting and demon-
strating on the streets in an at-
tempt to pressure owr City and County
Coungils tO provide bouses. 3ut as
they are curbed themselves y tne
system of which they are a part,
they cannct solve the problem. Unly
by working f ialism and fin-
ally smashing capitalism, in all
its forms, will the people find hap-
piness and dignity in this land of
ouTe.
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THE Stormont circus has just finished
the latest of its periodic tours through

the countryside, where, 1like the Roman
circuses of old, it served to divert the
interest of the masses from the real is-
sues, by providing high-class entertain-
ment. Like all such events, the elect—
ion carried colourful billing and extra-
vagant promises. Few .run-ofsthe-mill
shows could compete with such billings
as "Protestant Gladiators in mass battle
with Catholic sub-citizens;" '"King Kong

0'Neill fights to the death with the
ferocious Hun, Paisley;" "Sad-faced
Eddie wrestles with the British Lion;"

and for good measure, 'New crowd-tamers
go through their paces" --a good perfor-
mance winning them an appointment to the
permanent retinue of players. It was
all very entertaining,as it was intended
it should be. But when the final curtain
had rung down with the counting of  the
votes, as usual the promoters were the
only real gainers.

10.

MANY suggestions were advanced to
justify this latest election; the most
widely propagated of which had the "mod-
erate" reactionaries under O;Neill bra-
vely battling for the good of the com-
munity against the "old fashioned sect-—
arian” reactionaries led by Craig and
Paisley. Connected with this, you had
the issue of O;Neill's leadership of the
Unionist camp.

THERE is, of course, a split of sorts
in the Unionist Party, but this did not
in any way precipitate the need for the
election. What did was the growing mil-
itant opposition to the ruling class
cenerally, which developed from the
spontaneous upsurge of October last .
This was the dangerous phenomenon which
had to be contained at all costs, and in
the final analysis, the best gambit rea-
dily available to do this was an elec—
toral contest; which could be expected

to redirect the political spotlight back

to parliament,and away from the streets,
where it was clearly concentrating with
alarming regularity.

~HE

the threat

cause of the clection sremmed from
posed to the ruling class by
a polarizing mass opposition. Disag -
reements on how this threat should be
met, and indeed on what it actually rep-
resented,caused a rift or "split" in its
political arm, che Unionist Party. But
this difference of opinion was but an
offect arising out of the main danger
and it did not give rise to the mneed
for an electinn. By posing this effect--
the split in Unionist ranks-—as the main
issue, the ruling class succeeded to a
great degree in confusing the situation;
at least for long enough to enable them
to reconsolidate their position.

WHEN all is said and done, one of the
greatest achievements of the alection 1is
that it succeeded in giving the capital-
ist rule a much needed breather to rep-—
air a gravely eroded position. Many
commentators have said both before and
after the election, that it was irrelev-—
ant -- an exercise in futility. This is
true in the context of the fake issues




its associated
far from being

which predominated in all
propaganda; but it is
true in the sense that, as a political
circus, it did succeed in breaking the
tempo in the., development of the mass
opposition already referred to: and by
so doing, created a situation wherein a
new mass challenge must, for all intents
and purposes, start- again from squarc
one. In this 1light, the elaction was
far from being an irrelevancy tq the
“ruling class.

IT is not suggested that the election
solved the agitational problem for the
ruling class- merely that it succeeded
in giving them the first round, by en-
‘abling th&m to regain - the initiative
strategically. = The war still goes on,
but let us asses its results sc far,

the
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AS 2lready peointed out, tempo of
mass struggle was interrupted- a critic-—
al gain for the ruling class, in view of
the vulnerability - of demonstrations as

a political weapon; a factor arising
_ mainly from the emotive naturg of their
driving force. A campaign base{ on mass
agitation can never be taken to .accom—
odate itself readily to the tactic of
being turned on, off,and on again by its
leadership. This - 18 ‘not-so, and for

regasons which should be apparent.
IN ADDITION, the election enabled
reformist elements implic 1 in the
Civil Rights campaign an “opportunity to
extradite themselves from a potentially
revolutionary situation, without having
to relinquish their positions of influ-
epce in the movement itself, This was
yet another gain for the ruling class.

-

HAD the election not taken place,; and
taking into account the escalating nat-
ure of the agitation prior tc it, the
reformists would have been forced by the

pressure of events to openly take a
stand which would have unmasked their
inherently reactionary position. This
development could, with reason, be exp-

ected to see the influential reformists
replaced by more radical personnel; and
with their demise would dissipate the co
vert bourgeois influence they cxercice.
It should be remembered that even prior
to the anpouncemant of the election, the
reformist leadership of the Civil Rights
were strenuously maneouvering to defuse
the crisis —--but timely intervention of
the People's Democracy movement at a
critical juncture, sucteeded in maint-
aining the momentum of the gencral agit-
ation.

A THIRD gain for the status quo rclates
to the electoral success of leading fig-
ures on the Civil Rights. They now sit
in Stormont, and can be expected to
manipulate with even greater success the
- future unrest in 2 fashion which will
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facilitate the usual bourgeois
procrastination. The fact that the
elected by a Civil Rights vote expedites
this enormously. Already, we have heard
them voice concern that 'politics must
be taken off the streets.'" Of coursz;
because when practiced in the streets,
politics have proved too damned explo-—
sive altogether for the peace of mind
of the middle cliass. Regardless of the
concern these people have shown towards
the plight of the explecited population,
and irrespective of the'anger" they have
expressed on ruling class''mismanagement"
they still remain an integral part of
that class. Their main dzsire is to see
capitalism rectify the abnormalities in
its system, which tend to make it far
too vulnerabla. But whenever the class
lines are clearly drawn in any conflict
between rulers and ruled; these reform—
ists will, indeed must,cast their lot in
with their own kind.
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IT may well be said that while all of
this is undoubtedly true, nevertheless,
it goes too far to suggest that the
bourgeoisie are so diabolically clever
as to raticnalize their political act-
jons in this way. In other words, the
game wasn't planned this way; it just so
happened that it came out like that.
Luck, no doubt!

THIS 1s &
hard fact
waging the
years now:
erience in

comfortable approach. But the
is the bourgeoisie have been
class war for a few hundred
they have acquired much exp-—
its needs, much expertise in
its promotion, and they haven't held on
to what they still hold through luck.
When it comes to the art of manipulating

people with tne election gimic, you can
be sure the real issues are not those
which get the most prominence. On the

contrary, that which is of least relev-
ance invariably receives the greatest
coverage; a tactic based on the premise
that since it is good to have the people
fighting amongst themselves, it is imp-—
erative that the matters on which they
do fight are as far reuwoved as possible
from the centre of political sensitivity

THIS is the old con game at which the
ruling class, from years of experience,
are past masters. We saw it in operat-

ion in the Six County election, where
in the end many did not know what prec-—
isely they were voting for; and those

who did, found the circus did not have
provisions through which they could as-—
sert their views.The election was called
to'straighten out" things alright; but
its promoters didn't go so far as to say
in whose precise interest this straight-
ening out was to be dome. Ah! but sure
isn't that the rub in all elections pro-
moted by the bourgeoisie?

* * * *




3y James Connolly

Come workers, sing a rsbel song, a song of love znd.hate;

Of love unto the lowly, and of hatred to the great. :
The greas who trod our fathers down, who steal our .chilgrens bread;
Whose hand of greed is stretched to rob the living and the dead.

CHORUS

Then sing a rebtel song, as we proudly sweep along;

To end the age long tyranny that makes for huian tears.
Our march is never done with each setting of the sun;

And the tyrant's might is passing with the passing of the years.

2 : ;
We sing no song of wailing, and no song of sighg or tsars;
High are our hores, and stout our hearts, and banished all our fears.
Our flag is rasised above us, so that all ‘the world may see:
'Tis Labour's faith and Labour's arm alone can Labour free.

:

Out from the depths of misery we march with hearts af lame;
With wrath sgainst the rulers false who wreck our manhood's name-
The serf who licks his tyrant's rod may bend forgiving knee;

The slave sho breaks his slavery's chain a wrathful man must be.

4

Our army marches orward with its face towards the dswn;

In trust secure in that ons thing the slave may lgan upon.
The might within the arm of nhim who, %nowing fresdom's worth;
Strikes home to banish tyranny from off the face of .earth.

1




Title: People’s Voice, No. 5
Organisation: Saor tire
Date: 1969

Downloaded from the Irish Left Archive.
Visit www.leftarchive.ie

The Irish Left Archive is provided as a non-commercial historical
resource, open to all, and has reproduced this document as an ac-
cessible digital reference. Copyright remains with its original au-
thors. If used on other sites, we would appreciate a link back and
reference to the Irish Left Archive, in addition to the original cre-
ators. For re-publication, commercial, or other uses, please con-
tact the original owners. If documents provided to the Irish Left
Archive have been created for or added to other online archives,
please inform us so sources can be credited.


https://www.leftarchive.ie

