(GATHAL GOULDING
Representative of the Irish Republican Movement
Addressing lst Annual Conferance
Natienzl Association for Irish Justice
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Mr Chairman,Delegates and Visiters;I would like tm say that T feel henored and
very proud to be asked to address this convention of the Natienal Associatien fer
frish Justice and its Affiliates. I weuld like to say also that I am further.
hensred by the fact that I recieved this invitation from Mr Briom Heron whe as 2
member of the Connelly family who has been active in the cause of humanity in
many ceuntries. Not simply because he and his mother here,who T am proud te say I
met this morning,are just members of the Commolly family but T believe that they
have made a great contributien £o the cause ¢f liberty and civil rights in America
as well. They are the personificatien of the irrefutable fact that the cause ef
liberty is the cause of humanity and that the fight for Ireedom is a class
strugzle and cannot support the cause of equality and freedom in our ewn country
and be party te denying it to anyene else. Not only must we accept this but we
must be seen te support it.
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The Natienal Asseciatién Fér Irvish Justice is a new departure for the Irish and
IrisheAmerican community here and I wish now to express the hope that it will be
successful and teach this sectien of the American community that it is thelr duty
té leve America and if they do that they must use all the influence and pressure
they possess te assure that all sectimns of America are cherished equally, and
that this great natien is net to be tne instrument of sruvession against weaker
natibns.

I would alsl like ta take this eppertunity tn congraruiate the Civil Rights
Movement in their aciivities in the Six Counties and tu point out to this
ebuvention that ene df the greatest gains that bas heen made by them is that
they are in the prheess of breaking down the modopoly of power of the Unidnist
Cevernment in the $ix Ceunties. I further hope that their activities will help
the Irish and Irish-Americans here tm support the cause of civil rights id
America.

I believe also that the Civil Rights Mevement in Ireland must in the future
gxtend its esbjectives to include political rights and social rights and by dming
se will further educate the peeple of Ireland, by demonstrations, that this is
the mwst effective way to teach peeple that the real power in any ceuntry lies
in the hands »f the ordinary people. The politicians who sit in government
under the present established system in Ireland are not interested in this
preblem f the ordinary peeple. Those people must be taught te eliminate these
preblems themselves, The peliticins have alse been instrumental in stressing
Britain's responsibility fmr the situatien which exists in Ireland. Tt was
they who framed the Gevernment ef Ireland Act. They have clauseés in that Act
that can curtail the activities and farce the Unionist Govermment to legislate
for civil rights in Ireland. It was they who first organized the B-Specials
befare the Unienist Six-Ceunty Gevernment was set up and used them in the
pegroms ef 1920 and it is suite plain that they are prepared to use them again
in the future under a mmre respectable guise. For if, 2a Mp. Calahan and Mr.
Wilson claim, the British Army is quite capable of defending MorthemIreland
from eutside attack, why then de they want to mafntain such a sectarian force
except te suppress the underprivileged and to maincain the sectarian divisiens
- which have been created and maintained by British Imperialism to further their
aims eof vested interests in all Ireland. We have a proverb in Ireland that -=
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which means that "Contentinon is better than lonsliness”, and in this I would i e
like te point out that a questien that was asked here carlier on the bagic dif-
ference between the P.D. mrganization and the Republicen Movement. I think that

the biggest difference between us lies in the lack «f communicatien between ua,

They, and I agree with practically every word they said vhen they were explaining %
their ebjectives and their policies.The establishment of a workers and small R ERRN
farmers republic is also the ebjective of the Republizan Movement, and the Re-
publican Movement has been active in advocating these principles as the bases

of their palicies fer the past number of years and we have not done this aut of
political epportunism, but we have done &t because we believe in it, And we

believe that these principles are essential to the achievement of complete free-

dom in Ireland. I see the role of the Republican Movement in Ireland at the :w..?
present moment as in suppert of the civil rights movement and its activitdes, 1
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to help both individually and collectively to maintain the progress of that
wovenent. To extend the struggle for justice and freedom to the twenty-six
counties. For, as a number of civil rights speakers here pointed out, we have

an Act in the twenty-six counties called the Offences Against the State Act and
it is very similar te the Northern Ireland Special Powers Aet. Our role is to
encourage the ordinary people, both Forth and South, to organize to demand their
rights in the field of housing, working conditioms, and to put an end to land-
lordism in Ireland. To get them to understand that their besses and their land-
lord exploiters are handed tozerher in an organization called the establishment.
T4 the final anmalysis, the demands of the working classes, the landless, the small
farmer or the homeless will never be met, unless with the obstruction of the
ascendency and because the establishment has at its disposal an army and a police
force; well fed, well paid, and well armed,the final confrontation will be an
crmed one, and that the crgaonization and the training, and the arming of the
ordinary people for this confrentation is a wmost impertant essential.
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