WORKERS HAMMER

No 130

July/August 1992

30p Newspaper of the Spartacist League

DUBLIN —Much to the relief of
Major, Kohl, Mitterrand and Reynolds,
Ircland did not go the way of Denamark.
The Maastricht Treaty on Europcan
union was somewhat rehabilitated by
the 69 per cent “yes” vole in the low
turn-out Irish referendum on 18 June.
The resuli was secured by & massive
campaign waged by the government
with the active support of the treacher-
ous Labour and ICTU tops. Although
the socially explosive abortion battle
—glong with the question of the
Republic's sham  “neutrality”™ —
threatened to give Reynolds & Co a
hard ride, in the end the promise of
German gold proved overriding. As an

anti-working class Maastricht treaty

Free abortion on demand!

article in the Independent ([London], 18
May) put iz “The government's pitch
for a “yes' vole 15 hithe short of clectoral
bribery, with persistent emphasis on the
[R£6bn Dublin expects to garner. .. if
the treaty is passed”.

Significantly, the largest vole against
Maastricht came from the working-class
districts of Dublin. The government's
promises of EC prosperity didn’t cut
any icc here, with many worried that
increased austerity and further unem-

ployment is the real price tag. Mecan-
while the rural arcas tended in the vast
majorily 1o vole in favour of the treaty
despile the hysterical campaigning of
the arch-reactionary SPUC and Family
Solidarity elements for a no vole to
“save the unborn™.

The four main partics in the Dail-
Fianna Fail, the Progressive Democrats,
Fineg Gacl and Labour—blocked (o
ram the treaty through, issuing what the
Sunday Trbune termed an “almost

Irish state rams through

unprecedented joint statement™, (The
Electricity Supply Board workers who
were sold out under the class-collabor-
ationist PESP will remember the last
such jointl statement when the same
four parties called for ending the sirike
in April 1991.) The usual horse-trading
transpired on the trickiest domesiic
questions, Thus, Labour got a specific
commitmeni from each of the party
lcaders to declare that there would be
a further referendum in the autumn on
the right to travel and information on
abortion but 1o be sure Fianna Fail
refused (o agree that the protocol of
the Maastricht Treaty which enshrines

continued on page 10

Black workers: mobilise and fight for power!

JUNE 22 —The grassy plain at the edge
of the black township of Boipatong was
turned into a killing held. In lh:;j:.smhu
language, “bot means “place o
hide™. But mgmy, 20 June, there
was nowhere (o hide from the police and
army sharpshooters. When President F W
De Klerk arrived, hundreds of angry
blacks prevented him from getting out of
his n'mun.!':;dﬁhlw. Holding the - hD:
the a id state responsible for t

Hmd?“m three days carlier of
more than 50 black residents, the angry
crowd chased him away, chanting “De
Klerk go 1o hell!™ Ninety minutes later a
police hippo (armoured personnel car-

rier) roared up, disgorging heavily armed
cops who suddealy firing without
ing. A dozen fell in the first

salvo, more were shot down as the blood-
bath continped.
dnﬁbe:u:prmmmnduwdm
credit the African National Congress
{ANC), which had called a natioowide

to up negotiations for “
e s

South Africa: rage
over apartheid massacre

cratic South Africa) talks could be sunk

before they ever begin. Emboldened by
us victory in the 17 March “whites only™
referendum, the government took a hard
line against its ANC collaborators. More
than two years after the release of Nelson
Mandecla and of the under-
Communist Party), blacks still cannot
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Further exchange with RIL on the Russian Question

Revolutionary Infcrnationalist League
British section of the International
Troiskvisi Commiltoe

To the Editor

Workers Hammer

Dear Comrade,

Without wishing to re-open the debate
on the Soviet Union with you I must pro-
test ol the caption to the photograph
which says "RIL says workers should
have ‘answered' strike call by Russian
chauvinist fimperialist stooge Boris Yelt-
sin during August counter-coup.” We said
no such thing. The letter says that you
abhor the idea that “workers, answering
Yelisin's strike call to ‘defend democracy’
might then make their own demands and
sct their own agenda once they had felt
their own strength and the weakness of
both sections of the burcaucracy.”

TROTSKY

Just to leave no doubt om the RIL
position of this aspect page 27 of Revol-
utionary Internationalist 11 sets out the

position: “The responsibility for Trotsky-

21 February 1992

isis was (0 oppose the call; in workplaces

where there was a vole for strike action
on the basis of Yeltsin's call we should
have voled against, simultancously pulling
forward our own proposals for action
based on an independent programme, in-

Comradely,

cluding a Light to build sinke action on
that basis. Where sirikes did take place in
response (o Yelisin's call we would have
participated, but attempted to turn them
against both wings of the burcaucracy.”
I trust that makes our position clear.

Gerry Downing for the RIL

Leon Trotsky on
the royal family

The gquestion of the monarchy s nol
“irivial", ax much of the fake left claims; it
is the linchpin for archaic values, servility,
hierarchy and acceptance of the established
order. Even now, as the institution of the
British monarchy has become an object of
open public ndicule, it finds its staunchest
defenders among the arch-traitors of the
Labouwr Party. The monarchy, House of Lords

Wi replies: The cited gquotation from
Revolutionary [Intemationalist makes it
clear that for the RIL “where strikes did
take place in response to Yeltsin's call we
would have participated”, attempting to

LENIN

and established churches are integral props (o the maintenance of capitalist class nile in
Britain; they will be swept away by proletarian revolution.

We Marxists can...understand far better the course of development of the British
labour movement, and better foretell its future than can the present-day “theoreticians™
of the Labour Party, The old call of philosophy to “know t * has not sounded in
their cars. They consider that they are summoned by destiny to re-construct the old
sociely from top to bottom. Yet at the same time they halt, prostrate, before a line

chalked across the Moor. How can

refuse pocket money o the Prince of Wales?
Royalty, they declare, “does not hinder” the country’s progress and works out

than a president if you count all the

they assault bourgeois property if they dare not

expense of elections, and so on and so

forth. Such speeches by Labour leaders typify a facet of their “idiosyncrasics which
cannot be called anything other than conservative blockheadedness,
parliament is the instrument of bourgeois rule and as long as the

long as the
the bourgeoisic

no need of extra-
use royalty as the focus
against :L:

working class....
To proclaim a socialist programme and at the same time to declare that roya

"duunﬂﬁndﬂ"it:ndmmuth&lpﬂhiuﬂl?nmu,fqmph
maierialist science but having recourse to a wilch's incantalions

Royalty is weak as

liamentary methods. But the bourgoisie can if
all extra-parliamentary, i.e. real forces direcied

s

against toothache on

the grounds that the wilch comes cheaper. In such a “rifle” the whole man is

completc falsity of his
is mot decided by today's

acknowledgement of materialist science and the
ideﬁcals}ﬂm.quucilﬁﬂthﬂ:qu:-ﬂimdmmy
-keeping, especially when the books are cooked.

—Leon Trotsky, Where Is Britain Going? (1925)

WORKERS

Published by

l:
Fg:hdﬂ'nlmﬂ'

States

Publications, PO Box 1041, London NWS 3EU

Spartacist
Subscriptions: £3.00 for 1 year, overssas airmadl £8.00.
Opeirecne axprossed in spnad artickes of letiens 4o Rol necessarily axpross Te sdicrial viewpont
Prindad by Ghough Messpapers Lid{TU EBEN (678721

MMER 4

Newspaper of the Spartacist League, British section of the Intemational
Communist Leagus [Fourth intermationalist).

EDITORIAL BOARD: Bonnks
McDonald, Alan Mason, Len
PRODUCTION MANAGER: Michasl Flaz

CIRCLLATION MANAGER: Antoine Vermes

(Editor), Jon Branche, Falf Eades, Mec Gilchrist, Eibhlin
Ellen Rawlings, Michasl Fiaz, David Strachan

“lmlh:mlpiuatbnlhhriuﬁufj;h:c
bureaucracy”. This is answering Yeltsin's
counterrevolutionary strike call. }
We in the Intcrnational Communist
League called on Moscow workers o
mobilise to crush the Yeltsinite forces.
The RIL was prepared Lo join with those
counterrevolutionary forces. This 15 a
fundamental difference between our (wo
organisations. Downing's own letter -uf
December 1991 makes clear that R]L_ln
fact would welcome workers answering
Yeltsin's strike call and thus “make their
own demands and set their own agenda”™.
(Obviously if the strikes didn't take place

—which in fact they did not—il wnul-d
be hard for RIL or anyone else 1o partic-
pate in them.)

As we wrole in Workers Hammer no
127 (January/February 1992):

“Calling for workers (0 sweep away
Yielin's barrcades would have meant a
military bloc with any of the coup
forces that morsed 10 crush the counter-
revolutionary rabbile. This is the sticking
point with the centrist RIL which, be-
holden 1o social democratic ‘anti-Stalin-
ism’, can't stomach being in a bloc with
Stalinisis even in defence of a workers
state. Thus, they seek 1o distance them-
sehves equally from the coup and Yelt-
sin. Aganst RILs Third Campism in

the Augusi ovenls we wrole: Sin an
armed struggle pitting outright restor.
AtoNIsLS BgAINSE recakcilrant elemenis of
ihe burcaucracy, defence of the collec-

jvised ecconomy would have been
on the agenda whatever the Sia-
linists” inientions. Tromkeity  would
have erdered a military bloc with “the
Thermidorian section of the

el

wis preciscly our policy

Jaruzelski in 1981." "

The RIL—faced with a situalion in
Poland where the burcaucracy did not
simply collapse but took measurcs against
Solidarnoéé counterrevolution — chose to
be on the barricades with the clerical
reactionaries and capitalist restoralionists
in Walesa's camp, who (at the time) had
a mass working-class base. In the USSR
last August, Yeltsin had nn:uchbu:?th:
“perestroika coup™ committee committed
political suicide and RIL was thus able to
straddle the fence. Its Third Campist
methodology is not in question, nor the
side it would have taken had sections of
the Soviet proletariat answered Yeltsin's
strike call. This continues to be the nub
of our debate with RIL on the Russian

question to which Downing refers. ®

Stop Hitler-lover
David Irving!

Eﬁ
i
!
i

Group were amongst the organisers of a
500-strong united-front action that did
stop Irving from speaking at Trinity Col-
lege Dublin in 1988,

Today in the context of capitalist resto-
ralion in Eastern Europe, Irving has
become a prominent activist in the resur-
rection of German fascism. Irving coun-
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letter—

Further exchange with RIL on the Russian Question

Re i Internationalist
British section of the International
Trotskvisi Commuiies

21 February 1992

To the Editor
Waorkers Hammer

Decar Comrade,

Without wishing to re-open the debate
on the Soviet Union with you | must pro-
test af the capltion to the photograph
which sayvs “RIL says workers should
have ‘answered® sinke call by Russan
chauvinist /imperialist stooge Boris Yelt-
sin during August counter-coup.” We said
no such thing. The letter says that you
abhor the idea that “workers, answering
Yeltsin's strike call to ‘defend democracy”
might then make their own demands and
sct their own agenda once they had felt
their own strength and the weakness of
both sections of the burcaucracy.”

Just to leave no doubt on the RIL
position of this aspect page 27 of Revol-
utionary Internationalist 11 scts oul the
position: “The responsibility for Trotsky-
ists was to oppose the call; in workplaces
where there was a vote for strike action
on the basis of Yeltsin's call we should
have voted against, simultancously putting
forward our own proposals for action
based on an independent programme, in-
cluding a fight to build strike action on
that basis. Where strikes did take place in
response (o Yeltsin's call we would have
participated, but attempted to turn them
against both wings of the burcaucracy.”

I trust that makes our posiion clear.
Comradely,

Gerry Downing for the RIL

WH replies: The cited quotation from
Revolutionary  Intemationalist makes il
clear that for the RIL “where strikes did
take place in response to Yelisia's call we
would have participated”, attempting to

e e S e s T

Leon Trotsky on
the royal family

The guestion of the monarchy is not
“srivigl™, as much of the fake left claims; it
is the finchpin for archaic values, senvility,
hierarchy and acceptance of the established
order. Even now, as the institution of the

H %,

We Marxists can...understand far better the course of development of the British
labour movement, and better foretell its future than can the present-day “theoreticians™
of the Labour Party. The old call of philosophy to “know I has not sounded in
their ears. They consider that they are summoned by destiny to re-construct the old

refuse pocket money to the Prince of Wales?

R , they declare, “does not hinder” the 5 pr and works out
cheaper than a president if you count all the expense of elections, and so on and so
orth. Such speeches by Labour lcaders typify a facet of their “idiosyncrasies™ which

=

cannot be called hing other than conservative blockheadedness. is weak as
hngmlhehﬂmmzt:p“a?ﬁmemhth:ﬂtrwﬁﬂﬂ is rule and as long as the
thbﬂurgﬁahi:gﬁnunmdﬂfmm liamentary m But the bourgoisie can if

nc{rl&lf{ﬂiﬁrﬂy’nllfﬂifhﬂlﬂﬂm all extra-parliamentary, ic. real forces directed
Tnpudﬁmamdﬂhtpwmmnmum“memmmm
“does not hinder” it and comes cheaper is just the same as, for example, ackn
- : cl: mlg.“tldl:mh trifle lh:hlhdn y
ounds that the witch comes r. In a “trifle” man is
. ith hi : o ment of materialist science and the

falsity of his ideological system. For a socialist the of the monarchy
l;m:!mpmd:ﬂdndi}f lndaz:"s book-keeping, especially when the are cooked.

—Leon Trotsky, Where Is Britain Going? (1925)
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“turn them against both wings of '_:hlu
burcavcracy”. This is answering Yeltsin's
counterrevolutionary strike call. ;

We in the International ka:mnﬁ

e called on Moscow workcrs
E.Eunhilis: to crush the Yelsinite forces.
The RIL was prepared to join with those
counterrevolutionary forces. This is a
fundamental difference h:m'ﬂ:n:ur mn}
isations. Downing's own leller «

ml:tcr 1991 makes clear that RIL in
fact would welcome workers answering
Yeltsin's strike call and thus “make tlu::r
own demands and set their own agenda”.
{Obwiously if the strikes didn't take place
—which in fact they did nol—it wotl
be hard for RIL or anyone else to partic-
pate in them.)

As we wrote in Workers Hammer no
127 (January/February 1992):

“Calling for workers (0 sweep away
Yeltin's barricades would have meant a
military bloc with any of the coup
fiorces that moved 1o crush the counter-
revolutionary rabble. This is the sticking
point with the centrist RIL which, be-
holden o social democratic “anti-Stalin-
ism', can’t stomach being in a bloc with
Stalinists even in defence of a workers
siate. Thus, they se¢k 10 dutance them-
sehves equally from the coup and Yelt-
sin. Againsi RIL's Third Campism in

the Augusl cvenis we wrole: ‘in an

armed strugghe pitting Outright restor.

ationisis Bgainst recalCilrant chements of

the burcaucracy, defence of the collec.

tivised copnomy would hie been

placed on the agenda whatever the Sta-

linists’ intentions. Trookpisty  would

bbbl

' sechion

revolution”, as Trotsky postulated in

ibe 1938 Transitional Programme. This

was precisely our policy lowards

Jaruzelski in 1981." ©

The RIL—[aced with a situation in

Poland where the burcaveracy did not
simply collapse but took measures agains
Saliﬂl:mnu counterrevolution — chose o
be on the barricades with the clerical
reactionaries and capitalist rmn!llil:nim
in Walesa's camp, who (at the time) had
a mass working-class base. In the USSR
last August, Yeltsin had no such base, the
“perestroika coup” committee committed
political suicide and RIL was thus able 1o
siraddle the feace. Its Thilrd Cam;ﬂ
methodology is nol in question, nor t
side it would have taken had sections of
the Sovict proletariat answered Yellsin's
strike call. This continues to be the nub
of our debate with RIL on the Russian
guestion to which Downing refers.

Stop Hitler-lover

David Irving!

an act of self-defence, trade
tomists  lefti L

Jews and all decent people should be
mobilised to stop (hese scum.

Allempling to use a respeclable cover
un“ﬂ%‘.mm.h_m
bas been to deny the existence of the
Nazi holocaust against six million Jews, in
order to recruit the would-be perpetra-
tors of a new fascist depravity. This has
nothing to do with history whatsoever —

Group were amongst the organisers of a
500-strong united-front action that did
stop Irving from speaking at Trinity Col-
lege Dublia in 1988,

Today in the context of capitalist resto-
ration in Eastern Europe, Irving has
become a prominent activist in the resur-

lionalen™ attempted to rally with Hitler-
wer Irang, our comrades of the Sparta-
kist Workers Party intervencd calling for
worker fimmigrant mobilisations to stop




We have noted over the years that the
LO féte —the annual summer gathering
of the French and European far left
organised by Lutte Ouvrire in the village
of Presles outside Paris — has increasing-
ly carried the stamp of this workerist,
nationally narrow and Stalinophobic
outfit’s most sides. In the
attempd at a populist appeal to backward
elements their line and attitude on the
race question, the poison of anti-Semitism
and their unabashed homophobia are
designed to compete for the types a Jean
Marie Le Pen would target. Last year LO
thugs went after black youth. This year,
LO outrageously refused a stand at us 6-8
June féte to Act-Up France, a militant
gay rights group which has fought in
particular on behalfl of AIDS victims,
exposing the Milterrand government's

Upon learning of this exclusion, the
Ligue Trotskyste de France (LTF, section
of the International Communist League
|[Fourth Internationalist]) wrote to Act-
Up, offering that it share our literature
stall at the féte. We noted i our leiter
that LO is a notoriously homophobic or-
ganisation, dehhuulclr refusing to recruit
gay militants to its ranks. With the paol-
icies of the French government on the
question of AIDS seatencing whole sec-
tions of the population to death, LO's
exclusion should evoke utter disgust in
cﬁdm human being, let alone every
lefitist. ]

Alier discussing our proposal, the Paris
chapter of Ac-Up declined the offer of a
shared stall. At the féte, ICL comrades
wenl Lo the stands of the vanious organ-
isations present to publicise the exclusion
of Act-Up, distributing copics of our
letter of protest, printed in the LTF
ncwspaper, Le Bolchevik. Most of the LO
cadres themselves only learned of the
decision to exclude Act-Up from the
LTF. The LO leadership became un-
hinged. They sent an LO veteran and
chicf of security to us to dramatically
announce that since we had broken the
“rules of the game” by “distributing a
leaflet inside the féte” we (oo would be
excluded from future LO féies.

We did not allow LO’s swinish antics
to go unnoticed. Chanting “Down with
the exclusion of bomosexuals and Trot-
skyists”, some 25 protesters demonstrated
at the end of the well-aitended debale
between LO and the Ligue Communiste

JULY/AUGUST 1992

ICL protest of LO
exclusion of 7
June 1992,
Placard slogans
include: “"Down
with LO's
Exclusion of
Trotskyists and
Homosexualsl”,
*“US5R: Down
with the
Yebhsin/Bush/
Mitterrand
Counter-
revolutionl™,
“For LO the
‘Death of
Communism'’
Means Exclude
Communists!™

LO meetings the issue of Lutte Ouvriére
calling for a vote to the Cold Warrior and
union-hating Mitterrand in 1981, exposing
LO's hollow claims to a consistent anti-
Mitterrand posture.

The ICL-RIL protest and a short
speech given by an LTF spokesman drew
a lot of attention from thosc at the
debate, The disciplined action had an

‘comparable, as onc
comrade to what an organisced
demonstration in a Maoist “re-education”™
camp might have among the inmates. As
the placards went up, LO leader Duburg
was busily explaining that the question of
voling rights for immigrants was of no
interest (o the working class. Summing up
their line on special oppression, he con-
cluded with the statcment that when
women got the right to vole (in France,
in 1945) this had not changed anything!

Afier the prolest ended, in the midst
of a growing crowd with whom the 1CL
comrades pursued the debate, we were
confronted by a goon squad of some 40
males led by one Kaldy, a leading nation-
al spokesman for LO. This massive show
of bullyism threatened with cach minute
to get out of control —only quick action
by an LTF comrade stopped the blew
headed for a young comrade from the ex-
DDR; a black E}’mpﬂhﬁt—t of the LTF
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LO Féte: anti-gay,
antl-Trotskylst exclusionism

would treat this Orwellian twaddle with
the contempt it deserves. Our protest
againsi that vile action was documenicd
in a letter from the Cenatral Committee of
the LTF 1o the organisations that partici-
pated in the LD féte, reprinted in
Workers Vanguard no 529, 21 June 1991.
Despite a guilty acknowledgment that
“mistakes” had taken place previously,
LO's coatinucs Lo be one of “disci-

incd” violence and exclusion of minority
youth,

Lutte Ouwridre has never been very
good, let alone Leninist, on the questions
of special oppression. But under the
impact of Cold War I, the collapse of
Stalinism and the bourgeois lic of the
“death of Communism”™ all forms of
social reaction, what Marx called “the old
crap”, have flourished, with the fake lefit
capitulating to this in a variety of ways.
On the domestic terrain, LO's particular
brand of “colour-blind” and homophobic
workerism  has intensified. Nominally
delensist on the Sowviel Union (but not

Out now!
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anywhere else capitalism has been over-
turned), LO's support to the forces of
capitalist counterrevolution from Poland
to East Germany place it in the camp of
the anti-Soviet traitors. Its “neutrality” at
the time of the August coup predictably
gave risc (o an inlernal state capitalist
opposition, which in turn attracted the
tender attentions of the British SWP.

At the same time, there are militanis
in and around LO who find our Trols-
kyist opposition to Yellsinite counter-
revolution attractive. Indeed, LO's deci-
sion (0 exclude the ICL from future fEles
was motivated not simply by our exposure
of its exclusion of Act-Up but also in
reaction (o our hammering the LO mem-
bership on the Russian Question. Today
the LO leadership is fostering and con-
solidating in its cadres a system of values
totally counterposed to everything com-
munism stands for. We said ecarlier that
this organisation could head down dan-
gerous paths. So it has and the picture is
ool a preity onc, B
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South Africa...

{Conbinued froem pape 1)

ilcrcommunal warfare (o lerrorse and
demoralise the black masses, as part ol
the old imperialst sdage “divide and
rule”

The pictures of black youth in Boips
tong carrving the bodics of their slain

comrades are ‘.[I'ILII'H,F."'. uh!lh.r | M ] thc
phoio which has come 1o symbolise (o the
while world the Sowelo massscre ol
1976, And in [act the current explosion of
unfcsl and repression bogan on Sowelo
Day, 16 June, the first day of the protest

campaign called by the ANC under pres-
sure [rom mounting disconient. Calling
demonsiralions and ralbes m N cles,
Mandela threatened a general sinke o
Prefornia docs nol agree by 30 June 1o
form an interim government. The 16 June
protest shut down Johannesburg and
other big citics which are dependent on
black labour. Altempting to instil a cli-
male of terror, the government deployed
cxtra police in the townships and called
up 50,000 white reservists,

The following day, the apartheid
regime gave ils bloody reply by unlcash-
ing its dogs of war, It was about 8 pm on
17 June when 200 men from the Kwa-
mabcla Hostel, 3 barracks for ZFulu
workers mainly at the nearby Iscor steel
plant and a sir d of Chiel Buthe-
lexi’s Inkatha, were dropped ofl in Boipa-
tong, near Sharpeville and Sebokeng in
the Tramsvaal, south of Jo'burg. Later
that night they would also attack the
nearby squatier camp of Slovo Park
(named for SACP leader Joe Slovo). The
swath of violence included a nine-month-
old child impaled through the head, a
pregnant woman riddled wiath gunshot
and knife wounds, and elderly mea and
women shot or axed as they fled from
their homes.

The massacre is one of the largest and
most hideous in South African history,
and s a lextbook operation of the
shadowy “ludden hand™ of the nolonous
DMI. There had been rumours for sev-
cral days thal an aftack was coming.
FPeople standing guard at the township

enlrance watched as four or five
armoured police transports and a yellow
police bus unloaded scores of Zulu men.
As the killers rampaged from house to
house, wilnesses saw uniformed police
firing at Neecing residents. They watched
as a police armoured vehicle helped to
smash an opening into a house. The ANC
immediately blamed the government lor
the massacre, saying more black people
had died in the three years of De Klerk's
“verligie” (“enlightened™) administration
than in the previous 40 years of apart-
heid.

“Negotiations” mean apartheid
slaughter

Mandela's relcase from jail in Febru-
ary 1990 opencd a new pl:ri-u-cl_in South

class rule by removing some of the most
glaring aspects of apartheid legislation,
while preserving the economic basis of

itation of black labour. Yet the

Media Workers' Association of South Africa strikers’ picket. Blac

appetites of the ANC/SACP to be part of
some governmenl, any governmeni, even
the illusion of “sharing™ power 'nw!;h the
apartheid buichers, all they get is the
sjambok (whip) and bullets from the R4
assault rifles of the SADF. The current
situation has been building to a flash-
point since the 17 March racist referen-
dum. To win ANC/SACP approval of a
“yes™ voie from their white supporters for
the Nats' policy of negotiations, De Klerk
promised the ANC an intcrim govern-
ment. But immndli-:ltlj' upon hrss'rmuqirr,
he rencgued on the agreement. Samulta-
neously he demanded the ANC dismantle
its (inactive) military wing, Umkhonto we
Sizwe (MK), and hold back on the “mass
st o
This was followed up with a press
campaign retailing borror storics about
MK guerrillas returning from exile and
throwing their weight around in IE
townships, often coming up agamst {
more conservative established ANC
leadership, There has also been a -
menl round-up of MKers, and a of
assassinations of ANC regional leaders
and organiscrs. Mcanwhile, right-wing
vigilanle armics are running amok and
the KwaZulu bantustan (dominated by
Inkatha leader Buthelezi) is forming its
own army. De Klerk and his cohorts
understand, even if the SACP anti-Marx-
ists in the ANC leadership would like to
obscure this, that state power boils down
to armed bodies of men defending the
property forms of the ruling class.

The fight De Klerk has picked over
disarming MK indicates the regime is
preparing violence against the black
masses on a massive scale. Yet for all its
sputtering, the ANC has gone along. A
Financial Times (6 June) special survey of
South Africa noted that the goverament
already had the ANC's agreement that “a
multi-party interim government should
excrcised so brutally by the Mational
Party, which detained 40,000 people in
the late 1980s."

Black workers the key
While the ANC is playing games in

P AR

SACP?
= :h:m:-cl: in the Weekly Mail (22 May)
makes it uiterly clear that the SACP |nd
COSATU union tops are only squabbling
over places at the lable:

“Moscs Mayekiso, president of Cast
HM AssOcialion ol Southern Trans-

(May/June 1992) headlines “COSATU:

ining Influence, Losing Power?™ but in
the reams of social-democratic obfuscation,
what's clear is that the federation which
stands at the head of millions of comba-

in sharp class battles, are complaining
they are not part of the decision-making
process. That's also the point, for the
SACP’s role was o tame the insurgent
union movement, derail its revolulionary
aspirations and bring it to heel in the
intuﬁuuflﬁqgluﬁm:ri:uudnlhcr
verligte capitalists (now expanded to
mclude the secretive Afrikaner Broeder-
bond!).

Since the old debate over a “workers
charter” (1o parallel the ANC's Freedom
Charter), a syndicalist current has argued
for an “independent” union movement,
What “independence”? As Leon Trotsky
wrole in his 1940 article, found on his

desk after he was murdered by a Stalinist
assassin: “The trade unions of our time
can cither serve as secondary instruments

k workers are key 10 smashing apartheid.

S e gy

and brandishing a slogan, “One setiler
one bullet!™, which would only I’“‘h
whiles into the fascsts' arms

The government is still trving o
off the ANC, suggesting thuﬂ::lsr. H::r
dela ihuuid be happy to share in the
g:;::rmng Pf_l Prosperous couniry; betler
: -
chl!l:-ngim Ij:h: besi-armed regime on the
Alfrican continent,” as the New York
Times (Z1 Junc) paraphrased a govern-
ment official. Nationalist  guerr
struggle, whether by PAC or the ANC/
MK, has never made a dent in the strong

F

situation and forced the apartheid rulers
into a position where they felt they had to
“adapt or dic”, But the monster of apart
heid slavery can't adapt, it must be killed, by
the very wage slaves on whose toil o
depends. Break with the ANC/SACP stran-
glebold! Forge a revolutionary

that can prepare, organisc and lcad the fight
for power in a socialist revolution thal can
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Drop the charges against
the anti-Harris protesters|

Nazi war criminal Hermann Gioering
was sentenced to death at Nuremburg for,
among other things the “blitz" bombing
of British cities which killed some 60,000
Briish cwilians. In 1992 a statue is
erecied in London to Sir Arthur “Bomb-
er” Harris, the World War I commander
of RAF Bomber Command, a prime and
unrepentant director of the wanton
Qayghl:r of almost 600,000 German
civillans through acrial bombardment.
The unveiling of the statue outside St
Clemeant Danes, the RAF church on the
sirand, on 31 May, the fifticth anniversary
of the first 1000-bomber raid on Cologne,
symbolised the obscene hypocrisy of
“democratic” imperialism and reflected
both “New World Order” arrogance and
mounling interimperialist rivalries. Of
course, Margaret Thatcher, the butcher of
the Belgrano, Falklands/ Malvinas war
criminal, and opponent of German-domi-
naled European unity, was there. So was
the Queen Mother, the wartime Queen,
and one of the few royals not presently
enmeshed i some houschold trauma or
scandal. But more importantly this frumpy
old reactionary was present to represent
the monarch as the commander-in-chief
of the armed forces and as a rallying
point for imperialist reaction.

Outside the church a demonstration of
anti-war campaigners, pacifists, derics,
former bomber I.lfllrrcw and supporters of
the Revolutionary Communist Party pro-
tested this outrage. Ten protesters were
m% m;::m Defence Commit-
tee , @ -struggle, non-sectarian
demanded that all charges be dropped
and made a financial ion to the
Strand Defence Fund. A PDC protest
stalement asserted that the demonstrators
“commitied no ‘crime’ but should in fact
be applauded for ensuring this ceremony
and monument to imperialist fire-bomb-
ing terror did not pass without protest.
We cheered at the silencing of the oldest
represcotative of the criminal archaic
‘royal family’, as she attempted to hail the
mass murderer of Dresden, Cologne and

kl]gmmthcmlimdaﬁﬂfrhcd:mhp-
ment of air power, the 1m ‘bnur-
geoisie looked to it as an Ive instru-

ment of mass terror. The theory, pro-
pounded by the Rﬁ]’-‘_nhlnfl among
encmy's will and ity o resist
“Bomber” Harris and hi R.A.F:mim:
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The Allied imperialist firebombing of Dresden, between 13 and 15 February
1945: possibly the greatest, single massacre in history.

charge of the Light Brigade, with more
bomber crew casualties than casualties
among the German populace. But after
Harris took over as commander in carly
1942 the techniques were refined: night
raids, 1000-bomber raids o overwhelm
defences and calculated siratagems to
raise fire storms. Even so it was not until
very late in the war that Germany's mili-
tary and economic capacity cracked. And
this was more due to other factors: the
American development

fighters and the gaining of air superiority,
precision bombing of strategic and often
dispersed industries like the oil refineries,
and above all the great victories of the
Red Army and Soviet people which tore
out the guts of the German military
machine. Bomber Command’s favoured

terror, though under other pretexs,
should be reviewed”. Harris remained
unrepentant, and being an embarrassment
never got the peerage that was dished out
to all the other top war commanders,
E!Li;:ﬁ:?[;:‘nﬁm‘ called Harris
L] r“r iﬁilﬁlﬂ El.l.n"i - a
thirty-mission bombing tour were m“;n:g:d
which is an allogether different question,
Bomber Command lost more men than
any other arm except the German U-
Boat command. In that sense Harris
belongs with Field Marshal Haig, of
Somme blood-bath fame. The Allied
propaganda painted the U-Boals as
crazed Nazis, machi ing helpless
civilians in life-boats. The German popu-
lace called the British and American
bombers Terrorfliegers, a more deserved
reputation. The borror of Dresden, just
like the nuclear annihilation of Nagasaki
and Hiroshima, was intended to serve
another purpose. Bomber Command's
own bricfing argues that the raid would
“show the Russians when they arrive
%ﬂnmmndmdu"{mﬂ
in i Bomber Command).
Some of the protesters at St Clement
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Bomber Harris: mass murderer

Danes on 31 May made the patriotic
appeal “Honour 55573 air crew nol
Butcher Harris” (fndependent, 1 June)
But the war between the Axis imperialists
and the Allied imperialists was an inter-
imperialist conflict in which the working
class had no side. Unlike the Stalinists
who broke strikes for Churchill and jus-
tify the firebombing of Dresden and other
CGerman cibes and the nuclear barbarism
against Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Trotsky-
ists fought for revolutionary defeatism on
both imperialist sides and to turn the
mmperialist war into a cvil war, At the
same lime, just as we do today, the
Trotskyists defended the Soviet Union
against imperialist attack and internal
counterrevolution.

There is another Gfticth anniversary
this year, that of the sicge of Stalingrad.
Not least because we struggle 1o save the
Soviet Union in its hour of crisis today
and to summon forth the same spirit of
defence of the gains of October, our
beroes are the soldiers and workers who
stemmed the counterrevolutionary tide at
Stalingrad, along with the defenders of
Leningrad, the Jewish and Communist
partisans and the fghters of the Red
Army and Soviel people who sacrificed
more than 20 million dead. And we hon-
our the martyred French Troiskyists who
practised revolutionary fraternisation and
organised revolutionary cells in the Ger-
man armed forces.

The book is not closed on the horrors
of imperialist war, such as Dresden. In
the ome-sided Gulf War the US and
British imperialists slaughtered 100,000,
all their talk of “precision bombing™
being but a cover for the type of indis-
criminate slaughter that “Bomber™ Harris
admc:ﬂtla:. It was not until the Thatcher

statues began to to Brit-
fhﬂzs s WWII -ﬁuﬁ, a sign
of the times with the Falklands /Malvinas
war jingoism and the war against “the
enemy within”, the miners. Mountbaiten
of Burma got his statue after the IRA
blew him away, too many long years after
he had presided over the Bengal famine
and the bloody partition of India. As well
the cclebration of “Bomber™ Harris is
intended as a “New World Order” mes-
sage, and a reminder to the German im-
penalists not 1o get too assertive. Harris'
statue is an obscene affront to working
people everywhere, The imperialists revel
in the scenes of counterrevolutionarics
hauling down statues of the leaders of the
October Revolution. But with the prolet-
arian revolution our turn will come, and
the statue of “Bomber” Harris will be
among the first 1o go. W
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Defend the immigrants and the right of asylum!
Down with the anti-communist witch hunt!

Strikes rock Kohl’s Germany

The following article is abridged from a
special supplerment of Spartakist (25 May
1992), published by the Sparakist Workers
Farnty of Germany (SpAD), section of the
Intemational Cormmunist League (Fourth
Intemationalisi ).

Break with social democracy —
nol a “grand cealition™ of capital,
but & workers government to
expropriate capitall
Bring down Kohl with

workers' action!

MAY 22 =The strike in West German
public service and transport was the
biggest labour struggle here since World
War Il and the first strike by the govern-
ment workers union (OTV) since 1974
~when they brought down the govern-
ment of Willy Brandt. This wasn't about
a lousy 5.4 per cenl. It was a provocative
test of strength on the part of the Ger-
man bourgeoisie with major international
repercussions. Together with the Social
Democrats (SPD), they first bulldozed
the East German collectivised economy
and have thrown six million unemployed
on the street nationally. And now there is
a de facto Christian Democratic (CDU)/
SPD coaliion that wants West German
workers to pay for the devastation caused
by capitalist counterrevolution in the
DDR (East Germany) and Eastern
Europe.

German imperialism is emboldened by
whal they sec as capitalist victory over
“communism” with the collapse of
Stalinism, and at the same time it is
under scvere ecomomic pressure as it
secks to digest the spoils. But CDU chan-
cellor Helmut Kohl's gang and the SPD
labour traitors miscalculated with the
most powerful working class in Europe.
They precipitated am overwhelmingly
popular strike against themselves and the
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Posatal workers
picket in Hamburg
during public
service strike. Two
years after capitalist
reunification,
German rulers face
massive working- m
Class UNrest, s
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consequences of capitalist reunification.
Moreover, the strike began to spread to
the East, showing the tremendous poten-
tial for united class struggle.

The strike had wide support; discon-
tent among the population turned against
the regime. According to the latest polls,
Kohl is the most unpopular politician in
Germany next to (Free Democratic
cconomics minister) Mollemann, and a
popular joke about the “tax lie” (Kohl's
:I-:.-l:t.liu:tu promise that there would be no
lax increases (o pay for reunification)
refers to the new “sucker-bait surtax”
{Volksverarschungsabpabe). With this kind
of anger, it was a good time to strike, and
strike hard. During the strike Bonn was
playing with the idea of sending in the
Bundeswehr (army) to pick up rubbish. If
that had happened, it should have been
answered with a general strike.
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capital. Spariakists (above) called for
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Berlin, Alexanderplatz, 21 May: Several
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8 : thousand came out 1o protest
Republikaner’ ﬁmmhmmmhmza:m

workers mobilisation 1o stop the Nazis.

There was a lot of sentiment among
strikers to hold out for at least “six [per
cent]| before the decimal point™, but any
real struggle to regain and defend work-
ers' jobs, wages and benefits from
inroads of economic devastation in
East and the slashing of social
grammes, inflation and tax hikes in the
West would require the full mobilisa
of the working class East and
cause what's involved here is
ta
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et offensive against the unions on (he

i of the bourgeoisie and government
Fven belore Anschluss (anncxation of (he
pDR) Boan began il campaign of slash
ing bemefits with s so-called “health
servicos reform ™. Last year they launched
a concerted ump-ni.g:? over sick pay, with
Der Spiegel screaming about workers
partying” 08 sick days (knankfeiem).
Mow, alter 40 years, the CDU/FDP
{Free Democratic) cabinet is demanding
the reintroduction of unpaid sick days,
F._'ﬂ."l,'ltl.l'ﬂ an Aangry reaction from the
w.ﬂﬂ!.

This year the wage confrontations
began in steel, a lower-paid sector of 1G
wieiall where H,Ell.'ﬂ-lﬁl.'l‘ll. were dragged
oul 10 the beginning of 1992, Then came
the bank employees, where despite weak
umion Organisalion rotating work stop-

 wenl on for six weeks. Newt up
were OTV, postal workers and rail. Bonn
intended 10 face down these seciors
before a showdown with the Metal
workers, the most powerful union in the
{jp'i.lll.ﬁu West. While Kohl B & ﬂ.p o
the car, the unions should have shur the
country down tight, against both the
DU SCSU /FDP federal government and
the SPD-led state governments. That
would have thrown a wrench in the bos-
s’ drive against the Metal Workers and
the rest of the labour movement.

East and West—strike together!

On Monday, 4 May, East Berlin trans-
port workers walked out in a spontancous
grike in solidarity with their class
brothers in;h: West, risking their own
jobs in the face of mass unemployment.
One after another, several depots went

Stop the Nazis!”
JULY/AUGUST 1892

workforce and to demoralise and paralyse
il. But now workers are increasingly sick
of i, particularly when they start to fighe
Al the Lichienberg transport depot, the
city's firing of bus drivers and other
workers as part of the anti-Stasi witch
hunt has produced outrage among their
co-workers,

The DGB even tried 1o bold its May

East Berlin, 4 May: Transport workers spread

for its defeal by the Red Army in 19435,
and wanl (0 rool out any memory of the
workers slate in the East.

Ia lste 1989 and early 19690, as the
Slalinist Honecker regime started (o
crumble and masses of East German
working people in the sirecls were de-
manding real socialism, the SpALYs pre-
decessors, the Troirkistische Liga and

West German public service

strike to the East in wildcat strike demanding “Equal Work, Equal Pay"”. United
workers struggle could bring Fourth Reich to is knees.

Day demonstrations under the pay-for-
Anschluss slogan “Sharing Binds™. Fol-
lowing Kohl, the burcaucrats’ idea of
“solidarity” is telling the workers in the
West to tighten their belis for the Frank-
furt moncybags, after destroying the East
German economy. Thus the arrogant
union bureaucrats foster disgusting anti-
“Ossic” sentiment (while as part of the
witch hunt mainly “Wessies” stafl their
offices in the East). But the burcavcrats’
appeal to Fourth Reich nationalism was |
hastily withdrawn in the face of outraged
protest from the member umions and

in a number of citics, including
Augsburg (the central DGB rally), Esscn
and Berlin, with “Solidarity Is an Obliga-
Mow the banks and trusts are raking in

German health care system and is slash-
ing it in the West, and now it wanis lo
finance reunification out of uncmploy-
SPD/DGB s this
measure, it too is an effect of a counter-
revolution in East Germany which they

giving the capitalists free
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Spartakist-Gruppen, intervened to fight
for proletarian political revolution from
East Berlin to Moscow, and for a social
revolution in the West—for a red Ger-
many of workers councils. When the
working class failed to move in the
absence of a revolutionary party strong
enough to lead it, German imperialism
mobilised its power to ram through coun-
terrevolution by reunification. The Spar-
talist reunification. Meanwhile the PDS
{Party of Democratic Socialism, successor
to the former Stalinist ruling party of the
DDR) and the rest of the so-called lcht
were on their knees begging for
reunification “onc (DDR-mark) to onc
(West German D-mark)”, and the SPD
were Kohl's bloodhounds as Bonn moved
in for the kill.

In the aftermath, we Spartakists called
for workers' resistance against the de-
struction wrought by the Fourth Reich
while the SPD-led factory councils were
sirangling workers' struggles and “co-

ini East German
surcs. From the beginning the SpAD
fought against the vicious SPD-led anti-
Communist wilch hunt, exposing il as a
tool of the rulers to paralvse and split the
workers, and demanded “Hands off Mar-
kus Wolf [chicf of DDR intelligence],
Erich Honecker [DDR head of state] and
Erich Miclke [DDR state sccurity minis-
ter]!” Throughout we have fought for

joint class struggle by workers East and
Wesl.

Full citizenship rights
for immigrants

A campaign (0 weaken the working
class by splitting it along lnes of national-
ity is being run by a racist popular front
againsi immigrants that exteads from the
CDU to the SPD, the Greens and the
PDS. First they are going after the mosl
vulnerable — those who have arrived
most recently and are secking asylum.
Boan consistenily encourages the Man/
skinhead terrorisis by its racist policies
and cconomic devastation. As the elec-
tions in the stales of Schleswig-Holstein
and Baden-Wikrttemberg show, so far the
biggest winners in the government's racist
manhunt arc the fascisis, Tens of thou-
sands voled fascist there — dispropor-
tionately former SPD voters, spurred by
the racist policies of CDU/CSU and
SPD. The CDU and SPD in turn use the
fascist elecioral successes to escalate their
own attacks on immigrants.

Immediately after the OTV settlement,
SPD candidate for chancellor Engholm
announced agreement with the CDU/
CSU on policics to torpedo the right of
asylum and deport additional thousands
of immigrants to misery and death. The
defence of all immigrants s key to un-
locking the power of the organised
workers movement, As we wrole in our
last issue: “The workers movement must
be mobilised to fight for full ctizenship
rights for immigrants and those secking
asylum.” An attack on one is an attack on
all. Class unity is wvital to workers'
struggle. Among our disenfranchised
foreign-born  brothers and sisters are
many of the best Aghters for the workers®
cause.

Mobilise worker/immigrant
power to stop Mazi terror

On 9 May the fascist “Nationalen”
threatened to rally with Hitler fan David

ing in the Sovict garrison town of
Berlin-Karlshorst—in  front  of the
muscum commemorating the Red Army's
liberation of Ewrope [rom the [asast
nightmare on that day in 1945. The SpAD
intervened in May Day demonstrations, in
the public service strikes and in key metal
plants calling for a worker/immigrant
mobilisation, finding strong sentiment in
the ranks to stop this ominous provoca-
tion. The PDS and Greens/Bindnis 90
instead appealed t with the SPD
ud‘Hv#in: Galinski (head of the Berlin
Jewish Community) for the Berlin Senate
to ban the fascist rally, and launched a
vicious viclence-baiting campaign against
the anti-fascists. Under the impact of the
OTV strike and from the ranks,
and after the ban was confirmed, the
DGE along with the SPD joined the call

confinued on page §
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Drive by German imperialism turned incipient proletarian political revolution Into capitalist
counterrevolution. Above: Berlin, November 1989, protesters carry banner “For Communist
Ideals —No Privileges™. Right: Kohl whips up Fourth Reich nationalism at rally in Erfurt,

February 1990.

Germany...

{Continued from page 7)

for & counterdemonstration at the last
munule.

Il was indeed a good thing that the
Nazis dida't march in Karlshorst on 9
May, but it was nor a good thing that a
massive presence of riot police held the
residents of Karlshorst hostage all day
long. It is a deadly illusion 1o rely on the
Fourth Reich to “ban” the fascisis. That
same might 60 skinhcads attacked a leftist
m::ndhlngd:;f with baschall bats,

iron sending cight
1o the hospital, one of whom, Ih:p-ﬁupiﬂm
worker Torsten Lamprechi, died. Murder
was the fascists’ answer 1o the anti-work-
ing-class, “no violence™ popular front.

In Magdcburg on 9 May, police in
front of the pub stood idly by during the
altack, despite neighbours' demands that
they intervene. In Berlin-Marzahn on 24
April, a young Vietnamese, Nguyen Van
Tu, was stabbed to death in broad day-
hght by skinhcads, while the SPD-led
Marzahn district council runs a “youth
club™ for Nazi/skinhcads. The govern-
ment turns its fascist-ridden cops loose
agunst anti-fascist demonstrators. On
May Dray in Berlin thousands of cops and
Federal Border Guards were mobilised
first 1o protect the Mazi/skinhead FAP
and then 1o tear apart the immigrant
Krcuzberg district. Obscenely, the so-
called cop “union™ had an official booth
at the DGB rally carlier that day, and
thew represenialives were nol pleased
with our placard demanding “Cops Oul
of the DGE!™ But the cops as well as the
Bundeswehr are the armed fist of the

Mobilise the workers to stop the Nazis!

Kohi: the would-be Kaiser
sits on a shaky throne

class-peace paradise a pi
drive 10 the East. i
In 2 world where escalating inter
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Kohl and the new war minister, CDU
hawk Volker Rilhe, were present, Bund-
eswehr general inspector Klaus Naumann
said training of German soldiers would
now be “hard, challenging and similar to
battle conditions™ for action outside
Germany. And now they are sending
troops to Cambodia, where the imperial-
1sls arc preparing new killing fields.

The appetites of the Fourth Reich's
rulers lic now, as before, beyond its east-
ern borders. By bankrolling Yeltsin's
counterrevolution to destroy the Soviet
degencrated workers state, they expect to
grab for themselves the choicest picces of
the Soviet and East European feast. But
for the “New World Order” they now
need a new foreign policy — which, given
the price lag, is nol going to be easy.to
orchestrate, either to the East or West.
The fruits of SPD/Genscher ﬂs?oﬁﬂ'
(Germany's “Eastern policy” first imple-

IT and recreate a unified capitabist Ger-
many & the dominant European
power.”

Tﬁﬂnmﬁ‘liﬂmml“ﬁu.
man Europe”, for now not with panzers
00 impose it ile prolest
from the Common Market countries the

i d

At

-

&

g _\,}’ -
"

e

. -
% =
.'h.ri -|J
- )
-
i

Sjuariaknd

Ciermans dictate inferest rates in Europe
and they even occasionally try to tell the
US imperialists where (o get off. But the
German working class is still a lion block-
ing their way and has showed it will fight
hard against this onslaught.

While Kohl & Co dither, it is SPD
chicf Bernd Engholm who makes the
“sweal and tears” speech on behalf of the
German isic. The SPD is aiming
for the chancellor's office with offers of
round table discussions, hints at “grand
coalitions™ and threats against immigranis
and the workers,

Break with the Social
acyl

On May Day, I1G Meiall chicf Sicin-
kihler questioned “whether the social
provocaleurs wall succeed in i
system has fallen away.” Significantly, he
is compelled to raise the “Russian ques-
tion™, although in his own way. Since it
was the Soviet Union that crushed Hitler
fascism, a victory that led to the planncd
cconomies of the East Euwropcan
deformed workers states, West
capatal felt compelled 1o tout the “welfare
mb;rﬂmrﬂw:ﬂihm

i the imperialist victors, caps
lllmmmuuhhhd uthl‘nri;m
T e
and trade-uni mﬂmhd-i;
Erbard proclaimed the capitalist “social
wkﬂmj"_ . built on the crushing of

struggles.

unions, particularly in the plant counals.
The Communists were purged, militant
anti-capitalist resistance was broken, and
the councils themselves were turned into
class-collaborationist  straitjackets — en-

forcing the reactionary plant council
(Betriebsrat) law, passed in 1952. With the
DGB's support for the Cold War
Marshall Plan, workers were firmly tied
politically to the state, and the state to

While there was much talk of “co-
determination™ of workers and capitalists
{an mmpossibility in any case), these
schemes merely meant a framework to
ensure the complicity of the wnion tops in
managing exploitation and purging reds.
Increased productivily was accompanicd
by persistently high unemployment. Mil-
lions of immigrant “guest workers” were
brought ino heavyindustry b denied al
citizenship rights. The was
- E:'quu in et
srongest army in NATO. The
SPD was the architect of Ostpolitik —
designed to cconomically undermine the
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We reprint below the press siatement
isqed by owr comrades in the Sparta-
kist-Arbesterpartei Deutschiands, German
section of the Intemational Communist
League {Fourth Intemationalizi) on 23
June. A brigf press release was issued
fodlowing this satement, reporting the
arrest of four supporiers of the SpAD
and the Committee for Socia! Defence
(Kfs¥) for being proud of having
genocide. Bul as the sialernent wenl on
jo report: “Following an energetic proiest
in whuch marny passers-by from vaniows
couniries participated, among them sup-

of the Kurdish Workers Party
PKE, the anti-fascists were released.”

Berlin, 23 June —This afternoon sup-
porters of the Spartakist-Arbeiterpartei
(SpAD) and the Commuittee for Social
Defence (KizV) removed and destroved
a swastika flag that had been hung up
by the Galeric am Pariser Platz on a
house wall right beside the Branden-
burg Gate. With this they put an end to
this revolling provocation, to which
thousands of Berliners and tourists who
daily pass by the Brandeoburg Gate
were cxposed and which was a direct
slap in the face to survivors of the Nazi

terror and to all decent people. KisV
spokesman Werner Brand stated: “We
won't tolerate this! The swastika stands
for the gruesome murder of six million
Jews, of Roma, Sinti, homosexuals and
other minorities, of Communists and all
anti-fascists, Just recently it brought
death to Mete Eksi Nguyen Van Tu
and Torsten Lamprecht.™

In 1945 the Soviet army smashed the
Nazi regime, liberating Europe [rom
fascist terror. 27 million Soviel citizens
lost their lives in the struggle against
the Nazis before the victorious Red
Armrmﬂdhuiﬂl]mmdﬂ:gmth:
Reichstag as a symbol of liberation. In
the deformed workers state of the
DDR the system of the swaslika was
totally destroyed. Berlin s a workers'
city with deep anti-fascist roots! When
in January 1990 the Spartakists initiated
a rally against the Nazi desecration of
the Soviet memorial in Treplow and
the SED/PDS took over this call, a
quarter of a million working people
came 0 express their outrage and their

Now the bourgeoisic of Auschwilz is
stretching out ils hands towards rule
over Europe. As they do so, their SPD
minions are standing at the bead of the
anti-Communist wiltch bunt, in order to

every lime a worker is fired and every
time a strike is sold out.

The SPD-controlled council members
sit around the table at every Befriebsrat
mecting “in the same boat™ with the
bosses. And yet various fake-leftists such
as the national-Stalinist DKP and pscudo-
Trotskyists, followers of Ernest Mandel,
in the VSP have long enjoyed the bureau-
Cratic privi that rubbing shoulders
wilh the bosses in the Betriebsrdfe brings
We Spartakists fight for the complete
independence of the workers movement
from the bourgeoisie and s state. Our
tendency in Germany was forged with the
Trotskyist understanding that since 1914
the SPD has been a bowpeois wovkers
party, the transmission belt for German
nationalism into the workers movement;
the SPD must be split in order to win ils
proletarian base on the road to socialist
revolution.

Workers need revol
leadership! For
internationalism

The OTV ranks threw Wull-Mathies'
stinking contract on the rubbish heap but
sec no aliernative to the treacherous
OTV/DGB tops. Whereas workers mass-
ively joined the union at the beginning of
the strike, now many are quitting. But
despite their itali ip, the
unions arc today the workers' sole de-
fensive organs. If we want (o win, instcad
of throwing out your union card, throw
out the bureaucrats who turn the unions
nto organs for disciplining the workers
on behalfl of the imperialist state, and
thus risk their destruction. The SPD/
DGB 1ops know very well that a real solid
sweep away nof only the Kohl gang but
them as well. To conduct a fight to push
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with cop terror and troop occupation. In
unmdmrn.fnd humi:h
signs
solidarity with Los Angeles. o
In the Los Angeles upheaval in the US
and the OTV strike here, we have seen
watershed events in two of the three
lcading world imperialist powers — and
the third, Japan, isn't doing so well either,
as the continued decline of the Nikkei
mmmwhumum
for humanity only grinding misery, r

pose a of ian interna-
tionalism. We fght Lenin, Luxem-
burg and Liebknecht for the

No swastikas at the Brandenburg Gate!

take vengeance on the victory of the
Red Army. Simultancously, the infa-
mous murderer of Jews, Gustav Just s
a member of the SPD. The Fourth
Reich wants to rehabilitate the Third
Reich, with Kohl's and Reagan's
obscene obeisance before the 55 graves
in Bitburg in 1985 already serving this
end. On 9 November 1991, the anniver-
sary of the Reich pogrom night, the
Niazis staged a parade in Halle, which,
as with the provocatory appearance of
SS-Schonhuber on May 2lst at the
Alexanderplatz in Berlin, was protected
by a massive police mobilisation. Now
ormer MIS [Stasi] bead Erich Miclke
is being put om trial on the basis of
from the Mazi period, while the
anti-fascist Gerhard Bogelein was con-
demned to life imprisonment in the
SPD city of Hamburg because of sup-
posedly having brought down a Nan
banging judge in a Soviet POW camp.
Freedom for Mielke, hands of Hon-
ecker! Immediate freeing of Gerhard
Bogelein! .
The CDU and SPD are preparing
the soil for the [ascists with their racist
campaigns and the mass deportations of
-seckers and immigrant workers.
And the PDS makes its pages in Neues
Deutschland available to the Republi-

workers. A resolute struggle uniting Ger-
man and immi workers in the enlire
Fourth Reich would be a beacon to our
class brothers and sisters to the Urals
udb\:jlmd-hmﬂdmﬂmiclmu:;
ers state and regain political power in
face of Yelisin's counterrevolution, with
its capitalist “shock treatment” misery
and murderous nationalist civil war.
Germany and its West European allies
want to creatc a “Fortress Europe™ to
keep out refugees escaping the economic
and social havoc they have wreaked
worldwide. Hardly a day goes by without
an incident of vicious anti-Scmitism and
racist ffascist terror. Anschiuss turncd the
clock back 50 years for East German
women, destroying the social institutions
which provided comprehensive free medi-
cal and childcare, and driving women
back to “Kinder, Kiiche, Kirche” (children,
kitchen, church). Whereas over 90 per
cenl of women worked in the DDR, two-
thirds of the jobless in East Germany are
now women. As the Protestant and Cath-
olic churches drive to re-Christianise the
East, all governmental parties are nearing
agreement on a grossdeutsch (Greater
Germany) anti-abortion law putting
women and doctors at the mercy of
blackmailing clesical * -

kancr Fihrer Schinhuber for his mes-
sage of hate. The workers movement
must defend the right to asylum. Full
citizenship rights for all immigrants! To
drive the murderous bands of Nazs
back imio their holes we n}:nd a

ilisation of the workers/immi-
:gzu, who recently revealed their will
to fight in the West and East mn 1.I!u:
giant OTV strike. Then the streets will
be safc again!

As Toralf Endruweit, candidaie ol
the Spartakist-Arbeiterpartei in the
Volkskammer elections, stated, “We
know what the swastika means and
how we have to deal with it. Today
we arc also honouring in a modest
way the heroic Jewish Communisl
Herbert Baum. To eliminate the fas-
cists once and for all we meed a
workers revolution that will avenge
the victims of the Nazi holocaust.
This is what the Spartakist-Arbeiler-
partei is fighting for. And in the
Soviet Union our comrades of the
International Communist Leaguc
(Fourth Internationalist) are fighting

inst Yeltsin's counterrevolution, Lo
win back political power for the
workers and reestablish the country
of the October Revolution as the van-
guard of the world revolution.”

mobilisations! Preachers, cops and judges
out of the bedroom and doctor’s uﬂ'u_:::;
Abolish Paragraphs 218/219! Down with
the church tax! For separation of church
and state! In the face of the destruction
being carried out by the bourgeoisie, we

pay, means a revolutionary struggle.

Germany remains the key to Europe,
for barbarism or socialism. To rebuild
this country in the interest of all the
working people and plan the cconomy
sensibly on an international scale, it is
necessary to fight for a workers govern-
menl that expropriates capital, putting the
mecans of production into the hands of
those who produce the wealth. To or-
ganisc that struggle and lead it to victory,
the workers need a revolutionary workers
party. Such a party, in the internationalist
lrldniﬂndll.:ninmd‘l‘rmk}r,ism
the Spartakists are fighting to build. Join

Spartacist League % public forum

Smash Yeltsin/Bush counterrevolution!
The Russian question point blank

Spartacist League/Britain

Glasgow PO Box 150 London PO Box 1041 Saturday, 25 July 92
Glasgow G3 6DX London NWS 3EU 4.00 pm

041-332 0788 i071-485 1396 mm
= The Green
Dublin Spartacist Youth Group Southal

b Middiesex UB2 48Q

01-783 674 For more information: phone 071-485 1306
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Maastricht...

{Continued from page 1)

the Constitutional prohibition on abortion
should be “removed al the carlicst oppor-
tunity”. As for “neutrality” Reynolds cf al
declined the imvitation to commit them-
sehves to yet amother referendum on
participation in NATO and/or the WEL.
The Catholic Church hicrarchy in
effect took a position of negative ncutral-
ity (what the [rish Times called a “non-
directive™ stance), In exchange, it i de-
manding a new refercndum post-Maa-
stricht aimed at outlawing abortion com-
pletely and reversing any slippage in the
direction of liberalisation. The bishops
announced that *Neither a “yes' vole nor
a ‘no’ vole provides a tofally satisfactory
solution to the protection of unborn life™:
bless the ECUs and pass the crozier.

Marxists on Maastricht: Smash
the bosses’ Fortress Europe!

As revolutionary Marxists, our position
was and is one of implacable opposition
to Maastricht, a continuation of the
Treaty of Rome—a plan for the econ-
omic integration of West Europe on
expliciily capitalist grounds. As we wrole
in January 1973: “The Common Markel
is in mo sense progressive. It is originally
the product of U.S. imperialism’s mobiliz-
alion against the Soviet Union. It is an
arena in which the Europcan national
bourgeoisies bilk one another and the
rest of the world. It is a vehicle for capi-
talist collaboration against the European
labor movements, which have shown little
international solidanty.”

Within the D-mark dominated Euro-
pean Community as cach national capital-
ist class allempts to become “competi-
tive™ il will move to enforce wage freezes,
strike-breaking, the liquidation of whole
industries, large-scale unemployment.
And the necessity to pursue highly della-
tionary policies to maintain currcncy
stability has meant, for instance, that the
unemployment rates in France and Ttaly
— which have been part of the exchange
rale mechanism (ERM) for a number of
years—has rarely gone below tem per
cent. Such is beginning 10 be the casc in
Britain.

The social democrals’ nonsense about
the “social charter” and European umion
ensuring a better life for all workers of
Europe has pathetically been echoed by
some on Lhe left. Thus, Workers
Power /Trish Workers Group's League for
a Revolutionary Communist International
(LRCI) has called for an abstention in
Ireland and wherever else referenda are
slated to take place, stating that “the
terms of the Maastricht treaty can also be
a basis for extending rights and gains

from states where the working class never
won these gains, or where it has losl
them” and even that “to some extenl
European workers will be better armed
to fight back on a continental scale aficr
the implementation of the terms of Maa-
strichi”.

Behind Workers Power’s programmatic
conclusion is the profoundly anti-Marast
premise that “capitalism can unite Eur-
ope”, that “Germany, in alliance with
France and Italy” can “press ahead with
fashioning out of the EC a supra national
state capable of fighting for their inter-
ests”, that “Within a decade this could
mean the creation of a federal European
imperialist superstate”. This is not a new
position. Kautsky, among others, had a
similar line. As we noted in “Labor and

the Common Market" (Workers Vanguard
no 15, January 1973), it is a “question of
fundamental importance for the socialist
movement whether capitalism can over-
come its national limitations or whether
these limitations must lead inevitably to
intcr-imperialist war, with the concrele
possibility of the anmihilation of the
human race™:
“When this question attained decisive
political for the socialist
mvemnent, in the Second Iniernational,
Kautsky answered it with the itheory of
; [which]... projecied
the peaceful inegration of the interna-
tonal monopolics keading 1o the cre-
ation of a genuinely international bour-
geoksic and an effective (capitalist)
workd slale system....
“For Kautsky, the role of the prolet-
arian soCElsl movement was 10 801 as
@ pressure group on the more progress-
ve, far-sighted sections of the bour-
geoisie. The concept of ultra-imperial-

Order yours now!

& Theses on Ireland
® Derry 1968: how the left failed
¢ Westminster butchers
e Northermn lreland: for a
profetarian solution!
® Irish students fight anti-abortion
reaction
& Robinson's popular front:
trap for workers and women
& Connolly’s legacy and the
struggle for a revolutionary party
£1.00
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Spariscisl Publications
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gm wai the theorelical hass fior
Kautsiys  pascifis -reformast oy
woward inter-imperialist war. Lenin
comparcd Kautsky's view with [hat ol
the English liberal 1.A. Hobson, whi
sought to console the Englsh meiccie
class after the cxhausiion of the Boer
War wilh a vision of now, wiited workd
imperialist order (he called i inder:
imperialism)  which could  ensure

peace.”

after Kautsky's revisionism was
demolished by Lenin, one Ernest Mandel
of the United Sccretariat also took up the
mdgchmdnduﬂth:pnu:hd' ity of a
“syper-imperialist” capitalist united states

:iEmpc.ﬁndmeRCI:dd:h:mp
pence, including the fantastical, bourgeois
utopian demand for “the election of a

sovercign European Constitucnt Asscm-
bly for all those countries in the EC or
who seck to join it, convened and pro-
tected by the fighting organisations of the
working class™.

The signature of the “New World
Order” has been the imperialist-backed
drive for counterrevolution and capitalist
restoration in Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union, the one-sided Anglo-Amer-
ican led imperialist slaughter in the Per-
sian Gulf and the reassertion of inter-
imperialist rivalries. Thus, large trading
blocs are forming wp not only in Europe
but via the North American free trade
agreement and the Japancse sphore i
Asia. A concomitant part of the forma-
tion of these rival trading blocs s the
“Foriress Europe” syndrome—ie, the
tightening of measures directed against
immigrants and those secking asylum
from murderous, right-wing regimes

the third world. An explict
part of the Euwropean union package,
codified in the Schengen agreement, is
the strengihening of anti-immigrant legis-
lation and controls. This can only mean
renewed altacks by the state, fuelling
stepped-up fascist attacks on all minority
workers. One need bul look to the ram-
pant ﬂtﬂh on immigrant and minority
workers in Germany today to see what
Fortress Europe has in store.

Al its inception lhtl:nmmmnt Market
was an economic analogue of NATO and
th_: anti-Soviet war drive, a reason in
principle for our opposition. A united
front of the imperialists against the Soviet
Union, NATO was very much dominated
by Washington. Mow the European Com-
munily conlinues to Yelisinite

o hutl PI'Iu.m"th' Sowh
Union, while shaping up more explicitly
as a creature of German imperialism,
itsell intent on exploiting the peoples of
Easiern Europe in competition with rival

-pﬂﬂlmm%

force” (e without the US) indicalcs :!:qul.
NATO itsell may be superscded by ml:;_
tary blocs corresponding 1o the nceds
the rival imperialist trading bocs, laying
the basis for Waorld Wl.rhll:l[. i
Throughout Europe, U orces .
ing Maas.richl were extremcly disparatc
— from revolulionary internationalists 10
protectionist reformists and nationalists,
wings of the imperialists who favour the
US, the German bourgeoisic and outright
fascists. In Britain the
Thatcherites as well as the Beanite “lefis”
in the Labour Party oppose MaastrichL.
In France, Le Pen's National Front fas-
cists as well as the Communisi Party arc
opposed and the referendum is taking on
the character of a referendum on the
Mitterrand government. And one of the

and referenda is iscly the fact that
you can't distingui “no”™ vote from
those who are in opposition for quite
different reasons.

The line-up in Ireland was similarly
mixed — with both SPUC and pro-abor-
ticn organisations calling for a no voie
from opposite sides of the barricades.
SPUC"s anti-abortion rallies in the run-up
to the referendum were marshalled by
the sinister “Youth Defence” outfit.
These thugs, roaming the streets of
Dublin attacking leftists, waving phoncy
foctus pictures, are an ominous and rela-
tively recent excrescence—a latter-day
version of the fascist Blueshirts who
fought on the Franco side of the Spanish
Civil War. They must be crushed in the
egg by trade-union-centred mobilisations!
On the other hand, there were those such
as Sinn Féin, the rump Workers Party,
the Democratic Left who opposed the
trcaty from the nationalist/reformist
standpoint that Irish capitalism is and can

It says quite a lot about the LRCI that
on Maastricht they were well to the right

Robinson and the Labour Party extolled
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Clerical reaction in action: the 21 May issue of the Guandian selzed and banned
by Irish state because of ad for Marie Stopes clinica which perform abortions.

the virtues of European union, the British
occupying army rampaged through Coali-
sland, County Tyrone in a frenzy of viol-
ence against the civilian Catholic popula-
tion. (A further confirmation that Major's
appointment of Sir Patrick Mayhew and
his licutenant Michacl Mates signalled a
tougher liné from 10 Downing 5t on the
North.) For the immediate and uncondi-
tional withdrawal of the British troops
from Northem [reland!

Abortion battle looms

Now that Reynolds and hus lackeys
have secured the of Maastricht,
the baitle lines for the next stage of the
abortion struggle are being drawn. The
bishops and SPUC reactionaries are
pushing for their referendum, hoping to
cose once and for all the loophole
opened by the Supreme Court ruling last
March over the case of the 14-year-old
alleged rape victim when the court ruled
that a woman could oblain an abortion if
there was a “real and substantial risk™ 1o
her life. But the church is hampered by
some recent “troubles™ of s own. To
wil, the recent exposure of Bishop Casey
as the father of a 17-year-old son (fol-
lowed by mounting evidence that this is
hardly an aberrant case amongst the Insh
elergy). T-shirts emblazoned with “Wear
a condom just in Casey” have been
circulating in Dublin. At the same time,

ing investigations into financial
wheeling-dealing (read: perennial cor-
ruption) continue Lo sap whatever little

credibility the present government has.

We in the Dublin Spartacist Youth
Group have fought for a class-centred
struggle for free abortion on demand.
While the potential to wage such a fight
is palpable, the fake-left groups have con-
sciously tailored their demands to “consti-
tutional® reform. To wrest the right to
free abortion on demand means to take
on the combined power of the church and
the clerical state in the Republic. Without
a perspeciive to struggle for proletarian
state power, the reformist tinkering gets
subminimal very quickly. The playpen for
the whole lot 0:! reformist outfits has
been the “Repeal the 8th Amendment
Campaign”. As we in the DSYG have
poinied out, this could accurately be
described as the “Keep Abortion Illegal
Campaign™ — leaving in place as it does
other legislation which firmly prohibits
abortion. Eg, the 1861 Offences Against
the Person Act inherited from British
colonial statute and which continues to be
used 10 deny abortion rights to women in
the North.

A horrible example is the Militant in
Ireland. It has decided that cven the sub-
reformist “Repeal” campaign is too ultra-
left! They write: (Militant Socialist, May
1992):

*To campaign now for 8 referendum 1o

the Bth Amendment would be a
mistake. ... While mai all the
arguments in fvour of repealing the
amendment and in favour of full abor-
tion facilities in Ireland o wouold be
tactically correct 10 concentrale o

Scotland
United...

(Continued from page 12)

exposing Reynokds's double-dealing and
evauveness. Whal & peeded @ & cam-
paign 10 force Reynokds 10 come clean
and 1o produce the wording of pro-
pemed  constitulional changes On the
right to travel and information, &nd
draft [!] legislation to ghe effect 10
these after a referendum. Even more
important, (he campaign shoulkd
demand that the grvernment produces
draft legiskation (0 provide for aborton
in Ireland onder ihé circumstanoes
permitted by the Supreme Court rul-
[

Militant gives legalism a bad name.
But there m the Cliffite Socialist
Workers Movement (SWM) which re-
stricted its call for abortion rights to rape
victims at the time of this spring’s dem-
onstrations, And those who urgently seck
to stop SPUC cold, to mobilise the neces-
sary class fight for free abortion on
demand, should not forget that the SWM
has sided with the worst clerical reaction-
arics and anti-woman scum from the
counterrevolutionary Solidarnoéé of Lech
Walcsa to the Afghanistan mujahedin.
These virulent anti-Soviet cheerleaders
for the forces of black reaction droned on

imperialist drive against the Sovict Union
and the crusade against “godless
munism” al bome and abroad. Indeed,
Ircland’s application for membership of
the UN was veloed in 1946 by the Sowiet
Union because Ireland did not then have
diplomatic relations with the USSR. Once
this was resolved Minister for External
Alfairs Liam Cosgrave laid out the policy
for the first Irish UN delegation: “Ireland
was (0 do what she could o preserve
Christian civilisation and to support wher-
ever she could those powers primarily
charged with the defence of ‘the free
world” against communism. “We belong'

G0 -

as Mr Cosgrave observed im the Dail, ‘to
the great community of states made up of
the United States, Canada and Western
Europe.'” (Ireland Since the Famine, F5L
Lyons [1971]).
We in the DSYG are fighting to forge
a revolutionary Leninist vanguard party
which can lcad the for the over-
throw of capitalism and the liberation of
women and all the oppressed. Such a
must be internationalist, dedicated
to the defence of the remaining gains of
the 1917 October Revolution from Mos-

cow to Havana, intransigently opposed to

Dublin court in October, 1989.

about “making Irish neutrality real” dur-
ing the Maastricht referendum (in which
they did advocate a no vole). The SWM's
attempl o prettify the Irish bourgeoisic®s
cynical claims along these lines is crimi-
nal. There was nothing “ncutral” abowt
the Irish bourgeoisic’s fuelling “allied”
bomber planes at Shannon airport during
the Gulf War. Eire has not shrunk either
from doing its bit for the decades-long

Students protest in defence of right to abortion information outside

the Irish bourgeoisic in the South, the
British imperialists in the Morth, the
Orange and Green nationalist dema-
gogues and struggling for an equitable
and proletarian solution. No to forcible
reunification! For an Irish workers re-
public, part of a socialist federation of the
British Isles! Down with the bosses’ “For-
tress Euwrope™ For a Socialist United
States of Europe!®
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Labourites, nationalists, fake left push

Scotland United: popular-front trap

GLASGOW —In Scotland, the fourth
conseculive win by the Tones i the
gencral election has served to deepen the
popular sense of political disenfran-
chisement. The growth of nationalist
senliment —nol  necessarily synonymous
with support to the SNP—has been
fuelled by the perspective of another five
years of Westminster Tory rule. In the
post-clection bickering, Jim Sillars resign-
ed his post as Deputy Leader of the SNP,
accusing the Scots of lacking “truc na-
tionalist bottle”. A wing of the Labour
Party in Scotland has sought to channel
widespread resentment and anger into the
Scotland United campaign for a multi-
option referendum posing a choice of
devolution, independence or the status
quo.

The well-known nationalist Pal Kane,
member of the rock group Hue and Cry
and Rector of Glasgow University, said
that when he got a phone call on 10 April
to join Scotland United, “it was like
something from the Samaritans. Anything
that kept the head above water. Or the
razor blades in their packets™ (Evening
Times, 18 Junc). And the same day,
Labour “left™ MP George Galloway wenl
on television making noises against Kin-
nock and calling for a “patniotic front™
against the Tores. Scotland United is an
explicit popular front, embracing not only
some Labour MPs and trade union offi-
cials, but also openly capitalist clements
such as spokesmen for the bourgeois
nationalist SNF, the Liberal Democrals
and the Church of Scotland. Thus, Scot-
land United is not a step forward — how-
ever contradictory—as ils fake-left en-
thusiasts claim; any “leftist” or populist
rhetoric notwithstanding, it is a dangerous
and even more cxplicit chaining of the
working class to ils capitalist masters than
even the wretched class collaboration of
Kinnock, John Smith and Scottish Labour
leader Donald Dewar.

Al the recent Scottish Trade Union
Congress in Perth, the STUC decided in
favour of a referendum and provided a
platform for representatives of bourgeois
partics and bosses' organisations speaking
under Scotland United’s auspices. Invited
spcakers included SNP leader Alex Sal-
mond (later disinvited), Bob Macreadie
of the Liberal Democrats and Tom
McGregor of the pro-devolution Businéss
Says Yes. McGregor made no bones
about arguing for a Scottish assembly on
the grounds that it would be “good for

E

While popular front pacts like Scotland
United have a nationalist coloration, open
talk about coalitionism is rife within
sections of the Labour bureaucracy. Thus,
some (rade union burcaucrats like Scot-
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Glasgow, 12 April: Labour MP George Galloway addresses Scotland United rally in the wake of Labour’s general election

defeat.
eral Democrat speaking on the platform
for Scotland United, angrily said, *This is
hke turming the clock back a hundred
years.”

Receatly Donald Dewar attacked Scot-
tish Labour MPs involved with Scotland

United, obliquely threatening disciplinary

action (Guardian, 26 May). Of course,
Dewar & Co can hardly in principle at-
tack other Labour MPs for making pacts
with bourgeois parties, because the Scot-
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election.
tish Labour leaders have been doi
precisely that with the Liberal Democrats

Scotland United. The betrayals of these

struggles have played no small part in the
growth of nationalism in Scotland.

Fake left bullds pop front

The remnants of the Communist Party
of Britain, rapidly disintegrating after the
collapse of Stalinism, have thrown in their
lot with the Scotland United campaign.
They are in a bloc with the SNP, cheer-

Which Way Now?", Scottish Militani La-
bowr leaflet).

The Taalfe-Sheridan Militant tendency,
having dumped its long-lime guru Ted
Grant, is a barometer of the increasing
mmummhm ionalism in!Sml:laud. This
slan e or
e e Tt
up a separate Scollish organisation. lis
call for a “socialist Scottish parliament™
today is merely a nationalist version of
their ingrained parliamentary cretimist
vicw that a bourgeois parhament can be
transformed into a workers government,
that is, the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Militant is also notorious for indulging
in the chauvinism characteristic of both

the Orange Order who claimed to oppose
the BNP at an “anti-fascist” meeting
convencd by Hamilton Trades Council.
Anq when a member of Anti-Fascist
Action attempted to draw a link between
Lnjrljnmm:liamm in a television spot,

-
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