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Today we began our bunger sirike L Whe death
might

The kast Food we pot was at Bpam
to us The amg

e 11 0oes 1

The dacter explas ications ol

watal org ilneys. Wi are
still taking water. Wi are well but due to the
bt comditions we hove existed bn for £ years

this lunger strike wall take ifs foll o s Do e

guickly. We dont pve surselves m
Tawmt baes
medicaly exnmined or wWeig vel. Thiy may
keep us in U condition boping i will weaken

lise -perhaps 3035 days W

LUE Pessve

BRENDAN HUGHES -BELFAST SEAM MeKENNA- NEWRY

FOFIN WIXDN - ARMAGH [0 McFEELY - CO'DERRY

IMe Brits will et us dic. Poisley Molusker oic.
are howling for our blood. We can only put our

in you the people - the oppressed peaple

Vo musl show 0 overy way Uhatl you &re net

. | [ ] ¥ . T L o -
et us die. In LB SOMINE wopks we

impartant tash Lo oo We mist peee

aticn o [he Brigs and the walves

v of the hunger strikers dic the whole
counity will errspt, We must make this chear.
This tss1e concerns all the peopbe of Irelanc
ACTORY FOR US MEANS VICTORY FOR
ALL

lohin Mixon

LEO GREEN- LURGAN RAYMOND McCARTMEY -DERRY



HUNGER STRIKE HISTORY

of far this century 12 Irish Hepublican prisosers hawve died
ofl oungeT strike.Fasting for justics hes o long traditios in
Ireland and can b traoed beck L the Brehon less which werns
te old tribal laws of Treland before the Homen invasion in
e llton century.

In Brehon law wie ritoal bunger strike was o method by which
a parson of lower rank couldd desand justice in e lowal
difgate with a person of higresr rank Howesser this fast was
anly required to last from sunrise o sunset and the person
Fpsted pgninet was required to Fast also el ba sybmit the
Settlamemt of the dispute to arbitration,

The: first hunger strike undertaken by oan Irlsh Republicnn in
this century is thought to have been the short but sacess:fyll
protest undertaken by James Connolly in 1613 . He wenl on hanger
strike to protest sbout the bad conditions 1n Mowust jor prison
and was meleased after a few days.Connollys actlon was inspiped
by the fimenist movomont of  that time which lad many women
impriconed for fighting for the vote.

The next huoger striker wws Francis Sheshy Skeflington, hushand
of Irish feminisi Hanni Shechy Skeffington. He went oo Inmger
strike when he was jailed for B monthes for mabkding an ancl-
recrulting speech. HBe was rolesssod after 9 days.This was in
1815 when Britain woas looking for Irish recruits to fight

their war in  Europe,

Afteyr the 1916 rekellicn Che Brits took wn increasingly haed
1ine attitude, The first hunger scriker to die after the
decleration of the Irish Roepminlic waes  THOHAS ASHE.

Humger striking now  becams @n

Thirty thowsand people followed increasingly popular weapon in
Ashe wix hod been s commandant in his coffin through Dublin while the struggle for Trish indepesdinos.
the 1916 rising was seatenced fa thousands more Lined the route. Anstin Srack did it in Dundalk
death bt them roprieved. In 1917 His body  diressed in the uniform prizon and Hanna Shechy Skeffingrem
he was rearvested along with other of the Volunteers lay in state in whose husband Francis had been
republicane and chorged with making the City hall.The concessions ghxl by the British in 1916, Wenrt

caleulated to cowse diss-  which the British government granted oo bunger strike in Holl :
affection (from Britain) In Meunt-  the other prisoners following the In April 1920 60 men mﬁ hungoer
Joy prison e and his comrodes public putery lasted for only a atrike in Mountjov After 10 days
demanded to be treated o8 prisoners few wooks, but  the anger of the in which thoere had  been gmssive
of war and went oo hunger strike, thousands lasted for yeavs and it support on the streets, including
Five dayvs later Ashe was dead as btougEht the country a step mearer a three day geoeral El’.:".i'_'l-l:-r_r, they
B mesmult of forced feeding, Lo Independancs. were al] wnecopditicnaly rolemsed.
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LETTER FROM
JOHN NIXON

In 1968 I wasn't yet 13 when the first civil
vights march wios hald. I didn"t underatond it.
The moal I remombar wal boing crushed in the
crowd.

Lo6G  August Ehth. That night 1 atecd ot the
Sthaables aren. A mecting was B progress ot
the city hall. B. Specials R<U.C. and Painleyltes
gathered in the towr. I préensmbec Lhe tenalon.
Aftar the meating the Paisleyites and H.l.L.
atfnckiodd. I pEpyved For aboot an hour oF so and
than the sakoating started and the older men
chamed um Bome. That night I didnft alesp.
The guaTires contimwed until early soerning. 1
watchnd the glow of the burning bubldinga

from my bedrocm window. Next dav 1 attended
John Gallaghers wake. I atill remenber the
dark clotted blood on the walls. My da aaid
at Lhe graveside that this was only the beg—
inping: An ayve [or an eye ond o tooth for a
tooth, walt amd see. This wos 1w it was,
troubles followed teouble.

Iﬂl'.'r The B Speciwls were disbanded and the
R:VsCs dimarmad. The riota and ahooting want
on. We nll took part; wo didn®t have to ba
told why it was happening. [ saw it as the
mpoor hitting back, leoking for somathing
hatter.

In hugumt 71 armoured cares rosblad [Bto osure
mgtata: After that internmant was mors than
just a word to me. ¥Wo bullt barricadea and
rioted for weeks on end. I began En learn o
et more. 1 alept ot the barricodes uRtil dawn
many o morning.

1972 I learned that there was mars to war
Ehan throwing pelrel Bembe. The DICicinla had
called p copsnfire that year and the Provos
had too. I wis arroested and questioned more
timen than emugh. 1 appeared in court where
I pleaded not guilty to rictoum behaviours
charges but was Foupd guilty.

1373 X wae avoiding the Drits rmow but not for
long.l was arrested aml bakep to the R.l.C.
station. Next mornimg I was taken to Gough
barrncka. 1T wns dragged out of the jerp ond
frogmarafied te o helicopter. T was very acared
ap this vasr't the usual procedire. The heel-
icoptar headed off with me handceffed to the
acat. An R.UsCs man threatned to toss me outb.
Threats and [Asults accompabiied me all the way.
I spont thres doye in Ballykelly, I survividd
but "Sam' whe interrogated me assured me that
I wanld be got and no guestions asked . I wag
beatan up But that was pothing new.

In hpril 73 I learned that my friends Tomy
Duncan and J«J:0"Hglll weare to b interned
in LOng Kesh. Thot ndght {apeil Tth) o Lullee
from a Brit rifle killed Jake MoGereigan and
serioualy woulkled me, ar we were walking up
tha atreet. My bowele and intestines hung from
a big hole cut in oy abdomen. 1 defa'"t Know
vow I Aldn't dis. Jake was hit In an arteey,
his blopd splattared over me a= we bBoth fell
b the growml. I taplked with him hefore hbe
died: I remembar woll all boe anids I witl
piwavs remimier how he Faced desth 'br.jl.rn”,'.

I']1]l pever Torget the blaoogd pisl bhee Agcoams
for help- After this I hawve bean afeald of
denth that s of A painful desth. Whan I
regained conaciouaness in Musgesve Park los-

pital, my life wasn't aafa. Brit soldiceas
o werde aleso paticents mode attomptsa of my
Iife mare Llhan once. I was then soeved b
Crumlin Rd. Prison charged with popsession
f a weapon with intent but [ got Lail and
cafs ouk of Crumlin Boead weak from my oper-
ations and wracked with paine in =y abdomen.

1974 In Feb. at my trial in the Diplock
caurt 1 pleaded not quiley but despite my
teatimony and that of 3 witnesses the judge
Gibsan acceoplted the word of o Brit soldiasp
atiel 1 wns sentoncasd to 5 yvears. This wae pot

to be my last exparience of the MHplock
COUPRT &,

Long Kegh T arrived in Long Eeah the day
nftar my Erial and Eried o settle in and

tmkh ah interest in cducation. I read a lot,
Laarned 5 Yot but troubls scon aroee. Conditio-
rna ware bad and in protest we threw our food
out over the wire. Yiaitsa and parcels wers
atopped and tehsjon incraased. Whem we burnt
the camp we wers attacked by Dedts with tear
fasy batona ad dogs,

When the aplit case and the I.R-5.F. van
Termod, myself and McGuaid joined.  We wors

Bl given rocognition Iy Ehe prison aumtharities
Tt after o 13 day habger etrike we got aut
demandn. 1 was released after 2§ years, woll
aware of our hlistery Both secial and scomomic
et

ansd apger Lo

1976 - Decenber, T wap Dack En Cruslin Ropd
Giazl, tlw blanket proteat had Juat bogone.

1877 - In Septesibier, after nearly 10 months on
rompand 1 appeare: in anather Diplock Court.

I pleaded not guiliy to their charge of armed
robbery but HoGrath the judge, found me giai lby
on the basis of & verbal estatement the FalicC.
claimed I mode.He Jdidn"t listen to me side of
the story. He gave Ba 1% yoars. Twoe daya lator
I was in o Ho Block eell wrapped only in a
blanket. Than came the dirty protest.

THREE YEAHS [ATER I'M STILL FHERE -

My skin covered in a rash, @y body emaciated
throe years of sullfering in this astinking
wriebcheod cell. 1 sefuse o be treated like &
criminal. This history since 1968 clearly
alwvwp why T paa here doing what T do. I am
Ereparnd Lo o Buch Bore. EVEN TQ DIE. T

Ll ieve By death will do something for ¢thers.
[AE TO STHUGGLE - DAHE TO WINL




MASS RESISTANCE ON THE

SUNDAYT 26th QEE'}!HE = dasnbve sppport for

tha hunger atrikers was shown i Balfamt
#n theews of Lthe bunger stflke, At leaat
149,000 pecple took to the alreests,

Eally cuteide the G.F.0, I Dablin, aver
Slpmople attended.

| Y2Tth O - Aoads throoghoot ike
counties weare blocked, torchli.ght pro-
cemnlion La bie Short Stramd and & 2,000
slrongprocensalon in Dungannon.

m@m - The Frimark shop:lng
stors In 1he slty centre was ccsupled for

an heur and a halfl by 100 people inside and
cut. Toreh=1light marches book place 1n
dtewartatown and the Bone.

JEONESIAY 291 OCTOBER - 50 jeople high-
ighted the hunger sirike by pickeling

Leisure World in Belfast wesr alan Hinter
former world Boxing chaaplon signed aubo-

£raphe. Almo A.0.C. and Brit Barracks were
ploketed by thousands throughout Belflant.

TEEEIMY %ﬂ!h DCT0B=R~ The Fetly Sessions
urt in loheater Street was picketed

wsuccesalfully. Torchlight sarches took slace

in the Marketa Ardbos asd Lurgan whare
2,000 paople turmed ocut, relntives oooupied
Mages College in Derry and wiglla took
place in Belfant, a 72 yvenr old woman was
shot fnm the Mewlodgpe wigil From & pass ing
CAF: LOYAlilsale suspested,

W - Central Station in
lfast was pleketed. [rom the Marketls -
Short-Strand by I00 psople. City cenire
shops were lealleted, the Orand Opera

Houme was plcketed oo the 2Ist anniversary
of U.T.¥. by 100 people.

SATURDAY [at MOVEMBER . Tigila taok
place in the .arketsa Ormeau Rd. Ladybrook
Beschmount and Lenadoan, R.U.Q, gnd Bpit

phatlons were plcketed throughout the 6
counties,

SUNDAY #nd ZOVEAER - Torchlight procesn=
ans ook place In Dungiven, Pwinbessk,
Ladybrook, Bergn, demonatrationa in
Ballymurphy, Turl Lodge, plokets ot 9.4, 4.
satch in Rewgastle, leafleting of Churahes
in Jest Belfast amd Short Strand.
rd EBOY - Bosaries safd in
Varlous areas, Flicket of Cloucester House
Unemployment OFflce, 60 Fecple attanded,
Youth Againat If.Block plckat at Port
Jariche ,over 100 youth prasent, Marches
¥ry and Strabane,

STREETS.

IVESDAY dth NOVEMSER - Torchlight process-
lons wook slace in Clonard, Torf Lodge and
Cralgan,Co. Tyrone. Sallyowen dealth
Senire, indersonstosn wan plcketed and

Lhe income tax affice Iln Gelfastb.

For detalls of Marches, fickets, aetivities
eloc. comtact your local Hanger Sirike
onitiee of the 3elfast Hunger Strike
co=ardinat lng Comnitlen,

The First 2 To Die?

Am Lhe hungor strike im the H.bloeks efnleors it's
wsecond week. LUeoathp peess sminent there asnd in
Armagh Jail, with the critical conditiona of
Geamus Gyl jan ancd FPaulins Mclaughlin reapectiwel;
Seanus Mullan in now wwl] dvar 0 days on Fnatiper
abrike in the . blocks aul doctors have desceiled
him condition am critically i11. Mullan's henlth
wnr nlresdy seriously deterloraied due 1o &
previsusly prolonged mmoger alrilie of 70 days,

the last 10 of which he refused water as well.
After that hufiger atriks Ssanuas Fece fved an appeal
which Falled, Pauline Mclaughlin 18 alas conaidered
ta ke dying by the cactars at Areagh, woighing
siily 44 stone. She §a now back in Armagh aftor

a few wesks in Musgrave Park lospital. liss
condition is still the same., She in CRITICAL.

hly proper medical treatment can savs Paul ine
from an inevitahle desth in Armagh.

WE DEMAND THAT PAULINE MCLAIMGHLIN BE FREED FROM
AHMALN JALIL TO RECEIVE THAT THEATHENT.

HUNGER STRIKE FIGHTING FUND

LURATIONS ARE URGENTLY MEHED POR OUR BUSGEE STHIFE FIGHTING FUND 1IN CHOER

SEVCHT POH THE MUDEESD STRIMERS,

T FENLE PETERS AL LATETS TO COUNCER BHITISH PROAGADA AN (RCANISE
OrE SHLD HE SENT T HIMLER STHIKE FLGHTING FIBD
a0, FALLS DAL

BEIFAST 12
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