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“I am absolutely satisfied that collusion is neither
widespread not institutionalised. From time to time,
however, there will be some bad apples in every barrel.”
— RUC Chief Hugh Annesley.

HESE WERE THE WORDS of the head of the RUC in a week

when a serving member of the Royal Irish Regiment again
appeared in court charged with involvement in the UVF murder
of a Catholic man in Armagh earlier this year. The statement
came almost exactly 25 years after the deaths of the first two peo-
ple to die in this phase of the conflict — both killed by the RUC.

Francis McCloskey and Sammy
Devenny were both beaten to death
by the RUC in 1969 and died on 13
and 17 July respectively. Such
deaths and the violent role of the
RUC and British army is still being
written out of the political equation
by most commentators, but this vio-
lence must be tackled if lasting
peace is to be secured..

Sinn Féin President Gerry
Adams accused Annesley of “try-
ing to distract attention away from
the reality of conflict in the Six
Counties and the role the RUC
plays in sustaining it through
repression and collusion with the
loyalist death squads”.

Annesley again predicted that
loyalist violence would end if the
IRA “called a halt to violence”’
and if the loyalists did not see a
“sell out” in the background. But
once again this was as much a
threat as a prediction from Annes-
ley, who has made similar menac-
ing remarks, notably when he

forecast loyalist attacks in the 26
Counties last year.

What Annesley ignores is the
reality that loyalist death squads
act against any perceived political
movement which threatens union-
ist domination. Loyalists — in and
out of RUC uniform — were doing
that long before the present IRA
campaign started and were
responsible for the first violent
deaths. Responding in detail to
Annesley’s remarks, Sinn Féin
President Gerry Adams said:

“Loyalist violence is not and
never has been reactive. Annesley
exposes his real political position
when he qualifies this perverted
view of loyalist violence by saying
that loyalists would halt as long as
they did not perceive a ‘sell out’,
that their murder campaign will
only stop if a political settlement is
on loyalist terms.

“This is the unionist veto in
practice — no political change, no
change in the status quo and

nationalists forced to remain
trapped within a political system
which discriminates against them
and denies them their democratic
rights. Underpinning all of this
there is the threat of loyalist vio-
lence, as voiced by Mr Annesley,
particularly in the 26 Counties, if
nationalists seek to advance these
political objectives.

“Loyalist violence has only one
objective — to secure unionist
dominance. But it will not succeed
in this. There will be no return to
Stormont rule. The current loyalist
murder campaign and the allied
threats of unionist politicians are
designed to derail a peace process
which has the potential to bring
about a negotiated settlement
based on equality and democratic
principles. Such a negotiated set-
tlement threatens no section of the

“ Irish people. It will benefit all of us

including the unionists. The loyal-
ist murder campaign does not
advance their interests, it should
be ended immediately.

“The RUC chief constable has
nothing new to offer in the current
efforts to advance the peace pro-
cess. Indeed, he returns to his
favourite subject of demanding
still greater powers to add to the
existing mountain of draconian
legislation which the RUC already
has at its disposal. This will only
add to the conflict.”

laborating on the present state of
the peace process, Adams said:

Déardaoin, 7 Iuil
Thursday, 7 July 1994

We don't wish to appoar

years is rather a long time - - »

“Peace is an achievable goal.
What is required to make the hope
of so many a concrete reality is a
commitment by all the parties to
the conflict is build on the existing
peace process.

I have repeatedly said that
peace rarely results from single
grand gestures on any one side.
This is all the more so when seek-
ing to unravel a conflict which is
centuries old. In our effort to posi-
tively move the peace process for-
ward, Sinn Féin is prepared to put
into play what we have to offer.
This includes our substantial elec-
toral and democratic mandate and
our total commitment to establish-
ing peace.

“’Since John Hume and I kick-
started the peace process, we have
all been in an evolving situation, a
situation which requires patience
and imagination, and which
requires that the steps already tak-
en be built upon.

“It must be remembered that
Sinn Féin has helped formulate

i

proposals which have been
enough to move the IRA to say
publicly that their acceptance by
the British government could pro-
vide the basis for peace.

“We must build on the positive
achievements of the last 18
months. There is a clear need to
press ahead with the peace pro-
cess. The present intense specula-
tion about the possibility of an
IRA cease-fire in this climate is
unhelpful and wholly misin-
formed.

“In addition we must also look
at more specific short-term and
intermediate-term objectives to
develop the potential which the
peace process has already provid-
ed for addressing issues of imme-
diate concern.

“In the short to medium term:
B We must ensure by our efforts

that there is no return to union-

ist domination over local
nationalist communities in the

Six Counties;

(continued on page 2)
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Belfast RIR
HQ blasted

IN A STATEMENT released after another devastating blow
against the British army in the Six Counties, the IRA’s Belfast
Brigade said that several of their active service units (ASUs)
breached tight security around the Royal Irish Regiment’s centre
of operations in the city in a daring mortar bomb attack.

The well-coordinated operation
took place on Saturday after-
noon, 2 July, around 2pm as the
RIR base was packed with
British soldiers attending a. func-
tion inside their heavily-fortified

compound. The base had been

reinforced several years ago fol-
lowing a rifle attack which killed
a British army private from what
was then the Ulster Defence Reg-

iment inside one of the base’s
observation posts.

The IRA statement after Satur-
day’s attack revealed that an engi-
neering unit had mounted three
mortar tubes inside a comman-
deered Ford Transit van before
being handed over to the ASUs.

Providing armed cover to the
ASU directly involved in the launch-
ing of the three heavy Barrack

Buster mortars was another ASU
armed with a variety of automatic
weapons. It is the first time these
heavy mortars have been used in the
city.

Positioning the mortar launch-
ers in a prearranged area in Der-
ryvolgie Avenue, yards from the
Windsor Park/Malone Road base,
the mortars’ firing mechanism was
armed and within minutes the first
mortar shell had landed inside the
RIR barracks closely followed by
the others.

The three loud explosions were
heard all over the city indicating the
mortars’ size and devastating capa-
bility. -

Extensive structural damage was
caused to buildings, including the
canteen and administration offices.
On completion of the third detona-
tion, all Volunteers withdrew from
the immediate area and, despite the
presence of undercover units of the
RUC, dispersed safely.

@ Extensive structural damage was caused to the RIR’s centre of operations in Belfast in a daring mortar attack by the
Irish Republican Army '

(continued from front page)

M Sinn Féin activists must be
able to represent and speak
for our communities in condi-
tions of peace, uninterfered
with by the British military or
the RUC, free of personal
harassment and free form the
threat of the death squads.
The censorship laws which
are an affront to democracy
and a denial of human rights
must be scrapped;

M It is time that a real effort was
made to end job discrimination
and economic inequalities
against Catholics;

N The underlying sectarian bias

against nationalist areas in the
allocation of economic invest-
ment must be brought to an end;

M The rights of Gaelgeoiri must be
fully recognised and an equali-
ty of status for the Irish lan-
guage including funding must
be secured;

M The speedy release of all long-
term prisoners, pending a full
amnesty for all political prison-
ers, must become a matter of
urgent concern;

B Repressive legislation must be
ended;

B The links between British intelli-
gence agencies and the loyalist
death squads must be severed.

Collusion at all its levels must

end.

“’Peace is not simply an IRA
cease-fire. The peace process must
address all of the issues which lie
at the heart of the conflict. The
policies and structures of the past
have failed. The status quo must
be fundamentally changed.

“’An end to violence and an
agreed political settlement will bring
with them a peace dividend which
will bring with it a dramatic change
in our social, economic and political
way of life. Peace will benefit all the
people of the island.” — See report of
London conference page 7 and ‘25 Years
Ago’ page 13

UDA farget nationalist families

THE UDA continued to target nationalist families in the Six
Counties in their concerted campaign of violence aimed at
terrorising Catholics into abandoning their nationalist aspira-
tions.

A young boy narrowly escaped death on Sunday, 3 July, after he
discovered a bomb planted outside his home in Barrack Street near
the centre of Belfast. The youngster was locking up his father’s car
when he noticed the device next to the car. The device was in a ther-
mos flask and the boy said it was ticking. Most of the street was evac-
uated as British army bomb disposal officers dealt with the device.
The UFF, a cover name used by the UDA, claimed that they had plant-
ed the device.

Death knell for rural schools

ROMORE Sinn Féin Councillor Pat Watters has warned of

British government plans to close schools in the Six Coun-
ties after the recent publication of a policy document by the
British Education Minister Michael Ancram. Watters said that
any closures would sound the death knell for already hard-hit
rural communities.

“In the rural hinterland of Dromore alone, it is obvious that a num-
ber of small primary schools are under review by the Western Educa-
tion and Library Board and by the Catholic Council for Maintained
Schools.”

“Many of these schools have been the cornerstone of community
life for several generations. I will be writing to Michael Ancram and
will be asking him to reconsider any such plans to close rural schools.
If you threaten to close small rural schools, you threaten to remove the
heart from hard-pressed rural areas. It’s as simple as that.”

Annesley 'setting
loyalist political agenda”

SINN FEIN Ard Chombhairle member Martin' McGuinness
has accused RUC Chief Constable Hugh Annesley of being
an apologist for loyalists, after he stated to the press that loyal-
ist violence was reactive to IRA violence and that if the IRA
were to suspend its campaign then loyalists would respond in
kind.

McGuinness has challenged Annesley’s interpretation of loyalist
violence and said that was “intimately aware of the history and feroci-
ty of loyalist violence. It's indicative of the mentality of the RUC that
their chief constable should try to excuse loyalist killings of national-
ists by saying that it was reactive.

“Mr Annesley is trying to set a loyalist political agenda by setting
down conditions under which loyalist paramilitaries would call off
their murder campaign.”

Call for local labour in Cobh

AT the first meeting of Cobh Urban District Council, newly-
elected Sinn Féin Councillor Kieran McCarthy called for
local labour to be employed on council contracts.

As the council adopted procedures for dealing with tenders for
public works, Councillor McCarthy intervened:

“I am the only unemployed councillor and there are 807 people
unemployed in the town. There is a major contract in front of the dole
office and not one Cobh person is employed on it. I am proposing
there should be a 60% local labour clause and a time limit on con-
tracts.”

Other councillors raised “difficulties” that would arise over fund-
ing and claiméd EU rules on “free movement of labour” prevented
local labour clatises. Speaking to AP/RN, Councillor McCarthy said
that this highlighted how local authorities were being restricted both
by government underfunding and EU rules, real or imagined, which
were being used to stifle local initiative. Councillor McCarthy said he
would be raising the issue again.

Cookstown workers angry

ationalist employees at the Unipork factory in Cookstown,

County Tyrone, are angry at the company’s unwillingness
to remove a Union Jack flag which flies over the factory from
the beginning of July until the end of August.

Cookstown Sinn Féin representative Martin Conlon has called on
the Fair Employment Commission to investigate the situation. He said
a number of Unipork employees had contacted him about the flying of
this flag which they found offensive. He said:

“Unipork certainly are not in compliance with FEC guidelines on
the display of flags and emblems at the workplace.” He called on the
management of Unipork to respect the sensitivities of all sections of
the workforce.
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Transfer hopes raised — families
demand action not words

OPES HAVE AGAIN been raised this week that Irish prison-
ers in British jails will soon be transferred to prisons in the
Six Counties. Unsubstantiated reports have been circulated that
the transfer, to allow Irish prisoners to serve their sentences closer

to their families, is imminent.

These reports have neither been
officially confirmed nor denied by
the Northern Ireland Office (NIO)
the Home Office, or indeed British
ministers. The fear is that the
expectations of prisoners’ families
are again being raised, only to be
dashed. :

Despite the fact that the trans-
fer of prisoners has been the stated
policy of the British government
since their adoption of the Ferrers’
Report in November 1992, they
have so far failed to act on it. This
report, the result of an ‘interde-
partmental review’ between the
NIO, the Scottish Office, and the
Home Office, recommended that
prisoners be moved under a proce-
dure allowing for “‘temporary
extended transfer” from Britain to
jails in the Six Counties.

This procedure has in itself
been criticised; not least because,
as yet, not one prisoner has been
transferred since the Ferrers’

Report was adopted. As outlined
in the report ‘temporary transfer’
would mean that those currently
serving sentences in Britain would
remain under the authority of the
Home Office, rather than the NIO,
as is the case with those in Six-
County jails.

As many Irish prisoners in
Britain are serving life sentences,
this procedure would, in effect,
create two categories of life-sen-
tence prisoners. Those eventually
moved from Britain would contin-
ue to be subject to the arbitrary
whims of the British Home Secre-
tary for their release; they would
also be denied parole to spend
Christmas or Easter with their
families.

The very nature of a “tempo-
rary’’ transfer implies prisoners
could be sent back to Britain at
any time, an instability which
would result in further anxiety for
families.

However unsatisfactory the
arrangements for ‘temporary

_transfer’ may be, the Ferrers’

Report did offer some hope to rel-
atives, many of whom have been
effectively exiled from their loved
ones.

Those who have, for as many
as 20 years, made the long and
tortuous journey to England,
often to find their son, daughter,
husband, wife or father has been
‘ghosted’ to another jail just pri-
or to their visit, were offered
some hope of being able to see
their loved ones regularly.
Indeed for some who, through
ill-health or age, are no longer
able to make the journey to Eng-
land, the Ferrers’ Report seemed
to offer their only hope of once
again seeing their relative.

Hopes of this nature have
again been raised with reports
that the British government is,
some 20 months since the publi-
cation of their own report, and
apparently under pressure from
the government of the 26 Coun-
ties, prepared to implement the
policy of repatriation of prison-
ers.

However, Dublin government
itself has failed to ratify the
European Convention on the
Repatriation of Prisoners, the
acceptance of which would pave
the way for the return of Irish
prisoners in Britain whose fami-
lies are in the 26 Counties. Caro-
line McEvoy, of the Committee
for the Transfer of Irish Prison-
ers, expressed the fears shared
by many of the relatives, friends
and supporters of Irish prisoners
on hearing the latest reports. She
said:

“’British government officials
have repeatedly told families
that their relatives’ transfer is
imminent. They lied. It is diffi-
cult to discover whether current
reports have more substance
than those of the past 20 months.
The statements of British minis-
ters and officials appear to be
deliberately evasive or inconsis-
tent. For example, the number of
prisoners to be transferred
varies; as does the number of
months a ‘temporary’ transfer
order would last.”

Sinn Féin representative Fran-
cie Molloy, while cautiously wel-
coming the reports that Ferrers’
recommendations were to be
implemented, remained sceptical.
He said that Sinn Féin wanted to

see the return of all Irish prisoners,
not just a number of prisoners
from the Six Counties. Molloy
made the point that any transfer of
prisoners to a jail close to their rel-
atives, as specified under Euro-
pean legislation, should be
permanent, rather than ‘tempo-
rary’.

For the Committee for the
Transfer of Irish Prisoners, Caro-
line McEvoy made it clear that
“any British government policy or
document has to be judged by
results”.

“For the last 20 months families
of prisoners in England have been
waiting for word that their loved
ones will be transferred from Eng-
land to Ireland; yet not one single
prisoner has been transferred
under the new criteria laid down
in the Ferrers’ Report.

“Given the past history, until
there are concrete results, in the
shape of prisoners being trans-
ferred, people should remain scep-
tical of the current intentions of
the British government in relation
to the treatment of Irish prison-
ers.”

“We are sick of being lied to,
we are sick of the British govern-
ment failing to put even its own
policy into effect, and we are sick
of the suffering and hardship that
goes with travelling to England.
The 20 years that some prisoners’
relatives have been travelling to
England is far too long.”

® The reently-ormed Tyrone POW Depariment held one of its irst _public m?.etings las!
Tyrone republican prisoners and several Sinn Féin councillors including Francie Molloy,
Prison after five years, Robert McClenaghan and

Michael Browne. Issues addressed includ

t Wednesday évening, 29 June.
Vincent Kelly and Séamus Cam §
ed the transfer of prisoners and extradition.

Chaired by Mické); Morgan,

the meeting was attended by many relatives of
pbell. Speakers included Carol Cullen, recently released from Maghaberry

Parole refusal slammed

THE ATTITUDE of the Northern Ireland Office which refused
a prisoner permission to attend a family funeral, has l')een
condemned as ‘‘uncompassionate’’ by Sinn Féin prison
spokesperson Francie Molloy.

Francis McGoldrick, from Lis-
naskea, has been refused parole

to attend his grandfather’s funer-
al despite the fact that he was

virtually reared by his grandfa-
ther.

Describing the decision as
“harsh”’, Molloy said the reason
given by the NIO was that the
deceased was not a close enough
relative of the prisoner. He said

that the NIO’s refusal of parole
to McGoldrick, coming so soon
on the heels of the NIO decision
to refuse Belfast man Peter Cor-
bett permission to visit his father
who was seriously ill in hospital,
“flies in the face of claims that
they are trying to create a caring
and compassionate prison
regime”’.

Molloy called for compassion-

ate parole to be available by right
to prisoners to attend the funerals
of close family members. He
added that “grandparents in Ire-
land are a very important part of
the extended family”.

The Sinn Féin spokesperson
also called for compassionate
parole to be extended for at least
72 hours to allow families to
grieve together.
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L d utting in progress at the Irish Steel plant in Cork — but for how much longer?

Irish Steel faces meltdown

H BY NEIL FORDE

WELFTH-HOUR NEGOTIATIONS began between Irish Steel
unions and their management on Wednesday, 6 July at the
Labour Relations Commission (LRC).

The new round of negotiations
only began after a last-minute
appeal by the ICTU. Management

" had already decided to shut down
the plant with an immediate loss
of over 500 jobs. Another 500 ser-
vice jobs are dependent on Irish
Steel, while the knock-on effect in
the local economy of a shutdown
would lead to even further job
losses.

In the current form the negotia-
tions are yet another predictable
step in the saga of protracted
attempts by the Dublin govern-
ment to dump another of its pub-
lic sector corporations.

Irish Steel has been in a precari-
ous position for at least the last
four years. It is producing output
in a contracting market where
price is being driven below cost.

The company’s management have
failed to broaden the company’s
product base. The IDA and other
development agencies have failed
to put in place the vital ancillary
industries around Irish Steel to
make it viable in the long term.

But in common with TEAM,
Irish Steel management see only
one obstacle to the securing the
long-term future of Irish Steel —
its workers. They must agree to a
20% cut in basic pay, the loss of a
right to sick pay, a longer working
week and cuts in overtime pay-
ments.

An Phoblacht/Republican News

Irish Steel is following the path
of predecessors such as Dublin
Cargohandlers, B&], Siticre Eire-
ann and TEAM Aer Lingus. The
workplaces are being ‘ratio-
nalised’ on the basis that the com-
pany is technically insolvent. Only
when the company has shed
workers and introduced reduced
wages will the company spring
back to life in the private sector.

That these form of negotiations
are acceptable to the ICTU and the
Dublin government exposes the
work of the LRC as a sham. Irish
Steel’s current financial difficulties
first emerged late last year. The
management looked for and secured
a £1 million plus cut in wage costs.
However, it was the unions at the
plant who approached government
at the time and said that the man-
agement plan would not secure the
future of the company. A second
plan was produced by management
which was rejected by government.

At this stage, the Minister for
Employment and Enterprise
Ruairf Quinn appointed consul-
tants Simpson Xavier early this
year to review the company’s
operations.

The consultants report was
scathing of management at the
plant, yet the first parts leaked to
the media were the plans for
worker redundancies. The unions
were at first denied access to the
report as, in common with the
recent TEAM report, it had ‘vital
commercial information’ which
allegedly could not be disclosed to
the workers. Eventually they
gained access to the report.

As a result of the report a new
executive chairperson was
appointed to the company. How-
ever, the new chairperson Pat
Dineen has taken up where the
old management left off.

Labour leader Dick Spring
added to this union-bashing
campaign last week by making
one of his few comments on the

workers in stuggle.. workers in stuggle...workers in stuggle.. workers n stuggle...workers i struggle...

public sector his party is com-
mitted to preserving. Spring said
that state enterprises cannot be
sealed off from the rest of the
economy and that ““we cannot
solve the problems of state enter-
prises, or create the basis for
their further expansion by
throwing money at them”.

However, in recent years we
have seen spectacular private
sector collapses in the the 26
Counties with Larry Goodman's
beef empire, GPA and MFA
Kentz being prime examples. In
each of these companies the
Leinster House parties were
falling over themselves to pro-
vide assistance, lucrative con-
tracts and cash to these ailing
private sector giants.

Larry Goodman'’s food compa-
nies had been extended £500 mil-
lion of credit by 33 different banks
with Dublin government backing
before its collapse. Its debts have
been rescheduled and its is being
run by an examiner. The cabinet
also made funds available to
GPA/MFA Kentz. In both cases
no redundancy guarantees or
wage cuts were involved. Now,
however, there is only silence on
this double standard policy.

Sinn Féin Councillor on Cobh
UDC Kieran McCarthy raised the
Irish Steel issue at the first meet-
ing of the new council. He pro-
posed an emergency motion
asking the council to call a special
meeting and invite Dineen and
four workers to discuss the future
of the plant and attacked the
Dublin government’s role in the
crisis at Irish Steel. McCarthy said:
“Irish Steel’s future will not be
secured through drastic wage
cuts, an all inclusive plan for the
company formulated by unions
and management is the only way
forward for the company. The
ICTU and the coalition must work
to that end, otherwise Irish Steel
will be let collapse and be sold off
to the private sector.”

Spring feels the heat of TEAM workers’ rage

AFURTHER 200 TEAM workers are set to be laid off at the
end of the week as the coalition government made it clear
that the management at TEAM have the full backing of the cabi-
net in the stand with unions. This came days after Labour leader
Dick Spring was heckled and temporarily imprisoned in his min-
isterial Mercedes by angry TEAM workers. The incident hap-
pened when Spring made a trip to Coolock for the launch of a
report on ending long-term unemployment.

Much was made of the incident, but
nothing could disguise Spring’s
obvious discomfort. The sight of a
‘socialist’ Labour minister being
heckled by trade unionists showed
the consequences of Labour’s role in
holding up the monetarist vanguard
in government. :

Spring said afterwards that
“we have to sort out the mandate
for state companies in terms of the
relationship between boards, man-
agement, trade unions and work-
force in flexible and innovative
ways that assist the commercial
survival of the enterprise”.

This has not happened and has
not led to the TEAM unions being
offered a partnership role in nego-
tiations. Instead the whole thrust
is wage cuts and labour costs,
even though management failure
has been the cause of all TEAM's
problems.

Spring refuses to acknowledge
this fact. He talks about relation-
ships, but until unions are given
an equitable role in TEAM and
other companies their situation
will deteriorate.

" Melodramatic

brinkmanship avoidable

The Irish National Organisation
of the Unemployed (INOU) called
this week for the coalition govern-
ment to deliver on its commitment
in the Partnership Programme for
Government to set up an Employ-
ment Protection Unit.

The aim of the unit was to pro-
tect existing jobs and “to provide
advisory services’’. The unit
would also help management and
unions to solve problems that
threaten jobs.

INOU Chairperson Mike Allen
said “job creation measures are

If you have a story at your workplace, let us know.

® Labour TD Sein Kenny runs the gauntlet of angry TEAM workers in

Coolock last Thursday. Kenny was the only North Dublin Labour TD to vote

with the government

simply pouring water into a sieve
unless we can save existing core
jobs. It is quite clear in the case of
TEAM and Irish Steel that existing
institutions are inadequate for
this”’,

Allen also said that: “’If it is a
national priority to maintain jobs,
then we need the institutional
arrangements and structures for

social partnership required to avoid
melodramatic brinkmanship.”

Unemployment doublespeak
Political doublespeak on unem-
ployment figures abounded last
weekend with the release of the
June unemployment figures.
The government regularly
publishes two unemployment

Contact AP/RN by phone 8733611 or fax 8733074,

figures. They are the “live regis-
ter” and the “seasonally adjust-
ed” figures. The live register is
basically a measure of the aver-
age numbers signing on for a
given month. The seasonally
adjusted figure compares current
trends with the same month in
years gone by.

In June 1994, the live register
figure increased by 1,300 to
278,400 and the seasonally-adjust-
ed figure fell by 4,200. Enter gov-
ernment spokesperson with a
‘feel-good’ message. Up until June
there had been six months of
declining live register figures cre-
ated mainly by government work
schemes and emigration.

Suddenly the seasonally adjusted
figures looked more pleasing and
we were told that “this is the sev-
enth successive month in which the
seasonal figures have fallen”.

June is always a month for
increased unemployment as new
graduates and school leavers come
onto the register. However, it
seems that this coalition govern-
ment cannot even accept this eco-
nomic reality and instead chose
the ostrich route to analysing eco-
nomic data.
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May report finds British legal system blameless

FINAL WHITEWASH OF
GUILDFORD FOUR CASE

IITRIVIAL, SHALLOW AND POINTLESS” was Gareth
Peirce’s verdict on the conclusions of Sir John May’s
inquiry into how the Guildford Four came to spend 15 years in
prison for something they did not do. The main theme of the May
report put the wrongful jailing of the Guildford Four down to
“human error”. He stated that the convictions of the four, almost
20 years ago, were a miscarriage of justice not because of a weak-
ness in the criminal justice system but through the personal fail-
ings of dozens of individuals, including the English police

officers and forensic scientists.

As the solicitor who represented
one of the four, Gerard Conlon, as
well as five of the Birmingham Six,
Judith Ward, and the family of
Guiseppe Conlon, convicted with
the Maguire Seven and cleared
posthumously on appeal, Peirce

played a unique role in the long -

struggle to right the infamous
travesties of justice which rocked
the British legal system in the late
1980s and early “90s.

Her remarks are probably the
most accurate description of an
inquiry which was set up in 1989
after the Court of Appeal quashed
the convictions of Paul Hill, Ger-
ard Conlon, Patrick Armstrong
and Carole Richardson for the
1974 Guildford and Woolwich
bombings.

The findings of the May
inquiry, which was held in private
and had no power of subpoena,
amazingly failed to identify who
was responsible for the torture
and false imprisonment of Irish
people arrested in the mid 1970s.
After an inquiry lasting nearly five
years and costing several million
pounds of public money, not a sin-
gle police officer, forensic scientist
or crown lawyer, let alone a judge,
has been convicted of anything.

At the time of the momentous
decision by the appeal court to
free the Guildford Four, then
British Home Secretary Douglas
Hurd stood up in Westminister
and announced the formation of
the May Inquiry:

“This is a very grave matter for
all who care about justice.”

May, a retired appeal court
judge, refused to pass judg-
ment on either the circumstances
in which the ‘confessions’ of the
Guildford Four came to be made
or the way they were treated while
in police custody. The report
added that there was no inconsis-
tency between the quashing of the
Guildford Four convictions and

® CAROLE RICHARDSON

the acquittal of Surrey police offi-
cers who were cleared last year of
manufacturing the notes which led
to the original convictions.

May expresses mild criticism of
the Surrey police for arresting a
crucial alibi witness with the clear
intention of persuading him to
change his story. He has no criti-
cism of the forensic scientist who
adjusted his evidence at the sug-
gestion of the police and the DPP.
He finds the DPP not guilty of
suppressing crucial evidence,
although he says it should have
been disclosed.

He has no criticism of the
Metropolitan Police for failing to
properly investigate the statement
by Joe O’Connell, a member of the
IRA active service unit captured at
Balcombe Street, London, in
December 1975, that he and his
unit were responsible for the
Guildford and Woolwich bomb-
ings and that innocent people had
been convicted. May also has no
criticism of the Appeal Court (of
which he himself had been a mem-
ber) for failing to grant a retrial,
even when it was clear to every-
one that important new evidence
had emerged.

When O’Connell’s claims were
substantiated by forensic and eye-
witness evidence Sir Michael
Havers, acting for the crown,
rewrote the entire script. He told
the Appeal Court that, yes, maybe
the Balcombe Street unit were
involved but they must have acted
with the four persons convicted.
But Havers could not even prove
that the two sets of people had
ever met. The Appeal Court, head-
ed by Lord Roskill accepted this
startling fact even though the
prosecution had never suggested
at the original trial that the defen-
dants were acting in concert with
others. As a result the Guildford
Four remained in prison for anoth-
er 12 years before the case col-
lapsed. Sir Michael Havers was

@ PAUL HILL

later rewarded with the top post of
the British legal system, Attorney
General.

One of the crucial sentences in
the 309-page report which
glaringly exposes the nature of the
whitewash comes when May
acquits the British legal system:
“’The miscarriages of justice
that occurred in this case were not
due to any weakness or inherent
fault in the criminal justice system
or the trial procedures which were
part of the system. They were the
result of individual failings...”

Yet as to which individuals
“failed”” and why, May is silent.
For him the individuals’ “failings”
exonerate the legal system. But as
the individuals are also an integral
part of the system, May cannot
bring himself to follow the logic of
his findings and apportion appro-
priate responsibility. To do that
would lead to those individuals
finding themselves in the same
dock once occupied by the inno-
cent Guildford Four.

Paul Hill, one of the Guildford
Four, condemned the report as a
“mockery”. Speaking from Boston
last weekend, Hill said:

“The inquiry makes a mockery
of the British legal system. [ am
disappointed but not surprised by
this outcome. The most serious
message which comes from this
inquiry, is the message given to
other police officers who are
engaged in corruption, that is
business as normal, nothing will
ever come from your wrong
doing. Those police officers can
now rest assured that none of
them will ever be held accountable
for the most serious miscarriages
of justice ever perpetrated in the
British legal system.”

May’s conclusions came under
fierce criticism from Gareth Peirce.

“If you start from the wrong
approach,” she said, “and without
any philosophical analysis, it’s
hardly surprising you end up with
something which is pointless. To
devote time and energy to even
looking at the conclusions is really
fruitless.”

Peirce was speaking in the wake
of the exposure of a devastat-
ing series of miscarriages of justice
which have shaken the British
legal sytem to its foundations. A

® PADDY ARMSTRONG

Four down to “human error”

catalogue of false confessions and
suppressed evidence have shat-
tered the myth of the superiority
of British justice. Public confidence
in the system plunged to an
unprecedented low when the
Guildford Four were finally
released. Demands for greater
safeguards to ensure that nothing
of the sort was allowed to happen
again led to the formation of the
May inquiry and a Royal Commis-
sion on Criminal Justice. May was
also appointed to serve on the
commission.

However, the crisis of confi-
dence the above cases provoked
provided a unique opportunity to
analyse the British criminal justice
system from first principles. With
the release of the May report this
has now been lost.

Non-disclosure by prosecution,
fabrication by police and conceal-
ment by forensic scientists were
common threads running through
the cases. It is recognised by legal
commentators that the basic cause
of wrongful convictions has been
missed. Peirce notes this and
added in an interview with the
Guardian newspaper last weekend:

““The cataclysmic shock that
went through society as a result of
becoming aware, for the first time,
that people had been languishing
in dungeons as a result of arbi-

©® GERRY CONLON

® The main theme of Sir John May’s report put the jailing of the Guildford

trary power should have pro-
voked a reassessment of the worth
of our rights. Instead the reaction
has proved to be shallow and
short-lived.

“What was never considered
important, what was never
upheld, what was ..ever debated
in any trial, what was never can-
vassed in any appeal was that
these people who were suspects of
serious crimes were deprived of
rights that a suspect is guaranteed
in international law. And the law
was party to it, and the law assist-
ed in it, and the law failed to pro-
vide a remedy for it. The law is
still ignoring that all of this has
taken place.”

Rights which were breached in
the Guildford case included the
right to effective counsel, and to
freedom from brutality and inhu-
man treatment and it is these fun-
damental human rights which
Peirce has correctly identified as
being the main feature largely
ignored by May. Pointing to the
fact that last autumn the British
government announced plans to
abolish the long-standing right to
silence while in custody Peirce
concluded:

“’None of these people, the
Guildford and Birmingham defen-
dants, Judith Ward, the Maguires,
had a lawyer when being ques-
tioned by the police. The Birming-
ham Six met their barristers for the
first time on the last working day
before their trial.”

Arguing for stronger safe-
guards, something which May
refused to do, Peirce says that due
to Britain not having a written
constitution no real concept of
individual rights exists as it does
in international law. Rather than
improving the legality of a sus-
pects detention while being ques-
tioned she argues that with the
removal of the right to silence,
defence lawyers who go to police
stations will become part of the
coercive process.

As in the case in the Six Coun-
ties where the right to silence was
removed several years ago, the
detainee will be told “unless you
talk, you’re more likely to be con-
victed at the end of the day”.
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DUBLIN MUST ACT
ON REPATRIATION

EPUBLICANS have given a cautious welcome to news that the

British Home Office intends to shortly introduce a system of
extended temporary transfer for Slx-County prisoners currently serving
time in Enghsh jails.

This caution is understandable, given that prisoners’ families have been
given promises before and are still waiting. The proof of this particular pud-
ding will be when the first prisoner is transferred. Another aspect of the pro-
posed system of transfer which many republicans have grave problems with is
the limited nature of the move. Prisoners will not be given permanent trans-
fers. They will remain under the direct control of the British Home Office and
can be moved back at any time as a punishment at the discretion of the British.

The families who have had to bear the expense and trauma of travelling
long distances to try to keep in touch with their loved ones are also right to
reserve their welcome until the British actually deliver.

They are the ones who have been given double sentences. Not only are their
loved ones in jail, but they have been effectively sentenced to years, often
decades, of travelling long distances just to try to keep in touch. As the wife of
one prisoner put it, one jail is much the same as any other to a prisoner, but
having a loved one within reasonable distance makes all the difference for
their families, espec1ally elderly relatives who may not be able to travel.

While republican prisoners have clearly stated that they reject any attempt
by Britain to cloud discussion on the primary causes of the conflict with what
is merely the consequence of the conflict, from a humanitarian point of view,
the British movement on this issue has been less than wholehearted in its
response by insisting on the temporary tag. The famlhes will continue to
demand that such transfers be made permanent.

But if the British government’s response has been piecemeal in addressing
the transfer issue, at least they are showing 51gns of activity. Successive Dublin
governments have, despite repeated promises and commitments, failed to
approve the legislation to ratify the European Convention on the Transfer of
Sentenced Prisoners, which was signed in 1986. The present coalition govern-
ment gave earlier this year yet another assurance of action, but no clear indica-

tion of when that action will be taken. Mdire Geoghegan Quinn has given the -

vague promise that legislation will be introduced within the lifetime of the
present government, but she admitted also that this issue is not a priority for
the government.

It may not be long now before we are treated to the anomalous and farcical
situation whereby the British government will be returning Irish prisoners to
one part of Ireland, while the Dublin government, because of its failure to
bring in the necessary enabling legislation, will be an obstacle to the British
repatriating 26-County prisoners back to another part of Ireland.

The Dublin government has accepted the arguments around repatriation. It
is about time that Mdire Geoghegan Quinn acted on behalf of the families.
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News

Half-a-million children have jobless parents

£1,500 a year to rear
child — day’s pay for

MW BY NEIL FORDE

NE OUT OF EVERY THREE school children is in

receipt of payments from the Department of
Social Welfare back to school schemes in the 26 Coun-
ties and nearly 500,000 children live in families where
at least one parent is unemployed.

These were just two of the

damning disclosures in a

Combat Poverty report

launched last week. The

report titled The Cost of a Child
estimates that rearing a child
costs on average a minimum
of £1,500 a year.

The report launch came in
the same week where Minister
for Social Welfare Michael
Woods increased the Child
Benefit Allowance by a deriso-
ry 42p a week for a three-child
payment. Forty-two pence
wouldn’t even buy an extra
litre of milk. The report found
that food costs were the single
biggest component of the cost
of child rearing,

This leaves yearly child
benefit for a single child at
£1,040 a year, £460 less that
the Combat Poverty mea-
sured minimum cost. The
report also found that rearing
teenagers involves costs
almost twice as high as those

- for younger children, up to

£1,900 a year.

The figures in the study
were calculated using a
typical basket of goods and

services required for a
minimum standard of living.

" These included a basic diet,

basic schooling costs, a
modest wardrobe and limited
recreational costs.

Launching the report, Ger-
ry Flynn, chairperson of
Combat Poverty, said the
results “’reinforce the case for
immediate reform of child
income support policies”.

He said that child support

_measures must be improved

if the cycle of poorer health,
reduced life chances and edu-
cational underachievement is
to be broken.

Hugh Frazer, director of
Combat Poverty, said that the
“report highlights the inade-
quacy of current income sup-
port payments for children.
There is a very high incidence
of child poverty in Ireland,
where households with chil-
dren have a two to three
times greater chance of being
in poverty than those with-
out”.

The report recommended
that child benefit rates

government advisor

should be increased progres-
sively, that they should be
neutral in relation to marital
status or choice of living
arrangements for the parents.

Specifically, the report rec-
ommends that “’the initial
focus of a new child benefit
scheme should be larger fam-
ilies who are disproportion-
ately at risk of poverty”.

It also recommends that
given the higher costs associ-
ated with older children,
there should be an age-relat-
ed supplement for children
aged 12 and over. It also
argues that the back-to-school
clothing and footwear
allowance should be
increased to reflect the needs
of school-going children.

Woods’ miserly 42p
increase in weekly payments
signalled that the reports
findings are to be ignored
and that as the report fears
“child poverty will remain a
permanent feature of Irish
society”.

Commenting on the
report, Dublin Sinn Féin’s
Larry O'Toole said that it was
“a scandal that while thou-
sands of families struggle
with under £1,500 per year to
rear a child, some of this gov-
ernment’s special advisers
have been getting up to
£1,500 per day”.
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Labour debate looks towards unity -
and peace in Ireland

VERY well-attended and upbeat conference ‘“Towards Peace
in Ireland’, convened by the British Labour Movement, took
place at London’s Britannia Conference Centre on Saturday, 2

July.

Attended by John Hume of the
SDLP, British Labour Party front
bench spokesperson on the Six
Counties, Kevin McNamara, Chris
McGimpsey of the OUP and
Mitchel McLaughlin of Sinn Féin,
the platform was the widest-rang-
ing that any of the 200 delegates
from Labour Party branches, trade
unions, and Irish community
organisations from throughout
Britain could recall.

Kevin McNamara opened the
conference by reminding everyone
that Labour Party policy was to
achieve the unity of Ireland by
consent. This had recently been
reiterated by Tony Blair, who is
campaigning for the Labour lead-
ership.

John Hume compared the
unionists to the Afrikaner people
of South Africa, saying that they
believe the only way to defend

® Kevin McNamara, British Labour Party spokesperson on the Six Counties, who attended last Saturday’s “Towards

themselves is to concentrate all
political power in their hands. In
an appeal for dialogue and agree-
ment, he continued: “When peo-
ple are divided, they cannot be
brought together by coercion or by
force, only by agreement.”

A number of well-attended
workshops concluded the morning
session and, having discussed topics
ranging from the “one-island econo-
my” to “human rights” and “win-
ning consent”, it was a determined
audience that packed an uncomfort-
ably hot conference hall for the main
event of the day — Mitchel
McLaughlin and Chris McGimpsey.

Official Unionist Party Council-
lor Chris McGimpsey began by
accusing the conference organisers
of putting forward a biased inter-
pretation of the current situation
in Ireland, which amounted to
support for Sinn Féin and the IRA.
He went on to make the admirable
plea that people listen to all sides
before coming to conclusions
about the solution needed, but fol-
lowed this by leaving the hall dur-
ing Mitchel McLaughlin’s
contribution,

He then rather stretched the
audience’s credulity by claiming
that: “While our fellow Irishmen
and Irishwomen were voting in
the second half of the last century
for a Gaelic, Catholic and national-
ist Ireland, we [the unionists] on
the other hand were throwing in
our lot with a liberal, pluralist,
multiconfessional state made up of
four nationalities and six linguistic

groupings.”

Mitchel McLaughlin thanked

the conference for giving
Sinn Féin the opportunity to
address the British Labour Move-
ment on the peace process.

He went on to say that “the his-
tory of Irish/British relationships
has often been a tragic one and
peaceful coexistence has so far
eluded us. Building a lasting peace
will not be easy, not least because
of the legacy of our shared and
mostly tragic history.”

McLaughlin pointed out that
“John Major and his government

of a real and lasting peace in Ire-
land. They must seize the oppor-
tunity now and not let it slip
away”. (See edited text of speech
on this page.)

Numerous contributors dealt
with many and varied aspects of
the current situation. MP Clive
Soley spoke of the role the gov-
ernments could play in creating
the conditions for gaining con-
sent to unity. He gave a very
clear warning based on his pre-
vious experience in attempting
to deal with the Irish problem as
an economic issue to be solved
by concentrating on so-called
bread and butter issues. He
stressed that it is a political prob-
lem which will require a political
solution.

Ken Livingstone rounded the
day off. He commenced by com-
plaining that he was feeling old,
having been asked by a journalist
before the conference if it was true
that he had gotten into trouble
before for inviting Sinn Féin to
London. He found it strange that
something that was a major con-
troversy in 1983 was not even
remembered now. That should
show us, he said, how much
things have changed. “’Does any-
body doubt that we are in the final
phase of British involvement in
Ireland?” he asked.

This was the talking point for
all at the conference — that the
recognition of Sinn Féin’s right to
be involved in political discussion
about Ireland and the readiness of
a wide range of Labour Movement
delegates to discuss and to assist
the developing Irish Peace Initia-
tive clearly demonstrates that

are still within touching distance

Peace in Ireland’ conference in London

things have indeed changed.

-

But Sinn Féin has always warned
about the dangers of simply tin-
kering with the issues and unfor-
tunately, John Major is still
playing for time. He still sees
Official Unionist support for his
 political survival as more impor-
tant than the potential for peace
in Ireland or the lives of ordinary
Irish and British people. Irish
self-determination, real democra-
cy and peace in Ireland should
not be dependent upon any
British government’s selfish
interests,

But John Major and his gov-
ernment are still, potentially,
within touching distance of a real
and lasting peace in Ireland.
They must seize the opportunity
now and not let it slip away. The

Britain must
remove obstacle to
self-determination 5

This is an edited version of the speech
delivered by Mitchel McLaughlin at the

London peace debate last weekend.

I WOULD like to make a confession to this conference. John
Major is not my favourite British prime minister of all time, |
although that list itself is not very long. However, I do recog-
nise that John Major, despite his very pressing political prob-
lems, has devoted an unprecedented amount of his energy and
attention to the challenge of ending conflict in Ireland. I also
feel that it is correct to acknowledge that under his premier-
ship, the British government position has shifted. The impor-
tance of this has not been ignored in Ireland.

British government has a crucial
role to play and its commitment
to peace in Ireland will be mea-
sured by its willingness to re-
examine the legislation which
partitioned Ireland in the first
place. The British government is
the one participant that could
disentangle these constitutional
threads and rearrange them in a
fashion which removes the
impediment to Irish national self-
determination.

It must be obvious that
Britain’s refusal to acknowl-
edge that its policies have been
the primary source of division,
injustice and violence is seri-
ously undermining the search
for peace in Ireland. There are
three armed groupings actively

©® MITCHEL McLAUGHLIN

at war in Ireland. There is the
IRA, the British army and RUC,
and there are the loyalist death
squads.

The IRA’s position is unam-
biguous. It struggles to end the
denial of Irish self-determination
and British involvement in Ireland.
It has also stated, that given a seri-
ous commitment from the British
government to confront the politi-
cal consequences of its continued
presence in our country, it would
be flexible, generous and accom-
modating,

The British army and RUC, to
put it simply, are the armed wing
of the British government in Ire-
land, and are, in theory at least,
under the control of parliament.

Loyalist paramilitaries claim
that they are acting in support of
their Britishness, they claim that
they are only doing what the
British forces are currently
unable to do, namely, through
unfettered terror, to suppress the

aspirations of the nationalist
community.

Essentially, of course, and
under the present constitution-
al arrangements, Britain has
responsibility for the activities
of its loyalist supporters. For
years, elements within the
British security service have
treated the loyalist gangs as an
Irish Inkatha. They have armed
them, trained them, directed
them, used them.

But, just as Inkatha were per-
suaded to accept a new reality
when it suited their masters, so too
can the loyalists. It would, of
course, be foolish to claim that the
savage capability of the loyalist
gangs could be completely con-
tained overnight, but they do not
possess any external support and
they do not have a sustainable ide-
ology outside of a British frame-
work.

For far too long, unionism has
been excused and pandered
to, by both the British and Irish
governments. Unionist ‘alien-
ation’ has become a facile excuse
behind which the mass slaughter
of Catholics takes place.

With the active support of the
British government, the unionist
community can be persuaded
that their long-term interest lies
in the creation of an agreed new
Ireland. We all have a responsi-
bility to ensure the continued
development of the Irish Peace
Initiative. :

Sinn Féin will be approaching
any future negotiations in a spirit
of openness and will be
adamantly opposed to the coer-
cion of any section of the people
who live in Ireland. What Sinn
Féin does seek, is agreement
amongst the people of Ireland on

political structures, in the context
of national self-determination.

Albert Reynolds has outlined
three principles which he
describes as vital to a solution.
The first “is that the status quo
cannot be maintained”. The sec-
ond pointed out that “’if the sta-
tus quo cannot be maintained,
then by definition, change must
come” and he argued, “change
can come about only by consent,
as there can be no stable govern-
ment without the consent of the
governed”’.

The third principle he described
as “change, if it is to succeed in
bringing the sides together, must
recognise the legitimacy of each. It
must be based on guarantees
which each side accepts and is
willing to work.”

Sinn Féin, in seeking an agree-
ment that will be consistent with
the democratic exercise of nation-
al self-determination, has already
addressed these points in our
document Towards A Lasting
Peace in Ireland. We have always
stated that the current status quo
is unjust, undemocratic and
inherently violent. It follows
therefore, that those who are fix-
ated with an IRA ceasefire, who
vociferously condemn violence,
from whatever source, or who
simply want peace, must recog-
nise that the future has to be both
democratic afid just. Or tragical-
ly, it too will probably be violent.

That is the challenge for all
who claim to have a common
agenda — peace, justice and a
lasting settlement. It will be
achieved by the establishment of
a peaceful democracy in Ireland
that is inclusive of all traditions,
cultures and political perspec-
tives. That has been Sinn Féin’s
stated objective throughout.
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THE BRITISH HELICOPTER FORCE IN IRELAND

A BAROMETER OF
SINKING FORTUNES
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tragi-glamourous connotations of ‘tinsel town’ the military heli-
copter has a more practical value. Its various incarnations and
developments, as a conflict unfolds, are an accurate barometer of
the rising and sinking fortunes of occupying powers in guerrilla

war and counterinsurgency operations.

Since the Second World War
various countries, initially the
old imperial powers of Britain,
France and Portugal, then fol-
lowed by the United States,
have utilised air support to
retain control of territory and

subjugate guerrilla move-
ments. France and the US opt-
ed early in developing the
helicopter to support this role.
In Algeria, France developed
armed support helicopters
when the type was still in its

armoured and heavily armed
with sophisticated electronics.
It was also used for more com-
plex functions such as target
illumination, surveillance and
propaganda dissemination.
In its approach to counterin-
surgency, Britain, whilst gener-
- ously equipped in its early days
with helicopter forces, did not
deploy these forces with the
degree of sophistication men-
tioned above.
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IRA ENGAGES HELICOPTER GUNSHIPS

Fierce gun battle in South Armagh

HE FIERCEST GUN BATTLE in South Armagh was
Thow even British forces acknowledged the 30-minute
exchange of fire and helicopter, truck and car chase across
the South Armagh countryside on Thursday, 23 September.
The IRA has released a definitive account of what happened
when Volunteers of Oglaigh na hEireann mounted a daring
attack on three-armoured helicopter gunships in Crossma-

glen.

Due to the fact that the British
forces cannot use armoured
vehicles on the roadways in
South Armagh, for fear of IRA
landmines and rocket attacks,
they are forced to rely on heli-
copters to fly in troops and
supplies. A total of 12 British
helicopters have been hit by
gunfire since 1977, with three
of these being shot down in
the South Armagh area. The
shooting down and wrecking
of these helicopters has been
filmed by IRA Volunteers
using hand-held video cam-
eras during some of the oper-
ations.

The helicopters in use by the
British include, the Puma,
Lynx, Wessex and Chinook,

with many of the Lynxes being
used exclusively as gunships.
Some years ago, special anti-
missile equipment was mount-
ed on all British helicopters
after one British helicopter pilot
reported a near miss by a mis-
sile in County Tyrone. Most
helicopters operating in the
area are now armed with at
least one heavy general-pur-
pose machine gun, others being
armed with an array of
weapons, including rockets,

The Puma helicopter which
was forced to land by IRA gun-
fire in Bessbrook this week is
regarded as being one of the
fastest aircraft in use around
the world today — not fast
enough though for the Volun-
teers of Oglaigh na hEireann
last week. Spent bullets were
removed from the Puma’s fuse-
lage later in Bessbrook.

Five active service units took
up positions around the heavi-
ly-fortified British base in the
town to mount an attack on
three helicopters. A fierce run-
ning gun battle across the
South Armagh countryside
ensued between the IRA’s
active service units and five
helicopters, three of which
were originally targeted, with
even the British acknowledging
that it was the most intense
exchange of fire ever in the
area.

In a supplied statement, the
IRA’s South Armagh Brigade

detailed the sequence of events
which took place. According to
the statement:

“A number of IRA mobile gun
platforms moved into five different
positions around Crossmaglen last
Thursday afternoon. The day was
sunny and visibility excellent.

“Shortly after 2pm one of the
ASUs heavy machine-gun plat-
forms, operating from a wooded
area, opened fire. Other units
encountered some mechanical diffi-
culty when a number of other.
heavy weapons jammed, thus seri-
ously reducing the planned weight
of IRA firepower.

“Included on the gun platforms
were several 12.7mm heavy
machine guns (capable of firing

hundreds of armour-piercing
rounds per minute), 7.62mm gen-
eral purpose machine guns,
7.62mm AK assault rifles, and
several RPG7s.”

The ASU had opened fire
on three helicopters coming in
to land at the heavily-fortified
Crossmaglen Barracks and
heliport. The helicopters suc-
ceeded in manoeuvring away
from the stream of bullets
directed at them by the ASU
and in attack formation flew
at the now exposed positions
of the Volunteers who contin-
ued firing a hail of bullets at
the aircraft. Realising that
some units were experiencing
mechanical difficulties and as

one ASU could in no way
match the intensity of the bar-
rage of fire directed at them
from the helicopters, the
order was given to withdraw
under covering fire to prede-
termined dispersal positions.

Explaining the sequence of
events as the ASUs were with-
drawing the statement adds

that:

“As we made our way along
the Newry Road two more heli-
copters circling close by joined [the
other three gunships] and all five
then opened fire with machine
guns on two IRA trucks leaving
the scene. A fierce gun battle, last-
ing 30 minutes, took place over a
12-mile route along the roads
around the Cross areq.

"“Thousands of rounds of
ammunition were fired in the
exchanges. During this, one
British helicopter, having been hit
several times, was forced to break
off and return to their Bessbrook
base. The gun battle itself was the
most intense ever to take place in
the area.

"Our Volunteers fired at all
times upwards at the enemy heli-
copters in the sky, but the British
fired indiscriminately from the
helicopter onto houses, farms and
any vehicle moving around the
scene of the shooting. One civilian
car, with a number of people on
board, was fired on by the British
with rockets and machine-gun fire.
Our Volunteers commandeered a
number of vehicles and in one, a
number of weapons were lost when
a helicopter landed in front of it

and shot it up.

acknowledged,

British, as bei;" i
intense ever in ti -
again proves the . -
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other colonies. Realisation,
however, soon dawned that in
this latest manifestation of a
long struggle by the IRA things
would be difficult. As a result
the British deployed, with tragic
results, some of the lessons
learned elsewhere and its use of
‘countergangs’ as in Kenya and
Malaya. This led to some of the
worst atrocities in the long con-
flict. They are still manipulating
‘countergangs’ — loyalist death
squads — today.

It was also soon realised that
British army ground control of
parts of the Six Counties had
been lost. In seeking to address
this Britain could not apply
lessons learned elsewhere. The
nature of the conflict did not
allow the deployment, as in
Malaya or Kenya, of medium
and strategic bombers to flatten
local communities.

The British reaction was
therefore ‘kneejerk’ and heli-
copter support of isolated gar-
risons began and continues to
this day in border areas.

These operations invested
the army operation with an ini-
tial sense of false security.

he IRA, which is acknowl-

edged by all to be one of the
longest-standing guerrilla
movements initially had prob-
lems. Its operations historically
were steeped in a tradition of
land operations facing a terres-
trial response.

The republicans, however,
proved adaptable and as with
other guerrilla movements
swiftly made moves to counter
the helicopter threat.

Given that comparable
movements globally found
swift access to air to surface
missiles, the IRA response to
British air activity in Ireland,
whilst apparently unable to
procure these weapons, has
been significant.

Since the late ‘70s there has
been a steady and increasing
attrition of British military heli-
copters in the Six Counties and
a damaging downward spiral in
the fortunes of the military air
component.

This contention is borne out
by the fact that throughout the
‘80s the armed component of
helicopter operations has been
increased. Most medium and
heavy-lift helicopters are now
armed as standard with one or
two 7.62mm machine guns.
Within the past four years the
defensive process has accelerat-
ed with developments to both

defensive armament and other’

equipment for target illumina-
tion, etc. - . . :

In parallel with the arma-
ment update, development of
tactics has proceeded. Gone are
the days when solitary heli-
copters could operate with
impunity. Progressively heli-

® A Wessex helicopter airlifts the tail section of a Lynx helicopter shot
down by the IRA in South Armagh in June 1988

copters have had to deploy in
two and, more latterly, three to
support each other.

The tactics and armament
have, however, still been found
wanting. In September 1993 a
fierce battle ensued between
three helicopters (RAF Puma
and two Army Lynx) and the
IRA near Crossmaglen (See
panel). The IRA reportedly
deployed five active service
units with a variety of automat-
ic weapons including 12.7mm
and 7.62mm machine guns. The
IRA lost some weapons in the
battle. However, more signifi-
cantly and apparently totally
unrecorded by British journal-
ists briefed in Belfast by the
army the following day, the air
support operation in South
Armagh had received a nasty
surprise. To put this in context
it is conceivable that a similar
force of US helicopters engag-
ing lightly-armed ground forces
in Vietnam would have enjoyed
such limited success.

That the British army
received a shock is apparent by
the fact that since this incident
major changes have been initiat-
ed to helicopter forces. Now
improved armour protection for
flight crews have been installed,
a new cabin door gun-mount
plus a new sighting system
developed. In addition, due to
an apparent failure to coordi-
nate back-up consideration is
now being given to procuring a
Westinghouse /Skyship (Air-

@® A Chinook helicopter similar to the one which crashed on the Mull of
Kintyre. -

ship) as a flying command post
which could loiter over sensi-
tive areas controlling operations
from a ‘secure’ height and call-
ing up assistance in “fire-fight’
situations.

more general review of

available forces has also
taken place. As indicated in the
Celtic League magazine CARN
(No 82) in June 1993, the UK
helicopter force was already
overstretched and attempts
were being made to purchase
second-hand machines over-
seas, because government cost-
cutting would not allow the
investment in newer or more
modern combat helicopters.

These attempts having
proved fruitless, within days of
the Armagh battle Royal Navy
Sea King helicopters were
deployed to the Six Counties,
the first such deployment for 15
years.

The Sea King was taken ini-
tially to support British forces in
the west of the Six Counties
releasing urgently needed

@ Brits after disembarking om their

®A generél-uose machine gun on a Brit army Lynx helicépter

machines to bolster the battered
effort in South Armagh.

Today in addition to the Royal
Navy presence the RAF deploy
two squadrons of ageing Wessex
and Puma helicopters topped up
with detachments of heavy lift
Chinook helicopters of Nos 7-18
Squadron at Aldergrove.

Also based at Aldergrove is
the largest Regiment of the
Army Air Corps (AAC) flying
Lynx AH 7 and Gazelle heli-
copters and a fixed wing unit of
Islander Recce aircraft. In addi-
tion to aircrew a REME work-
shop and support unit is on
sight to carry out maintenance
and repair CAT 1-3 battle dam-
age. This latter function is use-
ful as it ensures no statistical
evidence of minor damage
inflicted becomes public.

British government cost-cut-
ting is endangering the lives of
military personnel according to
British Labour Party’s Shadow
Defence Secretary, Dr David
Clarke. Falling standards
among arms manufacturers and
contractors doing maintenance
work has led to the admission
that: “The army consider that a

® A Sea King of the British navy —
years in the Six Counties by the Brits

significant proportion of their
equipment would fail in battle,”
and that at any time up to half
of the RAF’s front-line combat
aircraft are unserviceable.

One of the examples quoted
by Clarke was that of a Chinook
helicopter on a test flight which
was forced to make an emer-
gency landing because a key
had been left in the aft transmis-
sion sump.

Today’s British air opera-
tion is a far cry from the one
AAC-troop of six Scout light
helicopters based at Alder-
grove in 1969. Today’s force
strength is a telling indictment
of Britain’s failure to come to
grips with its problem in Ire-
land. Despite a dramatic
expansion of the force and an
unparalleled degree of sophis-
tication in armament and
equipment, the air component
is not abie to operate with
impunity in parts of the Six
Counties. This despite the fact
that the British forces’ ‘night-
mare’ scenario of the acquisi-
tion of surface-to-air missiles
by the IRA has not materi-
alised.

recently deployed after a gap of 15
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DRUGS AND DEATH —
the dark side of USA ‘94

B BY POL Mac STE

ithout the emergence of a truly great player in

this World Cup, media attention focussed
briefly on football’s connection with corrupt big busi-
ness and drug cartels but only to brush them under
the carpet again. For Ireland it was defeat and disap-
pointment, for Argentina defeat and drugs, for

Colombia defeat and death.

Ireland’s performance

“against Holland, especially

in the first half, left the
impression that more could
have been achieved. It was
disappointing to go out on
such a poor performance,
lacking in class and imagi-
nation. For some, the game
was lost in the first twenty
minutes. For others, it was
an hour before kickoff with
the naming of the Dutch
team. Advocaat used all the
class and experience at his
disposal, Charlton left his
on the bench — Irwin, McA-
teer, Whelan. In hindsight,
it's tempting to think how
Irwin’s defensive stability
and distribution would
have added to Ireland’s
passing game. It's also
tempting to wonder how
the presence of Whelan, the
only midfield anchorman in
the squad, would have
affected Keane and
Townsend. Sheridan was
hopeless. McAteer, too,
could have made a differ-
ence running at a poor
Dutch defence made to look
good.

Phelan’s mistake which
stemmed from Irish tactics
of back passes to Bonner

and a long kick up field as
they did against Mexico, left
Ireland chasing the game.
Bonner’s amatuerish blun-
der just before half time
compounded the problem.
Complaints about selection,
tactics, mistakes, heat, etc,
pale into insignificance
alongside Ireland’s biggest
dilemma — goals. It's not
that they don’t create
chances, they just can’t fin-
ish them. No magic in the
team, just good old work-
manlike performances.

he one chance we had of

witnessing a bit of mag-
ic has been taken away from
us. Diego’s been a bad boy
again. So much for com-
mentaters’ claims that he
lacked speed in his two
games with Argentina! That
Maradona had taken
banned substances is with-
out question. That FIFA
were against him and
Argentina, as claimed, is not
true, even though we’d like
it to be.

Maradona is still the
biggest name in football
and his pulling power is
enormous. He would
glamourise the World Cup

finals where the rewards
have never been higher.
FIFA and the Argentinian
FA wanted him, even
though the Americans
didn’t, not only because of
his personal drug convic-
tions but also because he
has been implicated in,
and faces charges in Italy,
of smuggling £500,000
worth of cocaine into that
country in 1990, using the
Argentinian team as cover.
He had already been
denied entry into America
and Japan on promotional
trips for his misde-
meanours. For FIFA, the
American Soccer Federa-
tion and Maradona, Amer-
ica was a huge market to
be exploited — their gam-
ble exploded in their faces.
It is still not clear whether
Diego took substances to
enhance his performances or
to speed up and aid his
weight loss and rehabilitation
to full fitness. During his fit-
ness programme before USA
'94 he, it is alleged, had dop-
ing tests carried out, some say
to make sure his body was
clear of substances, others
claiming that he, and whoev-
er was advising him, wanted
to know what they could get
away with. If the latter was
the case the tests were a little
less rigouruos than FIFA’s.
For the World Cup and

the world it’s a tragedy to
see such an amazingly tal-

ented player reaching for
any means at hand to

'@ Could be worse Packie — you ¢

rediscover his pride, mak-
ing one last attempt to
leave us with a positive
impression of his character
and abilities.

ile drugs are the

cause of the fall of
Maradona and Argentina,
the grip the drugs business
has on football in South
America caused the tragic
and brutal death of Colom-
bian defender Andrés Esco-
bar, scorer of an own goal
and unwitting architect of
Colombia’s first round
defeat to the US. The real
architects were further
afield.

Football is more than a
game in Colombia, it really
is a matter of life and death.
To the drug cartels football
clubs are serious toys to
have, a way of making clean
money, something to boast
about and show off. Huge
amounts of money are laun-
dered through gate money,

inflated transfer fees and
sales of nonexistent shares.

With so many experts pre-
dicting Colombian victory, up
to 20 million dollars of
Medellin drugs money was
supposedly wagered on suc-
cess. In this atmosphere, bets
against Colombia were get-
ting good odds. This, so the
story goes, gave the Cali car-
tel, rivals to Medellin, a rich
interest in Colombia’s failure.

Before the game with
the US, the Colombian

football federation

received a fax stating that
team manager Francisco
Maturana and his assistant
Hernan Gomez’s families
would be at risk if Carlos
Gomez, Hernan'’s brother
and a member of the team,
wasn't replaced. The fax
was sent from Medellin
but no doubt came from
the Cali cartel dirty tricks
brigade. The team, with
their morale shattered,
played miserably. Exactly

what was intended.

Just before the team
arrived home, a Colombian
television station received a
call announcing attacks on
government ministers and the
national soccer team. “When
they come back to Colombia,
there will be an action that
will leave the world with its
mouth open.” The call
allegedly came from a
Medellin cartel intent on
revenge. Unfortunately, it
was the one player renowned
for his integrity and keeping
his distance (as much as is
possible in Colombia) from
the cartels, who suffered.
Escobar unwittingly signed
his death warrant and
became prime target for
revenge after scoring his own

- goal. For Escobar and the oth-

er players the question is who
would have been the targets
and who would have been
the perpetrators had Colom-
bia won the competition out-

right?

Fickle gods of Gaelic football

B LE SEAMUS O CAOMHANAIGH
The eagerly-awaited replay between Dublin and
Kildare produced another disappointing atten-
dance in comparison to previous championship clash-
es, but the football on display was a big improvement

on the drawn game.

Perhaps the Kildare sup-
porters sensed their team
had missed the boat when
failing to put Dublin away
at the first time of asking. In
any event, as expected, the
Dubs turned in a vastly-
improved performance
which, in the first half espe-
cially, left the Lily Whites
trailing in their wake.

. Brian Stynes ruled the
roost at midfield, backed up
solidly by Paul Bealin, who
looked a lot sharper on this
occasion and they wiped
out Martin Lynch and Sein
McGovern almost totally.
With a plentiful supply of
quality ball, the Dublin for-
wards made hay in the
bright sunshine which
bathed the environs of
Jones’ Road. But nine points
down at half time, Kildare
must have felt the sun was
setting on another Leinster
championship for them.

Only two points to their
credit and several very
scorable chances frittered

_ away in the first 35 minutes

told it's own depressing tale
and at that stage, it looked
like they would be overrun
totally in the second half.
Help was on hand though,
as the Dubs started
indulging in one of their
favourite pastimes — push-
ing the self-destruct button.
The second period was
barely up and running
when Kildare were awarded
a penalty for shirt pulling.
Niall Buckley, the only Kil-
dare forward to impress,
slammed the ball home with
great authority and the Lily
Whites were on a roll.

Three more points were
tacked on and they were
within striking distance at 0-
11 to 0-8. That was as close as
Niall Buckley’s men were to
get though, as Davy Dalton
returned the penalty favour
when hacking down Mick
Galvin in the square, a hasty
challenge as Galvin had a dif-
ficult angle to shoot for goal.
Up stepped Charlie Redmond

to give more coronaries to the
faithful on Hill 16 as the ball
went in off the butt of the
upright, when it could just as
easily have stayed out. Buta
goal is a goal and it helped
settle the frayed nerves of 14-
man Dublin, and they looked
certain winners from there on
in.

Paul Clarke scored a
beauty of a point from the
right wing and one won-

.dered why he wasn’t on

from the start, particularly
as several good chances of
points from similar posi-
tions were passed up by Pat
Gilroy and Niall Guiden
among others. One interest-
ing statistic — the Dubs
could only manage 1-3 in
the second half despite copi-
ous amounts of possession
and chances, so there’s still
room for improvement on
their part. Paul Bealin will
miss what promises to be a
cracker of a game against
Louth this Sunday, but he
really should know better
than to commit the silly
fouls that got him his
marching orders. Kildare’s
prospects look decidedly
bleak at this juncture. The
harsh truth is they just
haven’t got what it takes,

currently at least, to mix it
with the major powers, and
their guru Mick O'Dwyer .
has given up the ghost and
left them to their own
devices.

The second big game in
Leinster took place the
following day, but the Sun-
day fixture proved even less
attractive to the punters
than the Saturday game,
due to nobody giving Wex-
ford a snowball’s chance in
hell against Meath. As it
panned out though, the
Royal County looked very
vulnerable at times. Indeed,
I suspect if they had faced
Louth we could have seen
the demise of Robbie O’Mal-
ley, and County Wexford
once again showed they can
win plenty of ball in the
middle of the park, though
their efforts at score-taking
would embarrass a junior
club side.

After a largely unin-
spired first half, brightened -

. only by a well-taken goal

scored by Wexford’s Nicky
Darcy, things started to get
interesting with the intro-
duction of Jody Devine for
Meath after half-time. A
slick move found him at the

edge of the Wexford square
and he really couldn’t miss
at that range. Curtains for
Wexford you'd think, but
straight from the kickout the
ball was worked up the field
and Toméas Kavanagh
pounced on a fortuitous
rebound off the post and
squeezed the ball past Don-
al Smith in the Meath goal.’
The gods that rule Gaelic
football would call in their
markers in a big way for
that slice of luck.

John O’Gorman the Wex-
ford fullback is probably in
hiding after last Sunday and
if he isn’t he should be. A free
kick taken by Brian Stafford
was tapped to Tommy Dowd,
who looked less than 13
metres from Stafford, and on
the return Stafford sent in a
high dropping shot which
O’Gorman managed to fum-
ble into his own net. He was
also at fault for the Tommy
Dowd goal which followed
later, a dreadful attempt at a
clearance setting up the
Meath forward for the score
which buried Wexford. Add
in two points given away in
similar circumstances and Mr
O’Gorman was in a match he
won’t forget in a hurry, for all
the wrong reasons. Meath
strolled to an easy and in a
sense a facile 14-point win as
Wexford had conceded long
before the final whistle. So
the Royal County are back in

a Leinster final but for all the
margin of victory, a number
of their key players looked
less than convincing for long
periods. But with a full four
weeks break before they meet
Louth or Dublin, they should
sharpen up considerably in
the interim.

One final comment on the
match — the referee Pat
Casserly had better days I'm
sure. He allowed a lot of
infringements to go
unchecked, including charg-
ing, holding, jersey-tugging
and pick-ups, the latter a par-
ticular ploy of Meath it must
be said. Indeed, there were
more pick-us on display in
Croke Park than you’d see on
a Saturday night in a Navan
disco — we'll have to wait
and see if this trend contin-
ues.

Elsewhere, Leitrim
drew with Galway in the
Connacht football champi-
onship and they must now
meet again in Tuam. Gal-
way may perhaps be the
marginal favourites on
home territory to advance
to the final.

Antrim became the first
provincial champions of 1994
when they defeated Down in
the Ulster Hurling final in
Casement Park with six
points to spare. Down must
look to their footballers then
for championship glory this
year.
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A lot more than statistics

VIOLENCE IN IRELAND is nothing new. There
has been recurring conflict here since British
interference began — the conflict has been a direct

result of that interference.

However, the present phase
of the conflict in Ireland

without a doubt the most
intense period of struggle for
Irish independence. Evidence
of this has been the number

thousand.

MBY Padraigin
Ni Mhuiri

Malcolm Sutton’s An
Index of Deaths from the
Conflict in Ireland 1969-93
has recorded the details of

of deaths as a result of the every death arising from the
which has lasted 25 years and  conflict, now more than three  present phase of conflict —
continues today, has been the date of the death of the

victim, the name of the
deceased, his/her age, their

“status’ in relation to the

conflict, which body was
responsible for their death
and a brief description of
their deaths.

The index includes those

' killings which took place

outside the Six Counties,
either in the 26 Counties, in
Britain or in Europe which
are ignored by British offi-
cial figures. As a result, an
extra 200 deaths are covered
by Sutton’s figures.

The author has done a lot
to make the book easily

- understood. This includes a

glossary which gives a brief
description of the organisa-
tions and armies involved in
the conflict, a map of the Six
Counties, a statistical sum-
mary, a year-by-year break-
down of deaths and an |
index of names of those
killed which makes the
search for details of specific
killings simpler.

Malcolm Sutton has col-
lected his research of all
those politically-motivated
killings from books,
observing funerals, check-
ing coroner’s reports and
has used newspaper cut-
tings which included
AP/RN. Although there are
some minor inaccuracies
or incorrect interpretations
of some of the deaths this
can be expected when
researching a task of this
magnitude. ‘

The final product, I
believe, is a genuine attempt
to give as fair as possible a
description of the conflict-
related deaths.

This book may be simply
viewed as a book of statis-
tics useful for researchers
and academics. However, I
believe it is an important
book for many reasons.

Over recent years, those
politicians who support
British rule in Ireland have
focussed only on republican
actions and have dismissed
British and pro-British vio-
lence as merely a response
to the IRA. The facts in this

book undermine that argu-
ment.

At the start of the present
phase of Anglo-Irish con-
flict, as at the time of the
Home Rule crisis in 1912, it
was unionism and the
British state which intro-
duced violence into the
political situation. In the
period from 1969 up to 1971
(when the IRA killed the
first British soldier to die in
this period of war) the
nationalist community was
subjected to repeated
RUC/loyalist/British army
attacks. It was in that con-
text that the present phase
of armed struggle by the
IRA began. Armed conflict
in the North predated the
start of the IRA campaign.

The book shows this.
When the first death in this
conflict occurred, 14 July
1969, it was almost a year
before the first IRA killing.
In the period between this
there were repeated loyalist
and British killings.

Furthermore, while often
only IRA violence is con-
demned, this book shows
that the majority of civilian
deaths, most of them nation-
alist, have been caused by
British forces and loyalists.
Over 90% of those killed by
loyalists and 55% of those
by British crown forces have
been civilians.

Therefore, not only is this
an important book in under-
standing the conflict correct-
ly — I believe it is more
than a “memorial” to all the
dead between July 1969 and
December 1993 as the
author suggests — but it
serves another purpose. It
shows us that there is a
need for a real peace process
set in the context of democ-
racy and national self-deter-
mination so that there will
be no need for a book on an
index of conflict-related
deaths after 1994.
® An index of deaths from the
conflict in Ireland 1969-1993.
By Malcolm Sutton. Pub-
lished by Beyond the Pale
Publications. Price £9.95

Tension rises over O

ALARGE FORCE OF RUC and British army personnel were in
evidence in the nationalist Lower Ormeau Road area of
South Belfast on Wednesday evening, 6 July. An Orange parade,
scheduled to pass the small streets of the Lower Ormeau commu-
nity was once again aimed at totally disrupting life in the belea-
guered community. :

However, local people angry at
not being allowed onto the
Ormeau Road which links the
community, organised a rally in
protest at seeing Orange bands
bearing loyalist death squads
insignia (such as UVF and UDA)
protected by the sectarian RUC.

The local protest has gradually
grown in size, particularly follow-
ing the brutal slaying of five local
men in the Sedn Graham book-
makers’ shop in 1992. Following
this slaughter by a UDA death
squad Orange bands playing sec-
tarian tunes raised five fingers as

range marches

Wednesday, 6 July, pledging their
party’s support for nationalist resi-
dents’ protests.

”No one wants to deprive any-

they passed the spot where the
men were cut down. As on other
occasions the nationalist commu-
nity were hemmed in by RUC
armoured vehicles despite an RUC
pledge that they would not be
unduly affected by the coat-trail-
ing procession.

Last year the Orange route was
slightly altered away from the area
using a route actually more direct
for the Orange marches, but with
the Orange Order insisting on the
more contentious and provocative
route the scene was set again for

major disruption by loyalists in the

nationalist area. Last year alone
there were 2,411 loyalist marches in
the Six Counties, many through

nationalist areas such as the Lower

Ormeau, Cookstown, Pomeroy,
Stewartstown and Ballyronan.

For nationalists across the Six
Counties, imprisonment in their
homes and streets will be the rule
of law over the next few weeks.

Sinn Féin representatives Barry
McElduff and Sedn Hayes (Mid
Ulster and South Belfast respec-
tively) issued a joint statement on

one of their right to freedom of
movement or the right to hold a
public assembly,” said the repre-
sentatives, “‘but this. must not be at
the expense of local nationalists
locked into their areas.

“Nationalists will be monitor-
ing the RUC behaviour in the
nationalist areas affected by
Orange marches. Only four weeks
ago the RUC prevented national-
ists walking through Cookstown
despite the fact that the area is
mainly a commercial area lived in
by the nationalist community.”

Donna Maguire faces fourth court case

DONNA MAGUIRE (27) from Newry, County Down, who
has been behind bars for over four years in Ireland and on
the continent, during which she has never been convicted, is to
face her fourth marathon court case in as many years.

She has been moved to Celle, north-
ern Germany, for the latest trial,
after being acquitted of murder in

Dusseldorf on 9 June at the end of a
20-month case with her codefen-
dants Sean Hick and Paul Hughes.

The Dusseldorf judge said
that there was insufficient evi-
dence to convict her of taking
part in the killing of a British
army major in Dortmund.
Maguire now faces charges of
taking part in the bombing of a
British army barracks in Osn-

abruck and of spying on British
military installations in Ger-
many.

She had already been cleared
in Ireland and Holland before
being handed over to the Ger-
man authorities. Her current tri-
al is likely to last three months.
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Tocann Ollscoil na

Riona £15,000
toisc idirdheali:
Ach an dtarloidh
a leithéid aris?

BHUAIGH BEAN Chait-ileach a d’fhulaing cur isteach
seicteach nuair a bhi si fostaithe ag Ollscoil na Riona i
samhradh 1992 £15,000 6n Ollscoil, Dé M4irt seo, 5 Iiil, nuair a
socrafodh éileamh na mn4 d’idirdheali creidimh. -

Tiocfaidh an t-airgead don
éileamh amach as airgead poibli
a cuireadh ar f4il don oideachas
ach nil sé ach ar an diotiil is
maille den idirdheald leantinach
a d’imir an ollscoil in aghaidh
Chaitlicigh na Sé Chontae.

Tuigtear cé gur chuir baill
d’fhoireann Ollscoil na Riona
drochide idirdhealach ar an
bhean go bhfuil siad fostaithe ag
an ollscoil go f6ill atd lonnaithe i
ndeisceart Bhéal Feirste.

Soiléiriodh chomh maith gur
tugadh bagairti don bhean i ndi-
aidh di gearan foirmeilta a
dhéanamh faoin chur isteach
uirthi. Bhi ar an bhean a post san
ollscoil a fhagail mar gheall ar na
bagairti seo.

Ag caint ar an socri £15,000
diirt Rosemary Connolly,
stitirthéir de sheirbhisi dlithitdla
leis an Choimisitn do Cothro-
maiocht san Fhostaiocht gur “’cas
gruamach eile é de dhaoine ag
tiomdint comhoibri ona post de
thairbhe go dtdinig si 6 chilra
phobal eile”.

"Ta socruithe airgeadiila tab-
hachtach ach ni thig leis an cr4 a
cheilt a tharraingfonn an sért seo
iompair ar dhuine.”

Leag Connolly béim ar leith ar
an gha d’fhostéiri na Sé Chontae
gniomhi go gasta nuair até siad
ag deiledil le cdsanna den sért
seo.

Ach go hiontach d’ainneoin
an soiléiriti ndireach is maille seo
d’admhaigh Ollscoil na Riona
nach dtiocfadh leo ““déanamh
cinnte de nach dtarlédh an lei-
théid de rud aris”.

Ach i ndiaidh feachtas fada ag
an ghripa Cothromaiocht in
aghaidh cleachtaithe michothro-

ma idirdhealacha fostaiochta san
ollscoil d’admhaigh

Ollscoil na Riona go raibh
orthu siopai oibre ar “fhaillean-
na cothroma’’a reachtail de
thoradh éilimh eile roimhe seo.
Bhi ar an ollscoil ““comhair-
leoiri ar chlipeadh seicteach” a
cheapadh.

Cuirfidh an £15,000 a d’ioc
Ollscoil na Riona amach leis an
mhishdsamh go bhfuil airgead
poibli 4 threord 6 scéimeanna
fidintacha leis na héilimh seo a
shocrt. T4 Cothromaiocht ag
moladh gur chéir do na daoine
ata freagrach don idirdheald
bheith freagrach don chostas.

phacdisti atd ar f4il cheana.

T4 Siopa an Riomhaire ar an
chéad siopa den sért seo sna Sé
Chontae.

T4 an raon iomlan de riomhair{
agus treallamh ar f4il sa siopa
agus t4 an siopa ag tairiscint clair
i nGaeilge dirithe ar na meén-

Ais nua riomhaireachta
do Bhéal Feirste

TA SIOPA NUA riomhaireachta oscailte i Seanmhuileann
Mhic Chon Midhe i mBéal Feirste atd ag diol cldir
riomhaireachta Gaeilge chomh maith le haistritich4in de

scoileanna ar na

hollscoileanna.

" Duiirt an fear at4 i mbun an

tsiopa, iarmhuiinteoir Dénall Mac-

Bill, go bhfuil sé ag diriii buniis a

chuid clér ar an roinn oideachais.
I measc na gclar ata ar fail ta

agus

cbras proéisedla de stor focal agus
abairti do dhaltaf GCSE,

anailiseoir comhréire agus focléra
cnomn maith le coras pasthocail

chun comhaid a chosaint.

Diiirt MacBill go ndéanfaidh
sé aistritichdin Ghaeilge do
dhaoine.ar chldir agus go gcuir-
fidh an siopa traeniil ar fail.

T4 riachtanas sna Sé Chontae
do bhogearraf Gaeilge agus
cuideoidh sé seo go mér le daltai
ata ag foghlaim na teanga.”

Cé go bhfuil an seanmhuileann
4 athchéirii go f6ill t4 an siopa
oscailte agus t4 failte roimh chach
bualadh isteach.

scoil as tiuin aris
Leis an scéala an tseachtain seo go bhfuil an Ollscoil Oscailte
chun deireadh a chur le amhran ndisitinta na Breataine a

sheint ag a chuid searmanais bhronnadh céime t4 Ollscoil na
Riona fagtha as titiin leis na hinstitiidi eile trii leibhéal sna Sé

Chontae.

Le roinnt blianta anuas t4 Aon-
tas na Mac Léinn in Ollscoil na
Riona ag éileamh gur chéir

deireadh a chur le seinm God
Save the Queen agus is gnach le
roinnt mac léinn gach bliain

fanacht ina suf (né ina lui fii!)
lena linn.

T4 an t-aontas ag an ollscoil ag
moladh gur chéir do na sear-
manais bheith neodrach. Ddirt an
ollscoil go bhfuil siad ag amharc
ar an cheist uilig agus go
bhfoilseoidh siad tuairisc ar an
dbhar roimh dheireadh na bliana.

Ta Ollscoil na Riona anois ar
an aon instititid triti leibhéal sna
Sé Chontae a leanann leis an trai-
disitin seo.

® FRANCIE MOLLOY

‘Toradh comhdhala ina bhua

REIDEANN an combhairleoir Shinn Féin as Diin Geanainn

Francie Molloy go bhfuil dul chun tosaigh mér déanta i
gcombhairli na Sé Chontae i ndiaidh gur foilsiodh na torthai de
chomhdhil uile phdirti a reachtdileadh i Samhain 1993.

D’eagraigh an Pdirti Glas an-

chomhdhiil agus bhi ionadaithe ann
6 na mérphdirtithe polaititla uilig
sna 5¢é Chontae ach amhdin an DUP.
D’aontaigh na h-ionadaithe gur
chéir cumhacht agus na poist mhéra
a roinnt sna comhairli uilig.

Ta Molloy den bhardil gur
thaispedin an chomhdhail go raibh
na péirtithe uilig abalta sui sios le

chéile gan réamhchoinniollacha ar
bith agus go raibh siad 4balta
torthai a bhaint amach.

Duirt sé go raibh toradh na
comhdhaéla go maith do mholtai
Shinn Féin do “chainteanna uile-
taobhacha agus thaispedin sé cad é
mar a oibreodh sé”.

Agus diirt Molloy nach ndéan-
fai dul chun cinn ar bith fad is go

' do chainteanna iltaobhacha

geoinnitear daoine amach ¢ chain-
teanna.

D'ionsaigh eagrai na comhdhala,
Peter Emerson, an ddigh a ndéantar
cinnidh faoi lathair. Duirt sé gur
modh sheanaimseartha de dhaon-
lathas cinnidh a dhéanamh ar bhonn
vétai tromlacha nar thug guth do
mhionlaigh mhéra. Duirt Emerson
gur foirm de fhorlamhas é.

Vétail an chomhdhiil gur chéir
go mbeadh cinnidh sna combhairli
bunaithe ar “vétaf ilrogha” agus
nér chéir gniomhi ar mholtai nach
raibh tacaiocht de 75% acu.
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THE FIRST two fatal casualties of the present conflict died
within days of one another in July 1969. Both were victims of
the RUC and both were Derrymen — one from the county and
one from the city. They were Francis McCloskey and Sammy
Devenny and their deaths spurred the nationalist people on to
step up their campaign for civil rights.

Sammy Devenny had been savage-
ly beaten in his own home when
RUC men rampaged through Der-
ry’s Bogside on 19 April. He died
in hospital in Belfast on 17 July.
Four days earlier on 13 July 66-
year-old Francis McCloskey died
when the RUC baton charged a
nationalist crowd in Dungiven.
The pattern of increasing RUC
violence against civil rights
demonstrators had been evident
since the October ‘68 attack on the
march in Derry and at Burntollet
Bridge in January ‘69 when RUC
members collaborated with the

loyalist mob that attacked the Peo- ~ ed

ple’s Democracy marchers.
Prominent in all these attacks
on peaceful protesters were the

notorious ‘B’ Specials. Officially
known as the Ulster Special Con-
stabulary they had been formed in
1921 as an auxiliary force for the
RUC. They were really a sectarian
militia armed by the Stormont gov-
ernment. While on duty they were
uniformed and armed, but their
arms were supposed to remain in
local barracks — a rule not gener-
ally enforced. They served in their
home districts and each patrol
technically consisted of three or
four members and one regular
RUC member. In reality they were
deployed in force wherever need-

.The ‘B’ Specials were mobilised
whenever the state felt the need to
quell opposition and it attempted

to do so throughout 1969. During
June, protests and pickets by the
Northern Ireland Civil Rights
Association (NICRA), People’s
Democracy and associated groups
continued after NICRA had ended
its moratorium on demonstrations
on 1 June. On 5 July 2,000 people
took part in a civil rights march in
Newry.

At Orange marches on 12 July,
the ‘B’ Specials were left in no
doubt that their activities had the
backing of the unionist leadership.
The next day the ‘B’ Specials baton
charged in Dungiven and Francis
McCloskey was killed. Later that
evening they fired shots at nation-
alists leaving a dance hall in the
town.

The deaths of Samuel Devenny
and Francis McCloskey demon-
strated the lengths to which the
Orange state was prepared to go to
defend its sectarian privilege. They
also pointed to what was to come
as the events of July and August
escalated. In Dublin a new govern-
ment under Jack Lynch had taken
office after Fianna F4il won the
June general election. For them, as
for the people of the Six Counties,
nothing would be the same again
after the summer of 1969.

@ The first fatalities of the present conflict were inflicted by the Orange state’s very own paramilitary police the
i RUC, pictured here in May 1969 in riot gear

Tinte to Go
COUCERT

for Royal Hospital

he Royal Hospital Kilmainham is the new venue for the
Time to Go — Time for Peace campaign’s gala concert on
14 July.

Following the decision of the National Concert Hall to pull
out of the concert, the new venue is the Royal Hospital, home
of the Irish Museum of Modern Art.

Tickets are £10 and can be obtained at the door on the
night or by pre-booking. Phone 4530334 or 8202019. Book
now!

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
Brian Dunning (jazz flautist from the USA)
and Micheal O Dombhnaill (guitarist from USA)
Jimmy MacCarthy (singer/songwriter)
Donal Lunny (musician/composer)
Andy Irvine (singer/songwriter)
Keith Donald (musician/composer)
Francie Conway & The Works (band) (singer/songwriter)
Mary Stokes (blues singer)
Deiseal (modern trad music)
Maire Breathnach (modern trad music)
Tony MacMahon (musician)
Tony Curtis (poet) .
Theo Dorgan (poet) and Paula Meehan (poet)
Joe Savino (actor)
Eilish Moore (singer)
String quartet
Irish dancing
Plus very special guests
Compere: Fionnuala Flanagan (actress)
® The doors open at 7.30pm and the concert commences at
8.00pm sharp. There will be a 20 minute intermission. The con-
cert will finish at 10.45pm approximately.

MICHAEL
GAUGHAN

20th ANNIVERSARY
COMMEMORATION

1974 — 1994
Sunday 17 July

3pm Leigue Cemetery, Ballina
County Mayo

Speaker: Councillor Sean MacManus (Sligo)

TE decision ‘extraordinary

RTE has been criticised this week for its lack of coverage of the
\.25th anniversary of the deployment of British troops in the

Six Counties. RTE have admitted that they have no plans for any
special programmes to mark the anniversary.

’ Historian Tim Pat Coogan and
civil rights activist Michael Far-
rell have both attacked RTE’s
decision not to screen any pro-
grammes and have labelled its

‘

decision as “extraordinary”’.

“It’s a bit extraordinary when
British TV companies are carry-
ing serious programmes on the
past 25 years and the Irish

national broadcasting service is
not,” stated Michael Farrell.

“This period is crying out for
a serious analysis, especially at
this time when the peace process
is ongoing. RTE should be taking
its responsibility seriously.”

Tim Pat Coogan has labelled
RTE’s failure to cover the
anniversary as “disgraceful... it’s

very light minded and trivial of
RTE and typical of their unease
and unsureness about the
North".

An RTE spokesperson said
that the station had nothing
planned to mark the anniver-
sary.

Channel 4 is running a series
of documentaries over the next
two weeks to mark the 25th
anniversary of the deployment of
troops in the Six Counties. (These
programmes will be reviewed in
future issues of AP/RN.)

@ TIM PAT COOGAN
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Armagh murders and

crown forces

A Chairde,

The appearance in court yet
again of Armagh-based British
crown forces’ members, on murder
charges of nationalists, including a
bomb attack on my mother’s
home, raises serious issues and
calls for a full enquiry. The period-
ic charging of individual crown
forces’” members is insufficient
when the long list of crimes com-
mitted by RUC/UDR/RIR in
Armagh are looked at over a peri-
od of time.

In the late ‘70s four RUC mem-
bers while on duty, carried outa
gun and bomb attack on the Rock
Bar outside Keady. In the ‘80s
Peter Corrigan was shot dead
going to sign on at the Unemploy-
ment Exchange. Kevin Trainor
was wounded in a similar attack.
Emmet Trainor’s car was booby
trapped, seriously injuring him,
his son and another person. Ten
weeks before Séamus Grew was
shot dead by the RUC four
masked men attempted to murder
him in his own home. One UDR
man is currently serving life for all
these actions.

My brother Adrian was also
murdered in 1982 and one UDR

man is still in prison. The debacle
of that saga still continues.

Recently an Armagh based
UDR man was sentenced to 14-
years imprisonment for possession
of a large ‘Doomsday’ arms dump
which included rockets and
launchers.

These are just some of the
examples of the many crimes car-
ried out by the ‘security forces’ in
the Armagh area. The point that I
am making is that all actions car-
ried out in Armagh by the UVF,
PAF, UFF and UDA have in fact
turned out to be either RUC, UDR
or RIR. The impetus for 99% of all
attacks on nationalists in Armagh
comes from within the crown
forces and usually results in ‘one’
person being convicted. No
weapons, explosives or sources
ever seem to be uncovered. The
intelligence to carry out these
attacks is gleaned while on duty in
nationalist areas.

The ‘sacrificing’ of one or two
members of crown forces’ killer
squads is piddling in comparison
with the enormity of what is going
on in Armagh and the surround-
ing area. It is imperative that the
RIR be removed from amongst the
nationalist community and an
enquiry instigated into the RUC
seemingly being unable or unwill-
ing top come to grips with an

ongoing murder campaign within
its own midst.

Thomas Carroll,

Armagh.

Extradition victim
challenges Mayhew

A Chairde,

The following is an open letter
from Jimmy Smyth to Direct Ruler
Patrick Mayhew, in response to
Mayhew’s remarks following the
slaughter at a Loughinisland pub
during the World Cup telecast
committed by the loyalist UVF.
Smyth, who escaped from a British
prison over ten years ago, is cur-
rently fighting extradition to the
Six Counties.

Dear Mr. Mayhew,

I may be 6,000 miles away from
Ireland, but I can still recognise
hypocrisy when I hear it.

Mr Mayhew, you ask of the
UVF murderers who committed
the slaughter at Loughinisland:
“What are you going to tell your
children? Are you going to tell
them that you shot an 87-year-old
man in the back while he watched
the World Cup?”

I ask you, Mr Mayhew, what
are you going to teil your chil-
dren? That you helped bring the
bullets from South Africa? That

Imeachtai

"'BALLYMURPHY SEVEN PICK-
‘ET: Every Saturday, 2- -4pm;
,:O’Connell Bridge, DUBLIN &

‘TYRONE VOLUNTEERS COM-
MEMORATIVE DAY: Wednes-
""day, 13 July Actlvmes begm at

3pm with a sponsered walk from
Dungannon to Galbally; 4pm Vol-
unteer Martin Hurson Cup Final
(ladies’ section); 5.30pm Volun-
teer Martin Hurson Cup Final

“(men’s section); 7pm Parade

from football pitch in GALBALLY
to’the ‘grave of Volunteer Martin
Hurson. Marching bands and

‘prominent speak‘ers; 9.30pm

function in Galbally. Music by A
Bit Of Crack. Everyone welcome.
Organised by the Tyrone National
Graves Association :

COMMEMORATION: Volunteer
Pat Cannon Commemoration.
Assemble 2.30, Sunday, 24 July,
Darndale Roundabout and march
to Balgriffin Cemetery, DUBLIN.
Prominent speaker

i @ John Stephens presenting his
report on collusion te RUC
godfather Hugh Annesley

your agent Brian Nelson arranged

the shipment? Will you tell them

how your MI5 arranged the deaths
of many innocent people? And are
you going to tell them, if you rein-
troduce internment to fight ‘terror-
ism’, that you rounded up MI5 as
well?

You distance yourself from the
loyalist slaughter and you deny
that collusion exists, but you refuse
to release your own government’s
Stevens’ Report so that the interna-
tional community can judge the
evidence. More recently, you
denied the requests of my attorney
that the Stevens’ Report be released
to an American court so that all the
facts can be put before the judge in
my extradition case. Until England
makes a full accounting of its role
in funding, supplying and direct-
ing the loyalist death squads, you
will remain in the eyes of the
world, a hypocrite.

Yours
Jimmy Smyth.

Released on authority of Jimmay

Smyth by:

Tony Mastrogiorgio, Public Rela-

tions Officer,

San Francisco H-Block Defence

Committee

Phone or Fax (415) 695-0135

Protection

a sham?
A Chairde,

If the Irish government cannot
protect one building in Dublin
from a handful of Lisburn loyal-
ists, how do they propose to pro-
tect the whole Catholic population
in the North — or is all thata
sham too?

Fr Desmond Wilson,
6/7 Springhill Close,
Belfast,

BT12 7SE
Telephone: 326722
Fax: 233342,

Dig deep for
high climbers

A Chairde,

Having once more gone to the
hills and completed our annual
sponsored climb, the Cultural
Department would like to thank
all those who participated and
helped in the organisation of the
climb in Cooley. It was a success
and enjoyed by all — especially
by those who stayed on their
feet, unlike a certain Ard
Chombhairle member. Now
remains the task of gathering in
all the proceeds! All those who
collected sponsors and partici-
pated in the climb should, with-
out delay, forward the proceeds
to Marcas Mac Ruairi, 64b Br
Raschiirsa, Sean Talamh, Doire
BTA48 8DS.

Marcas Mac Ruairi,
Roinn an Chultiiir,
64b Br Raschdrsa,
Sean Talamh,
Doire,

BT48 8DS.

| nDil Chuimhne

DEMPSEY, John; DOUGAL,
John; DOUGAN, Julie; KANE,
Thomas; McDONNELL, Joe;
WOODS, Séamus. In proud and
loving memory of Volunteers
Julie Dougan (died 8 July 1972),
Thomas Kane ( 6 July 1976), Joe
McDonnell (died 8 July 1981),
Séamus Woods (died 7 July 1988),
and Fians John Dempsey (died 8
July 1981), and John Dougal (died
9 July 1972). “To carry on no mat-
ter what odds are against you, to
carry on no matter what tortures
are inflicted on you. The road to
freedom is paved with suffering,
hardships and torture. Carry on
my gallant and brave comrades
until that certain day.” — Tom
Williams. Proudly remembered
by their friends and comrades in
the Republican Movement.
CARTY, Patrick; CROWLEY,
Dermot; LOUGHRAN, Sein.
(21st Ann). In proud and loving
memory of Volunteers Patrick
Carty, Dermot Crowley and Sedn
Loughran, who died on active
service on 25 June 1973. Proudly
remembered by the Carty/Mac
Giolla Bhrighde/ MacManus
Sinn Féin Cumann, Bundoran,
County Donegal.

DEMPSEY, John (13th Ann).
Proud memories of my soldier
son Fian John Dempsey, who
died aged 16 on active service on
8 July 1981. Dear son on this sad
day I remember your last words
to me “Cheerio daddy”. God in
his wisdom needed you more
than me, may he keep you in his
care and may you sleep in the
company of all the dead Volun-
teers of Ireland. Also remember-
ing our brave Volunteer Hunger
Striker Joe McDonnell. Mary
Queen of Ireland pray for them
all. Good night son, all my love
from your daddy.

DEMPSEY, John (13th Ann). In

proud and loving memory of
Fian John Dempsey, who died on
8 July 1981. When England thinks
she has trampled out our blood
in battle some brave person rises
and rallies us again. Masses
offered. Mary Queen of the Gael
pray for him. Always in our
thoughts and prayers. Remem-
bered always by Mr and Mrs
McDonnell and family at home
and abroad.

McDONNELL, Joseph (13th
Ann). In proud and loving mem-
ory of our son and brother Vol-
unteer Joe McDonnell, who died
on hunger strike in Long Kesh on
8 July 1981. They say there is a
reason, they say that time will
heal, but neither time nor reason
will change the way we feel. For
no one knows the heartache that
lies behind our smiles, no one
knows how many times we’'ve
broken down and cried. We want
to tell you something, Joe, so
there won't be any doubt, you're
so wonderful to think of, but so
hard to do without. It broke our
hearts to lose you, but you did
not go alone, for part of us went
with you, Joe, the day God called
you home. Masses offered. St
Bernadette pray for him. Loved
always by your mum, dad, sister
Maura and brother Frankie.
McDONNELL, Joseph (13th
Ann). In proud and loving mem-
ory of Volunteer Joe McDonnell,
who died on hunger strike in
Long Kesh on 8 July 1981.
Always remembered by Eilish,
Tommy and family.
McDONNELL, Joseph (13th
Ann). In proud and loving mem-
ory of Volunteer Joe McDonnell,
who died on hunger strike in
Long Kesh on 8 July 1981
Always remembered by Robert,
Julia and family.
McDONNELL, Joseph (13th
Ann). In proud and loving mem-
ory of Volunteer Joe McDonnell,

who died on hunger strike in
Long Kesh on 8 July 1981.
Always remembered by Hugo,
Marie and family;

McDONNELL, Joseph (13th
Ann). In proud and loving mem-
ory of Volunteer Joe McDonnell,

" who died on hunger strike in

Long Kesh on 8 July 1981,
Always remembered by Patsy,
Mary and family;

McDONNELL, Joseph (13th
Ann). In proud and loving mem-
ory of Volunteer Joe McDonnell,
who died on hunger strike in
Long Kesh on 8 July 1981.
Always remembered by Paul,

. Margaret and family.

McDONNELL, Joe (13th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Joe McDonnell, who
died on 8 July 1981 after 61 days
on hunger strike. Always remem-
bered by Séamus Finucane.
McDONNELL, Joe (13th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Joe McDonnell, who
died on 8 July 1981 after 61 days
on hunger strike. Always remem-
bered by all the Finucane family
H-BLOCK MARTYRS (13th
Ann). In proud and loving mem-
ory of Volunteers Bobby Sands,
Francis Hughes, Raymond
McCreesh, Patsy O'Hara, Joe
McDonnell, Martin Hurson,
Thomas McElwee, Kieran Doher-
ty, Kevin Lynch and Mickey
Devine who died on hunger
strike in Long Kesh in 1981. Their
nature was loving and giving,
their hearts were made of gold.
To those who loved them and
lost them their memories will
never grow old. RIP. Always
remembered by Mr and Mrs
McDonnell and family at home
and abroad.

O'NEILL, Terence (14th Ann). In
proud and loving memory of
Volunteer Terence O'Neill, who
was killed on active service on 1
July 1980. They may kill the revo-

lutionary but never the revolu-
tion. Our Lady Queen of Ireland
pray for him. Always remem-
bered by your friends in Scot-
land, Thomas and Tiocfaidh
QUINN, Denis (22th Ann). In
proud memory of Volunteer
Denis Quinn, who died on active
service on 3 July 1972. Always
remembered with love and pride
by the Dungannon Martyrs Sinn
Féin Cumann; By the Coalisland
Martyrs Sinn Féin Cumann; By
the Clonoe Martyrs Sinn Féin
Cumann; By the Jim Lynagh Sinn
Féin Cumann, Clogher; By the
Colm Keenan/Martin Hurson
Sinn Féin Cumann, Cookstown;
By the Martin Hurson/Fergal
O'Hanlon Sinn Féin Cumann,
Galbally; By the Eoin McNamee
Sinn Féin Cumann, Kildress; By
the Martin Hurson/Séamus
Woods Sinn Féin Cumann,
Pomeroy; By the South Tyrone
Combhairle Ceantair Sinn Féin; By
the Tyrone National Graves
Association.

WOODS, Séamus (6th Ann). In
proud memory of a loving son
and brother Volunteer Séamus
Woods, East Tyrone Brigade,
IRA, killed in action on 7 July
1988. Always remembered with
love and pride by his father,
brothers and sisters and all the
family circle.

WOODS, Séamus (6th Ann). In
proud memory of Volunteer Séa-
mus Woods, East Tyrone
Brigade, IRA, killed in action on 7
July 1988. Always remembered
with love and pride by the Dun-
gannon Martyrs Sinn Féin
Cumann; By the Coalisland Mar-
tyrs Sinn Féin Cumann; By the
Clonoe Martyrs Sinn Féin
Cumann; By the Jim Lynagh Sinn
Féin Cumann, Clogher; By the
Colm Keenan/Martin Hurson
Sinn Féin Cumann, Cookstown;
By the Martin Hurson/Fergal
O'Hanlon Sinn Féin Cumann,

Galbally; By the Eoin McNamee
Sinn Féin Cumann, Kildress; By
the Martin Hurson/Séamus
Woods Sinn Féin Cumann,
Pomeroy; By the South Tyrone
Combairle Ceantair Sinn Féin; By
the Tyrone National Graves
Association.

'Comhbhrén

KEENAN. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the Keenan family on
the recent death of Joseph. A
Sheosaimh mo stér, you lit up my
life. We’ll meet again. Love you
always. Your loving wife Mar-

ery.

]I(;EYENAN. Deepest sympathy is
extended to the Keenan family on
the recent death of Joseph, New
York. Beloved son of Monica and
the late Patsy, brother of Mary,
Brian, Brid, Patrick, Geraldine
and Brendan. Always remem-
bered and sadly missed by the
Dolan Family in New York.

O CIANAIN. A fuair bds i Nua
Eabharc 30 Meitheamh. Cuimh-
neofar air go' deo. Ona chlann
iomlan ar fud an domhain. I
measc laochra na nGael go raibh
sé.

O CIANAIN. Comhbhrén 6 chroi
do chlann Sheosaimh U{i Chi-
anain a fuair bds i Nua Eabharc
30 Meitheamh. O do chara maith
Una.

O CIANAIN. Comhbhrén 6 chroi
do chlann Sheosaimh Ui Chi-
anain a fuair bas i Nua Eabharc
30 Meitheamh. Cuimhneofar go
deo air. O Chumann Shinn Féin,
Sliabh Dubh.

O CIANAIN. Comhbhrén 6 chrof
do Mhadiréad agus do chlann
Sheosaimh Ui Chianain a fuair
bas i Nua Eabharc 30 Meitheamh.
Cuimhneofar go deo air. O Chu-
mann Shinn Féin, Baile Andar-
sain.

O CIANAIN. Comhbhrén 6 chroi
do chlann Sheosaimh Ui Chi-

anain a fuair bas i Nua Eabharc
30 Meitheamh. O Anne, Sedn
agus clann.

O CIANAIN. Comhbhrén 6 chroi
do chlann Sheosaimh Ui Chi-
anain a fuair bas i Nua Eabharc
30 Meitheamh. Cuimhneofar go
deo air. O Mick, Maggie agus
clann.

O CIANAIN. Comhbhrén 6 chroi
do chlann Sheosaimh Ui Chi-
anain a fuair bas i Nua Eabharc
30 Meitheamh. Cuimhneofar go
deo air. Ona chara Christy.

O CIANAIN. Comhbhrén 6 chroi
do Pheadar agus Bhrid agus do
chlann Sheosaimh Ui Chianain a
fuair bas i Nua Eabharc, 30
Meitheamh. Cuimhneofar go deo
air. O fhoireann AP/RN.

Beannachtai

JOHNSON. Birthday greetings
to Richard (FCI, Allenwood,
USA). From Johnny Moloney;
From Kieran Staunton; From
Sedn Mackin and family; From
friends in New York; From
friends in Boston; From Sharon
Johnson; From Marge Sutter;
From Larry Lynch; From the
Boston Three Defence Commit-
tee.

Mac CARTAIGH. Happy
birthday Ruairi (H5, long
Kesh). Hope your grand dar-
ling. See you soon. Love Brid-
get and Jimmy Cleland,
Scotland. XXX; Hope you have
a great birthday, 21 again. Love
and best wishes. From Mary
and Claire. XXX; Hope your OK
and behaving. See you soon.
Love Paul and Maureen. XXX.

Buiochas

MANY THANKS to the Doher-
ty/Delaney Sinn Féin Cumanr,
Navan, for their £200 donation
to the Martin Doherty Memori-
al Fund.
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RITISH DEFENCE spending cutbacks have led
‘APto severe slashes in the length of time British
soldiers now have between tours of active duty — a
development which is already affecting morale and
causing mass resignations of trained personnel.

The British are now so short of trained infantry that the
Kings Own Scottish Borderers’ Regiment have had their
extended emergency duty in the Six Counties extended by
seven months. The battalion of the Duke of Wellington

- Regiment which was due to relieve it late last year is cur-

rently still based in Bosnia and will not arrive back until
September. Within just three months it will take over the
KOSB's role in occupied Ireland.

The Scottish regiment is currently based at Preston,
Lancashire, from where it has acted as a reserve force for
service in the Six Counties for the past two years. Two
hundred men are flown over every six weeks for emergen-
cy deployment in what has become known in army circles
as a “rent-a-jock’”’ rotation system.

Every member of the regiment has spent a minimum of
six months on unaccompanied tour in the Six Counties
since 1992, They were scheduled by now to be on garrison
duty in Britain, close to their families.

The Duke of Wellingtons will take up the KOSB’s
reserve function in the Six Counties after just two months
leave. Eleven months later, the KOSBs will be sent back
on six months unaccompanied tour. This is contrary to
Ministry of Defence promises last year that despite regi-
mental amalgamations and cutbacks in spending there
would be a minimum gap of 17 months between tours,
which would increase to 24 and 30 over the next couple of
years.

A senior officer has complained that “the situation is
getting worse, not better’”. He warned that many trained
officers and NCOs are leaving rather than put up with the
new hardships of being away from wives and families
caused by defence cuts. Another senior officer has com-
plained that “‘nobody has yet explained how the with-
drawal of a single battalion from Bosnia will miraculously
reduce the deployment level to 30 months”.

HE BRITISH SOLDIER ABROAD is a dreaded tourist

phenomenon as notorious as the deservedly maligned
British soccer hooligan. This page has often had occasion
to chronicle a trail of crimes and misdemeanours involv-
ing British soldiers through NATO states, colonies and
former colonies. .

Just last month almost 100 visiting British soldiers
were involved in a drunken brawl in the ironically named
town of Medicine Hat, Canada. The fight, which took nine
police officers, eight bar staff and two military police
nearly an hour to break up, has angered locals. Some bars
in the town have been forced to restrict the number of sol-
diers allowed on their premises at any one time due to
thuggish elements. Other bars have asked British com-

. ,
manders in charge of troops on manoeuvres at nearby

Canadian Forces Base Suffield to put their premises off
limits.

1Nnursday, 7 July 1994 — LEAINANALN 1O

THE PROPOSED amalga- ed to the Six Counties for a
mation of the Gordon . two-and-a-half-year garrison
Highlanders and the tour. The Queens’ Own High-

Queen’s Own Highlanders
into a new single High-
landers regiment also ‘has
severe implications for
British soldiers facing hard
times in the Six Counties.
The two regiments are due
to be amalgamated from
September under the British
' Defence Ministry’s Options
for Change cuts in military
spending. From December to
March 1995 the new regiment
will provide emergency cov-
er, after which it will be post-

landers are set to lose half of
their officers and men in the
amalgamation; senior officers
are already complaining that
the new regiment will “not
have time to shake down”
before it is thrown into the
Six Counties. They have
warned that although the reg-
iments are experienced, they
will also contain many new
recruits who will not have
time to be properly trained
before being posted to Ire-
land.

OUR DRINK-SODDEN

members of the Royal
Marines who stripped
naked and chased women
along the streets of a town
in Guyana, are to be disci-
plined by their bosses.

The visiting hooligans, all
members of 29 Commando
Logistics Regiment, terrorised
the locals while on a break

from a three-week training
exercise In the former >outh

American British colony.

TAYING WITH the British army, it is understood that for

the first time ever, black soldiers, including even a black
officer, are likely to take part in next year’s trooping the colour
at Buckingham Palace.

The army is concerned that last month’s 100 per cent
white turnout for the ceremony might give the impression
that it is opposed to widening recruitment. Any hint of dis-
crimination will be combatted next year by a tokenistic dis-
play, when, on orders from on high, at least five black faces
will peer out from under the bearskins.

The time has come
for me Lo celebrate
wmy glorious hesitage -

1 shall assert my
staunch loyalism! 1T will
affirm my essential and

i Ah/ 1 sce .- You

are going bo the
wasdrobe - - You

will don the bowler
hat , the sash...

innate Brilishness!

]

- . And you will march
on the Twelfth!/

ut generally speaking

Oh yes, I'lt do
that as well---

o

N 1 prefer to assert my ,.f
] cultural identity b
Cz& murdering taigs--

_‘_=-—I
=
E
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This will take some organising as at present there are
thought to be zero black officers in any of the regiments
involved in trooping the colour. The Household Cavalry and
Grenadier, Coldstream, Scots, Irish and Welsh Guards are not
exactly well known for their tolerance of ethnic minorities. Wit-
ness the countless tales of racist bullying dutifully reported in
full inglorious detail by myself and my predecessors. Accord-
ing to one Household Cavalry source “it has caused a panic.
There is going to have to be a pretty quick promotion”.

The reality of course is that the army is attempting to paint
over the cracks. The MoD refuses to say how many black sol-
diers they actually have. It is believed though, that since the
1970s the numbers of ethnic minorities in the army has fallen,
due in no small measure to the racial intolerance of the forces.
Commenting on the proposed introduction of black faces in the
annual pageant, the Commission for Racial Equality said: “The
army has so few they could almost be a statistical mistake.”

fiirt Siad

A jury’s verdict of not guilty is not a positive declaration
of factual innocence. Similarly, a judgement of the Court
of Appeal quashing a conviction does not constitute a find-
ing that the appellant did not commit the offence. — The
May Inquiry report on the miscarriages of justice
which it was set up to investigate, but ended up
whitewashing over, Thursday, 30 June.

The inquiry makes a mockery of the British legal system. I am
disappointed but not surprised by this outcome. The most
serious message which comes from this inquiry, is the mes-
sage given to other police officers who are engaged in corrup-
tion, that it is business as normal, nothing will ever come
from your wrong-doing. — Paul Hill on the May Inquiry
report, which was published on Thursday, 30 June

Someone, somewhere had decided these were small lives
that could be thrown away in order to preserve great repu-
tations. That is the scandal Sir John May ought to have

unearthed. After an inquiry lasting nearly five years and
costing several million pounds of pubiic money not a sin-

gle police officer, forensic scientist or Croum lawyer — let
alone a judge — has been convicted of anything. Mean-
while, in gentlemen’s clubs and freemason’s lodges, wher-
ever two or three lawyers or police officers are gathered,
the whispering campaign that began on the day that Gerry
Conlon walked out of the front door of the Old Bailey goes
on. — Chris Mullin, the Guardian, Friday, 1 July.

The courts knew what was going on. The idea that two
officers could come up with identical versions of an inter-
rogation without illegally collaborating is absurd. Judges
must have known this was absurd. Yet there is no mention
of this systematic collusion in May. The judges were not
even interviewed. Not until the judges and lawyers recog-
nise their complicity will real reform be achieved. —
Guardian editorial, Friday, 1 July.

If these are smoke signals, they are using the wrong fire-
lighters. — Unnamed Sinn Féin representative on
limited British proposals for the temporary transfer
of prisoners from Britain back to the Six Counties,
the Guardian, Friday, 1 July.

Although a couple of people I am fondest of are from the
North, I must confess to a very serious dislike of Northern-
ers. I don’t like their attitude. And attitude must be in the
tap water Up There... Reflect on the votes in the recent
European elections. The attitude candidates of the DUP,
SDLP, Sinn Féin and the OUP received a huge mandate
to proceed en route to civil war. That's one reason I don't
like Northerners. They're trouble. — Eamon Dunphy’s
thoughts about Six-County people in the Sunday
Independent, 3 July. He also doesn’t like northern-
ers’ self-pity, whining and sneering”. Eamon was
upset at being ejected from a New York bar after
starting an argument with an Irish fan from the Six
Counties.

The next time St Eamon climbs up on his scaffold to
denounce the IRA’s men of violence remember these lines
written in passion near Disneyworld: ‘It’s not surprising
given the constant fire from the mighty weaponry that cor-
poratism’ (surely not Heinz) ‘thrusts in their faces each
American day, that people break. As the cases of Simpson,
Mike Tyson... suggest, violence is your only man.” Vio-
lence is your only man. Remember that. — Emmanual
Kehoe on Eamon Dunphy’s attitude towards Amer-
icans, who he describes as “ugly people mouthing
platitudes”, the Sunday Press, 3 July.

]
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® Peter Robinson — his recent racist remarks show up the true nature of
loyalism :

Unionist racism exposed

The people committing these crimes were being defensive. They are
retaliatory actiotis. These fellows are people who have suffered
themselves... They are the defenders of the Protestant community
and their job is to defend Ulster. — DUP Councillor Cecil
Moore on the Loughinisland massacre and the UDA and

UVF.

Every face had these little slanted eyes and they all looked the same
to me. — Moore on the people of Malaysia where he served

in the British army.

Iwouldn’t like to see them go anywhere... But I see they're well-
travelled. They've got a few coloureds in the team now, too. —
DUP deputy leader Peter Robinson MP, on the Irish soccer

team.

THE SHEER RACISM that underlies the beliefs of many
unionists was exposed with the outrageous remarks of
Democratic Unionist Party Councillor Cecil Moore and deputy
leader Peter Robinson last week. Both were openly racist and
Moore backed the UDA and UVF and called for the killing of

nationalists and republicans.

While Robinson’s remarks received
most attention, those of Moore were
more sinister as he openly expressed
support for loyalist death squads.
The East Belfast councillor advocat-
ed slaughter on a mass scale as he
said the British forces should use the
same methods they used in

Malaysia, where up to a million peo-
ple were killed in counterinsurgency
war waged by the British army
against the civilian population of
that country.

Moore was interviewed by a
Finnish newspaper and by the

said that Sinn Féin members
should be “eliminated with the
IRA jointly”. :

Defending US slaughter of vil-
lagers in Vietnam and the same
British tactic in Malaysia, Moore
showed his racism when he said
that “every face had these little
slanted eyes and they all looked
the same to me’’. He advocated
internment, the cordoning and
curfewing of nationalist areas, and
the forced removal of nationalist
communities. All this echoes the
“ethnic cleansing”” of the UDA’s
“doomsday plan”’ published in the
Sunday Life newspaper on 16 Jan-
uary 1994.

. Moore praised the UDA and
UVF as “defenders of the Protestant
community” and said that killings
like those at Loughinisland were
“defensive” and “retaliatory”.

While a string of such com-
ments has been made by unionist
spokespeople recently, both
unionist leaders — Ian Paisley of
the DUP and Jim Molyneaux of
OUP — have gone unchallenged
by the media, especially by RTE,
for the remarks of their colleagues.

Sunday Business Post in Dublin and

Over 700 bias cases pending in Six Counties

T WAS REVEALED LAST WEEK in a leaked confidential

circular that the British government’s Audit Office in the Six
Counties has conducted an inquiry to establish how much
public money is being spent defending cases of unfair
employment practices and unequal opportunities at the work-
place. The survey was ordered by Comptroller and Auditor
General John Dowdall who reports directly to the British par-

liament at Westminster.

The Audit Office has written to
all public sector employers in
the Six Counties demanding to
know how many cases they face
and how much money they
have spent fighting them.
Among those contacted were
health and education boards,
the civil service, the Housing
Executive, universities and col-
leges, councils and local govern-
ment authorities.

The survey revealed that
over 520 fair employment and
more than 200 equal opportuni-

. ties cases are pending. Of these,

at least half involve public sec-
tor employers. In addition to
this, the Equal Opportunity
Commission is backing 12 equal
pay cases, involving several
hundred employees in the case
of one workplace.

With the lengthy legal pro-
cess involved before a case is
even considered for tribunal
hearing, costs for solicitors and

barristers can run to tens of .

thousands of pounds. Public
sector bosses normally employ
both senior and junior counsel,
as well as solicitors, ensuring
that a sizeable return is guaran-
teed for the legal profession.

From 1991 there have been a
number of high-profile compen-
sation payouts by public bodies.

The Eastern Health Board has
paid out around £65,000, the
Northern Health Board £30,000,
the Housing Executive around
£35,000, Belfast City Council
some £52,000, Cookstown Dis-
trict Council £31,000 and Dun-
gannon District Council around
£8,000.

Forty-three other public sec-
tor cases have been settled out
of court with confidentiality
clauses which preclude publica-
tion of details of the award.

Reacting to the confidential
document’s disclosure, a
spokesperson for the Audit
Office insisted that there was
“nothing significant or out of
the ordinary”. The spokesper-
son also said that while there
was no intention at this stage to
send a report to Westminster he
confirmed that there had been
“parliamentary interest” about
the high payouts.

The fact that public money
has been used to defend blatant
discriminatory practices in the
hiring and promotional aspects
of employment in the Six Coun-
ties has been criticised by a wide
spectrum of concerned com-
mentators, notably in the health
unions.

NISON regional secretary
Inez McCormack has criti-
cised the waste of much-needed
public money in paying for the
costs of those who practice dis-
crimination in the workplace.
Those responsible for this abuse
of public funds must be made
accountable, she said.
Spokesperson for the anti-
discrimination group Equality,
Oliver Kearney, called for disci-
plinary action to be taken
against those who abuse public
funds in this manner. He said:
“This is an utterly indefen-
sible abuse of public funding
to protect those who are
responsible for organising

discrimination throughout the
public service.

The government auditor
will not have completed his job
unless he insists upon the most
stringent disciplinary action
against those responsible for
discrimination and those who
decide to protect them by abus-
ing public money.”

In a further challenge to anti-
nationalist discrimination,
Belfast Sinn Féin Councillor
Mdirtin O Muilleoir has made it
known that he intends to picket
the next meeting of British Econ-
omy Minister Tim Smith’s new-
ly-created Belfast Economic
Forum in protest at its unionist-
only ethos.

Likening Smith’s forum to
a Johannesburg forum which
contained no Blacks, O
Muilleoir said that for the

‘nationalist community of

Belfast, the days when they

were treated as second-class
citizens were long over.
“’Belfast nationalists see this
as a further slap in the face by
British ministers, who swan in
and out of the Six Counties to
the detriment of those who have

‘to eke out a living after they

have departed back to Westmin-
ister.

“We have heard of a Protes-
tant parliament for a Protestant
people, but now Economy Min-
ister Smith has created a Protes-
tant forum for a Protestant
people ’

“There are no Catholics, much
less nationalists on the minister’s
much-vaunted Belfast Forum.
The six elected representatives,
the Lord Mayor of Belfast and
the five chairpersons of the
council’s standing committees
are all unionists. Only Tim Smith
could create such a monumental
snub to the 43% of Belfast citi-
zens who are nationalists.”

® MAIRTIN O MUILLEOIR
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